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news… Welcome to… Tamara
My name is Tamara Wray 

and I am the youth 
president for 2013/2014. 

I have just graduated from the 
University of Roehampton, 
studying Journalism and Film. 
One of the things I have learnt 
from my degree is that I don’t 
want to pursue a career in either! 
Although I am originally from 
Hertfordshire, after living in 
London for three years, I would 
call myself a London girl now! In 
my spare time, nothing makes 
me happier than spending time 
with my family, friends and also 
shopping, erm shopping and more 
shopping (typical)!

What I’m looking forward 
to during my year, first and 
foremost is 3Generate! I attended 
3Generate for the first time last 
year and met many awesome 
people. I hope to see them again 
this year – and hopefully some 
new faces too. Following on from 
the work of the previous youth 
president Hayley Moss, I am also 
excited to work alongside the 
3Generate reps. I can’t wait to get 
involved 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and enjoy the weekend away. On a 
spiritual level, I hope that through 
my position I am able to develop 
and strengthen my Christian faith 
and also learn about the faith and 
values of others.

I am so excited and humbled that 
the young people of the Methodist 
Church voted for me to represent 
them and this year I am going to 
do that to the best of my ability.

Follow my journey 
through my blog:  
www.methodistyouthpres.
blogspot.co.uk/.
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Welcome to… Gail
Working with families is an 

evolving area of ministry, 
with many churches offering 
support and care to parents and 
children in a variety of ways. I’m 
Gail Adcock and I’ve joined the 
team at an exciting time as family 
ministry development officer. I’m 
based at Methodist Church House 
in London but looking forward 
to being out and about visiting 
churches, groups and workers to 
find out more about what you do! 
Previously I was family pastor for 
a church in Luton. During my ten 
years there, I developed a range of 
work with children, families and 
young people through schools, 
church activities and the children’s 
centre based in our building. I 

very much believe that churches 
should be at the heart of their 
communities, being light and 
bringing life to all those who live 
there.

In the coming months we’ll be 
exploring ways in which we can 
equip and resource both family 
workers and parents. This begins 
with a comprehensive piece of 
research focusing on the present 
shape of family ministry in Britain 
with plenty of scope for discussions 
around current practice. If you’re 
a family worker, we’d really love 
you to get involved, so look out for 
the details being announced soon. 
Looking forward to meeting you at 
some stage in the future!

Celebration!
Friday 6 September saw a 

celebration at Methodist 
Church House to mark the end 
of the year for those young 
people employed on the One 
Programme in 2012/2013. Stories 
were told of the impact the One 
Programme had on the lives of 
the young people – personally, 
spiritually and professionally. It 
was an opportunity to hear what 
those OPPs (One Programme 
Participants) will move on to next 
year, for many building on what 
they had learned and discovered 
from working in their local projects. 

The day also saw us welcoming 
11 new OPPs for 2013/2014, who 
started their employment in 
projects across the country. We 
wish them well!

For up to date information on 
the One Programme please 
check www.childrenandyouth.
org.uk/oneprogramme.

www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/oneprogramme
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/oneprogramme
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As our partnership with the 
Nicaraguan teams for 2014 
continues, three young 

people have been chosen to represent 
Methodist Children & Youth on a trip 
to Nicaragua in November.

During the visit, Roxanne Bainbridge, 
Andrew Topping and Miriam Garnett 
will meet the girls’ and boys’ teams 
from Nicaragua who will be travelling 
to Rio next year to take part in the 
Street Child World Cup. They will 
also meet with local projects through 
Methodist World Church partners, 
and share the stories they hear with 
young people back in Britain.

Miriam Garnett, 19, who attends 
Trinity Church Abingdon in West 
Berkshire, said: “The Street Child 
World Cup project is fantastic as it 
offers these children an alternative 
to their lives on the streets, and I 
am excited by the opportunity to 
contribute to it. My experience of 
working with young people has 
shown me what a difference it can 
make if someone invests their time in 
them and shows them that they can 
trust in themselves.”

Andrew Topping, 18, is a member 
of Hucclecote Methodist Church 
in Gloucester. He said: “The issues 
that Nicaraguan street children face 
are disturbing; I have learned that 
one in every three is suffering from 
malnutrition. As a Christian I feel 
called to respond to this suffering in 
practical ways and also to challenge 
perceptions that we may have of 
street children.”

Methodist children and young 
people are encouraging local 
churches across the Connexion to 
help raise £30,000 by organising 
fundraising events of their own. 
Roxanne Bainbridge, 17, said she 
would encourage her college to 
support the Street Child World Cup, 
run a session about the event at the 
Wales Synod and engage with social 
media to raise awareness about the 
issues.

A Methodist Church Youth 
fundraising pack and other 
resources are available here:  
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/
sleepover/scwc

Young Methodists 
to travel to 

Nicaragua in fight 
against street 
child poverty

We couldn’t let an issue go by without mentioning 3Generate! We are very 
much looking forward to our annual children’s and youth assembly in 
November. Ska band Sounds of Salvation will be joining us, along with 

the Psalm Drummers as well as a mixture of workshops and worship. It’s shaping 
up to be a fantastic weekend where the voice of young people will be heard loud 
and clear! At the time of going to press there were some tickets still available from 
3generate13.eventbrite.co.uk/.

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/sleepover/scwc
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/sleepover/scwc
http://3generate13.eventbrite.co.uk/
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In June 2013, two members of 
the Methodist Children & Youth 
Team and one circuit employee 

attended the European Conference 
on Christian Education (ECCE) – 
which this year was held just outside 
Helsinki, Finland.

Every three years, ECCE brings 
together delegates from many 
denominations and churches across 
Europe who are concerned about the 
Christian education of children.

This year’s theme was Weaving the 
Future, looking at the strands of
 Holiness in Children’s Ministry 

(Lasse Halme)
 Beauty in Children’s Ministry 

(Liisa Väisänen and Juha 
Luodeslampi)

 Responsibility in Children’s 
Ministry (Pauliina Kainulainen).

Every day started with worship led by 
different regional groups, followed 
by Bishop Paul leading a creative 
animal-themed Bible study! Lectures 
and language discussion groups 
focused on each of the strands of the 
conference.

‘Holiness in Children’s Ministry’ 
looked at the possibility that things 
cannot strictly be divided into holy 
and unholy, and so challenged the 
separation between holy and secular. 
This poses some new challenges for 
children’s ministry, and the search 
for and encounter with holiness, or 
spirituality, in all aspects of life.

‘Beauty in Children’s Ministry’ 
started with the challenge of what is 
beauty and what is ugly, and the idea 

that beauty is often seen as good and 
ugly as bad, and that this is not so.

Liisa Väisänen presented three 
attitudes to using arts:
1. the making
2. looking at the subject but also at 

the content – what is the message?
3. what does art say about history 

and culture?

But if religious art is about the 
immaterial and abstract, why do we 
try so hard to articulate everything 
into words, and how would this 
impact ministry with children and 
young people?

‘Responsibility in Children’s 
Ministry’ focused on holistic 
development – mind, body and spirit 
– and our responsibility to ourselves, 
to others and the world around us, 
concentrating on the environment. 
Pauliina Kainulainen suggested that 
Christianity has suffered as it has 
lost its integrity as a faith that values 
the body and matter, and that it is 
our responsibility to leave as small a 
footprint on nature as we can.

Throughout the week, there was also 
plenty of time for delegates to share 
good practice, discover innovative 
ideas through a marketplace and 
workshops and to discuss the 
challenges of children’s ministry and 
Christian education for children. 
There were also visits to Helsinki and 
Porvoo and a cultural evening on the 
last night too!

For more information please visit 
www.ecceweb.org/.

Weaving the 
Future in 
Helsinki!

http://www.ecceweb.org/
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Young People Involved?
Rachel Quinlan recently attended a Westminster 
Education Forum Seminar on Youth Services and was 
inspired to hear about some of the ways in which young 
people were getting involved. Here are her reflections....

Young People learning through 
different experiences...
One of the most interesting sessions 
was young people’s involvement 
in local and national government. 
A young woman, Chante Joseph, 
spoke eloquently of her experience 
as a member of Youth Parliament, 
and the importance of young people 
having opportunities to learn 
through experience, especially those 
whose leadership skills might not 
be encouraged, because they are 
seen as bossy or over-opinionated! 
Since 2007, the Youth Participation 
Strategy has developed participation 
in the decision-making structures of 
the Methodist Church, but it made 
me reflect on the importance of also 
encouraging our young people to 
engage with, and live out their faith 
in, local and national politics.

Jamel Higgins, the young mayor of 
Lewisham, identified some of the 
different opportunities available, 
such as young advisors www.
youngadvisors.org.uk, and local 
Young Citizen Panels, for example, 
within local government and police.

Enabling young people to 
critique the status quo...
Andy Thornton, chief executive 
for the Citizenship Foundation, 

highlighted the importance of non-
tokenistic styles of participation 
that encourage young people to 
develop the skills of negotiation. He 
also spoke about enabling them to 
critique the status quo, to speak out 
at any time (not just when they are 
asked) and to set the agenda, rather 
than simply engaging with other 
people’s agendas.

Writing this, I was proud to 
recall young people at this year’s 
Methodist Conference spearheading 
a resolution regarding the 
accessibility of Conference. I was 
proud to see young people who 
had clearly been equipped with 
the independence, confidence and 
knowledge to participate in this way, 

and also an organisation that was 
willing to engage with them in this 
conversation.

Making sure young people know 
of the opportunities...
The National Citizenship Service 
spoke of its flagship programme for 
16-17 year olds, which aims to develop 
their social, independent living and 
teamwork skills, as well as confidence 
and employability. The programme 
includes residential activities, a team 
project in their own community, and 
the design and implementation of a 
social action project.

www.gov.uk/government/get-
involved/take-part/national-citizen-
service#what-is-it

Investing in existing youth work 
provision...
The funding for youth provision 
was also discussed, in particular 
the Myplace programme, launched 
in April 2008, which developed 
world-class youth centres and the 
delivery of good quality, open-
access youth work (www.education.
gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/
youngpeople/b00213818/myplace/
about). What struck me most was the 
struggle to recruit volunteers to fill 
the gaps left by budget cuts. It left me 
wondering whether local churches 
who are keen to get more involved 
in youth work might consider 
supporting their local community in 
this way.

http://www.youngadvisors.org.uk
http://www.youngadvisors.org.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/get-involved/take-part/national-citizen-service#what-is-it
http://www.gov.uk/government/get-involved/take-part/national-citizen-service#what-is-it
http://www.gov.uk/government/get-involved/take-part/national-citizen-service#what-is-it
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/b00213818/myplace/about
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/b00213818/myplace/about
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/b00213818/myplace/about
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/b00213818/myplace/about
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Each year, the children 
and young people at the 
3Generate Children & Youth 

Assembly elect three Conference 
reps. These three, along with the 
youth president, are responsible for 
representing the views of children 
and young people at the Methodist 
Conference, which is a annual week-
long decision-making meeting 
with around 300 representative 
participants. Discussions are 
held across a wide variety of 
topics pertinent to the Methodist 
Church. The agenda for this year’s 
Methodist Conference, which shows 
what was covered, can be found at 
www.methodistconference.org.uk/
london-2013/the-agenda-2013.

Abby, Tom and Roxanne were 
elected Conference Reps at 
3Generate, and did an amazing 
job. They received lots of positive 
feedback about how they had 
represented children and young 
people. They felt listened to and 
respected, and that the views and 
feelings of children and young 
people are considered important by 
the Methodist Church.

Roxanne has written this report of 
her time at the Conference:

“The Conference was definitely an 
experience I won’t forget! It was 
held at Methodist Central Hall, 
Westminster. We had to attend 
the Conference for six days but 
travelled down to London a day 
early to prepare and ask any final 
questions before our very busy 

week. We also had to prepare for 
our big task – the 3Generate report.

“The 3Generate report was one of 
the first reports to be discussed, 
which was a bit worrying because 
we didn’t have time to witness how 
the Conference works beforehand. 
Despite this our report was very 
well received and received a lot of 
praise!

“The rest of the week was mainly 
spent listening to and discussing 
the various reports, some of which 
were very thought-provoking and 
interesting. We were surrounded 
by lovely people who were eager to 
help if we were confused or didn’t 
understand what was going on.

“The Conference didn’t just consist 
of sitting in the hall listening to 
reports. We were blessed with 
gorgeous weather and a brilliant 
sightseeing location. In our free 
time we got to explore London 
and participate in Conference 
Fringe events. There were so 
many interesting fringe events; 
my favourite was the Methodist 
Celebrities vs Children and Young 
People football match which was to 
raise awareness of the Street Child 
World Cup.

“I would definitely say I have been 
blessed with the opportunity of 
being a 3Generate representative 
to the Conference. I would like to 
thank everyone who supported us 
before and during the event.”

Youth Reps 
at the 2013 

Conference

http://www.methodistconference.org.uk/london-2013/the-agenda-2013
http://www.methodistconference.org.uk/london-2013/the-agenda-2013
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Alternative Pilgrimage
Youth worker Ruth East went on the Well Alternative 
Pilgrimage to Israel/Palestine. Here are her reflections.

Over my youth work career I have 
had the opportunity to travel 
all over the world; to Pakistan, 

Caribbean, Thailand and other parts of 
Europe. But it wasn’t until this year that 
the subject of a trip to Palestine came up. 
Not one to shirk away from the opportunity 
to travel I was very eager to sign up for 
the chance to go to the Holy Land joining 
a group of Children & Youth workers 
from all over the Methodist Connexion in 
partnership with the Amos Trust.

In May, 11 intrepid and slightly blurry-
eyed children and youth workers met at 
Heathrow airport at 6.00am to begin our 
adventure in the Holy Land.

Having met previously for a briefing day 
a few months earlier we did not know 
each other well. As is usual in Methodism 
some had crossed paths at conferences but 
none of us had worked together. So it was 
exciting that we gathered and began this 
amazing experience as relative strangers.

We arrived in Tel Aviv, managed to get 
through passport control with minimal 
trauma and boarded a minibus to travel 
to our hotel in Bethlehem in occupied 
Palestine – our home for the next few days.

We spent a day visiting holy sites in 
Bethlehem, including the Church of the 
Nativity (the place of Jesus’ birth) and 
Shepherds’ Fields (where the shepherds had 
a visitation from the angels announcing 
the birth of the Messiah and the setting for 
the story of Ruth & Boaz). The following 
day we travelled to the city of Jerusalem. 
We started at the Mount of Olives and 
walked towards the city stopping at the 
Garden of Gethsemane, Caiphas’ house, 
Church of St Peter, the Western Wall, the 
Via Delarosa, Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
and the Garden Tomb. It was an interesting 
day filled with hurrying from one place 
to another getting a quick glimpse of 
somewhere Jesus sat or prayed and then 
joining another queue to another site. Many 
of us found it a challenge to cut through the 

tourist spiel and find the sacred; however 
there were glimpses in each place we 
visited.

We spent some time in the Negev desert, 
which for many was amazing to see the 
vast landscape, however I found it really 
uncomfortable. The rocky desert was sharp, 
the insects were biting and stinging and 
the thorny bushes scratched. It was hot 
and dry and I found it quite oppressive, 
but reflected on the fact that Jesus chose 
to spend 40 days alone being tempted in 
such an uncomfortable, inhospitable place 
in preparation for the next 3 years of his 
ministry, and what a place to choose to do 
that?! We later travelled to Nazareth and 
our final full day was spent in Galilee.

During our time in the Holy Land we met 
and spent time with many people, both 
Israelis and Palestinians learning about 
experiences of living in an occupied land, 
visiting a refugee camp, the separation 
wall, demolished houses and a number 
of organisations that work for peace 
and reconciliation. It was a humbling 
experience to see first-hand the way 
Palestinians were living while under 
occupation.

I have spent the last few months reflecting 
on my experiences, the things we witnessed 
and the sites we visited. I have concluded 
that Palestine is a country of great beauty, 
history and heritage currently experiencing 
yet more turmoil and pain. It is such 
a complex situation, and one I would 
encourage you to find out more about and 
to continue to hold Israel and Palestine in 
your prayers.

Find out more about the work of the Amos 
Trust in Palestine at www.amostrust.org.

http://www.amostrust.org
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Voice 
Activated!

The Methodist Church’s Youth 
Participation Strategy ran for 

five years and the resource Voice 
Activated captures the learning 
acquired from those years. It will 
include chapters on participation 
theory and context, developing 
young leaders, safeguarding and 
helping young people to campaign. 
The largest section of the resource 
will be a chapter on creative 
facilitation techniques – lots of 
handy methods to help you get your 

young people talking and sharing 
their ideas. If you can’t wait until 
the resource becomes available, we 
have created a pocket-sized taster of 
the creative facilitation techniques 
and there is a limited supply of 
these available. If you would like to 
receive one of these handy items, 
email childrenandyouthteam@
methodistchurch.org.uk.

The full resource will be available 
soon – watch this space!

Experience a  
Taste of India

Get a flavour of this incredible 
country and support projects 

that help some of India’s poorest 
people with MRDF’s new Taste of 
India fundraising event pack.

The pack contains everything that 
your young people need to hold 
an India-themed event for people 
in their church or community, 
including Indian recipes, craft 
ideas, games, film and music 
suggestions.

As well as enjoying a great event, 
your group will be inspired 
by stories from MRDF’s work 
and raise funds to help people 
living in some of India’s poorest 
communities to overcome the 
obstacles they face.

Download or order your pack 
for free www.mrdf.org.uk/taste; 
alternatively call 020 7467 5132. 

Street Child  
World Cup

Children and young people 
of the Methodist Church 

(supported by Methodist Children 
& Youth) are to sponsor one girls’ 
and one boys’ team from Nicaragua, 
through the Casa Alianza Project, to 
participate in the Street Child World 
Cup in Rio, Brazil in 2014. Together 
we’re aiming to raise £30,000 to 
sponsor the Nicaraguan teams, so 
everyone’s contribution will be vital! 

We encourage you to find out more 
about the Street Child World Cup 
and the issues surrounding street 
children, and to discover ideas 
for fundraising and ways to get 
your children’s and youth groups 
involved. We have many resources 
available to help you to do that! 
Follow the link for the resources: 
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/
sleepover/scwc.

Of
Offer a taste of India as you raise money  

for the world’s poorest communities

mailto:childrenandyouthteam@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouthteam@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.mrdf.org.uk/taste
http://www.mrdf.org.uk/taste
http://www.mrdf.org.uk/taste
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/sleepover/scwc
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/sleepover/scwc
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dates for your diary…

November National Youth Work Week 2013 
4-10 November
Youth Work Week is an annual 
celebration of youth work and 2013 
sees the 20th year of this profile – 
raising event and the second year 
of partnering the Commonwealth 
Secretariat to build the week’s 

celebrations throughout the 
Commonwealth. This year’s theme 
for Youth Work Week is Building 
Skills for Employability. www.nya.
org.uk/youth-work-week-2013

3Generate 2013 
15-17 November
The annual Methodist Children & Youth Assembly
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/

Youthwork the Conference
22-24 November, Eastbourne
This conference is for paid and 
volunteer youth workers and has 
a mixture of sessions on issues 
within youth work as well as 
inspiring worship. This year’s 
speakers include Gavin Calver, 
Matt Summerfield and Rachel 
Gardner. The theme is discipleship 
and across the conference will 
be opportunity to explore such 

questions as: how do we disciple 
young people? How do we make 
sure we are being disciples? How 
can we cultivate faith in young 
people that is grounded in truth? 
How do we prepare our young 
people to live out their faith once 
they leave home?
www.youthworkconference.co.uk

Advent Offering Sunday
Save the date: Sunday 1 December. 
Help your church become part of 
this year’s Advent Offering and 
raise funds for Mission in Britain!
Be the first to receive details of 

the Mission in Britain Advent 
Offering materials by emailing 
missionfunding@methodistchurch.
org.uk or calling 020 7467 5117.

December

http://www.nya.org.uk/youth-work-week-2013
http://www.nya.org.uk/youth-work-week-2013
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/
http://www.youthworkconference.co.uk
mailto:missionfunding%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:missionfunding%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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dates for your diary…

Hand in Hand Children’s and Family 
Ministry Conference
31 January – 2 February 2014, Eastbourne.
Big name speakers and 
organisations will be present, with 
a mixture of keynote speakers, 
seminars and worship. Some 
sessions from last year’s conference 

are available to download from the 
website: www.familyministry.co.uk/.

More details will be available on 
their website soon. 

Connecting Disciples
Save the date! 3-6 March 2014.
The lay employees and children’s 
and youth worker conference for 
the Methodist Church.

More details about booking 
will be made available soon. 
www.methodist.org.uk/
connectingdisciples

Soul Survivor Watford 
30-31 March 2014
Sometimes youth ministry can 
be particularly tough. If you’re in 
need of a break and could do with 
someone praying for you with 
regards to your youth ministry Soul 
Survivor would love to invite you 
to their Refreshing Day; a time for 
praying and worshipping together 

and spending time listening to 
God . Due to the nature of this day 
places will be limited. The £60 cost 
includes food and accommodation. 
Please email soulnet@soulsurvivor.
com if you’re interested in finding 
out more.

January

2014
March

If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-
Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact Us
We always love to 

hear from you!

http://www.familyministry.co.uk/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples
http://www.methodist.org.uk/connectingdisciples
mailto:soulnet@soulsurvivor.com
mailto:soulnet@soulsurvivor.com
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouth%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084

