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Bookings opened on 7 June!
3Generate is the annual Children’s 
and Youth Assembly of the Methodist 
Church. It is open to anyone aged 8 to 
23 who engages with the Church in any 
way. The weekend includes worship, 
workshops, outdoor activities and 
creative arts as well as the opportunity 
for delegates to have their say on 
issues that matter to them – including 
voting for elected reps and the 
Methodist Youth President.

This year’s event will take place from 
Friday 14 to Sunday 16 November 
2014 at the Pioneer Centre, Cleobury 
Mortimer, Shropshire. At the time of 
publishing the 11-18s age stream has, 
unfortunately, sold out in record time. 
There are still spaces in the 8-11s and 
18-23s stream, as well as opportunities 
for young people to volunteer. Each 
district has two spaces saved and, if 
these not taken up, more tickets will 
be released on 5 September. Visit 
www.3generate.org.uk to book your 
place!

Opportunities for workers 
and groups to get involved
We are looking for workers/leaders 
and their groups to be involved in 

our 3Generate Shaper Groups to help 
hear the voice, and encourage greater 
involvement, of children and young 
people in the planning and delivery of 
the 3Generate event. We need Shaper 
Groups to help develop the three age 
streams: 8-11, 11-18, 18-23. 

What is a Shaper Group?
Shaper Groups are facilitated by 
workers/leaders with children and 
young people in their local setting. 
Workers/leaders will consult with their 
group on the content of the programme 
for 3Generate and, as a group, they 
may get involved in shaping one 
particular area/session/aspect of the 
event. This may involve them planning 
it for someone else to deliver, or being 
involved in the delivery themselves. 
We also need 18-23 year olds interested 
in helping to plan the 18-23 stream.

If you are interested in being a 
3Gen Shaper Group then email 
childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.
org.uk and we will send you further 
details.

Consultation
If you can’t be involved as a Shaper 
Group, please hold a consultation 
and tell us what the children and 

young people you work with think is 
important to be discussed at 3Generate 
2014. There are a number of resources 
to help you with this. The Big 
SleepOver provides you with lots of 
ideas for hearing the voice of children 
and young people if you are organising 
a residential event. If you don’t have 
that much time then take a look at the 
Big Session, which is a ready-made 
session plan, allowing young people to 
be consulted in approximately a one-
hour meeting.

To download either the Big Sleepover 
or Big Session resource, visit http://
childrenandyouth.org.uk/big-
sleepover/sleepover-resource

To tie in with the Methodist Church’s 
‘A Generous Life’ campaign, the 
theme for this year’s 3Generate will 
be ‘Living Generously’. To find out 
more about the campaign and have 
a go yourself at spinning the ‘wheel 
of generosity’, visit: www.methodist.
org.uk/mission/a-generous-life/the-
wheel-of-generosity

CHILDREN & YOUTH ASSEMBLY

http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/big-sleepover/sleepover-resource
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/big-sleepover/sleepover-resource
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/big-sleepover/sleepover-resource
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/a-generous-life/the-wheel-of-generosity
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/a-generous-life/the-wheel-of-generosity
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/a-generous-life/the-wheel-of-generosity
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Recruitment for the Methodist  
Youth President 2015/2016
Applications are now open for 

Youth President candidates, who 
will be put forward for election at the 
2014 3Generate Children’s and Youth 
Assembly. The successful applicant 
will take up their post in September 
2015. This is a one-year full-time paid 
position that is open to anyone who 
will be aged 18-23 on 1 September 2015.

The main aim of the Methodist Youth 
President is to represent children 
and young people in the Methodist 
Church across the Connexion. The 
Youth President has a voice into the 
decision-making bodies of the Church, 
where there is the opportunity to 
speak out on behalf of children and 

young people. The Youth President 
also looks for any opportunity to meet 
groups of children and young people 
across Britain to hear their views – as 
well as hosting 3Generate, the annual 
Methodist Children’s and Youth 
Assembly.

Each year the Youth President is 
presented with a number of exciting 
and unique opportunities. In previous 
years, these have ranged from 
attending national and international 
Methodist and ecumenical events, 
travelling abroad to meet Methodist 
partners across the globe, attending 
parliamentary groups and 
meeting the Prime Minister.

So if you are between 18 -23, or know 
someone who is, please consider this 
opportunity. More information and 
the job advert  are available on our 
website: http://childrenandyouth.
org.uk/3generate/youth-president/
recruitment-for-methodist-youth-
president-201516/.

Youth Representatives 
Being a Youth Representative is 

an exciting experience that gives 
young people the opportunity to make 
a difference within the Church, and 
to grow spiritually and emotionally. It 
has the potential to be life-changing! 
The Youth Representatives aim to 
represent children and young people 
from across the Connexion in many 
different contexts, including Methodist 
Conference, Methodist Council, World 
Methodist Council, ecumenically and 
on the British Youth Council.

The best (and possibly only) way 
for them to work effectively is by 
meeting and consulting with young 
people – so they can truly represent 

their views and take things 
further. In addition to this, 
the Youth Representatives 
are also a part of the Youth 
President’s Advisory Group. 
If you would like to find more 
about the Youth Representatives 
or you would like them to 
visit your district please contact 
youthpresident@methodistchurch.org.
uk.

The role played by the Youth 
Representatives is continually 
evolving. To keep up to date with what 
they are doing, follow them on Twitter: 
@3GenReps. They also have a blog: 
http://3generatereps.wordpress.com.

Each year elections are held at 
3Generate to appoint young people 
to work voluntarily as Youth 
Representatives. If any of your young 
people might be interested, please do 
encourage them to keep their eyes 
peeled for more information about how 
to apply to stand as Rep, which will 
be sent to 3Generate delegates in the 
lead-up to the event.

http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/youth-president/recruitment-for-methodist-youth-president-201516/
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/youth-president/recruitment-for-methodist-youth-president-201516/
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/youth-president/recruitment-for-methodist-youth-president-201516/
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate/youth-president/recruitment-for-methodist-youth-president-201516/
http://3generatereps.wordpress.com
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The One Programme is a great opportunity for people 
aged 16 to 23. One Programme Participants (OPPs) are 

paid a living wage to work an average of 15 hours a week 
– most of which is spent in a local project but with some 
connexional (national) responsibilities, including working at 
3Generate Children’s and Youth Assembly and attending four 
training weekends. 

The following churches and projects will be hosting OPPs in 
2014/15:

Sunderland Samba FC (Methodist North East Region)
A community football project that grew out of mission and outreach work 
in the local area. It provides football opportunities for refugees, asylum 
seekers, the local Asian community and local white community. 

Emmanuel Methodist Church, Barnsley (Methodist Yorkshire Plus 
Region)
Working to strengthen the local community by providing inclusive 
opportunities and encouraging people to work together towards common 
goals.

The Lab, Newport, South Wales (Methodist Wales Region)
A community of missional people, groups and initiatives that exists to 
encourage experimental forms of church and mission in and around 
Newport, South Wales.

Burry Port Youth Café, Carmarthen (Methodist Wales Region)
Offering a safe environment for young people to meet, be listened to and 
explore faith and spirituality. The project also has a presence, in the form 
of a large tent, at the key summer festivals in Wales. 

Wolverhampton Pioneer ministries (Methodist Bristol and West 
Midlands Region)
A vibrant Christian discipleship movement, based in Wolverhampton 
city centre that seeks to worship fully, love all and serve the city.

The Children’s Society, London (Methodist London Region)
Helping the charity to develop a more diverse group of supporters to 
extend the impact of its work for justice for children and young people.
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Messy Church Teens Development, London (Methodist London Region)
Working with the Bible Reading Fellowship team to collect, inspire and 
disseminate good practice as regards those young people who consider 
themselves ‘too old for Messy Church’. 

The Foyer Project, Dorchester, Dorset (Methodist Southern and Islands 
Region)
Providing a safe and welcome space for the young people of the town 
after school.

Churches together in West Wight Youth Project, Isle of Wight (Methodist 
Southern and Islands Region)
An ecumenical initiative that aims to be dynamic, flexible and 
responsive to the needs of young people in the local community.

Ipplepen Community Hub, Bovey Tracey, Devon (Methodist South West 
Region)
Promoting social inclusion, adding value to the life of the village 
community and maintaining services (eg a community library and cafe) 
that would otherwise be in danger of closing. 

For more details go to www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/oneprogramme.

Taking a year on
The One Programme has gone from strength to strength since it 
started in 2009. Nearly 70 young people have taken part, taking ‘a 
year on’ and making a difference in a variety of projects around the 
country. Looking back over the first five years of the innovative One 
Programme, it is clear that both churches and individual lives have 
been changed. Taking a Year On is a new booklet of inspirational 
stories from the young people involved. Find out about what these 
young people did and what it meant to them. You can download and 
read the book from  http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/oneprogramme/
one-programme/. 

“The One Programme is a great chance to develop as a person and in 
your faith, and to see God work through you and other people around 
you. You won’t be the same person by the end of the year. I wasn’t.” 
Huw

www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/oneprogramme
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/oneprogramme/one-programme/
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/oneprogramme/one-programme/
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Stories from the OPPs…

One of this year’s One Programme 
Participants, Abby Watterson, 

is based with the St Giles’ Centre 
for Religious Education and Faith 
Development in Wrexham. This year 
she was involved in helping to deliver 
an exciting craft project, which she 
tells us about here:

“Near Christmas time, all of the pupils 
in the primary and high schools in 
the area surrounding my host project 
were given the opportunity to decorate 
plain cardboard boxes and turn them 
into ‘story cubes’. Different headings 
were given for each side of the cube, 
these were:
   New beginnings
   Growing
   Healing.

Finally, the heading for the inside of 
the cube was ‘Hopes and Dreams’.

“The pupils each designed their own 
box, decorating the sides using their 
own interpretations of the given 
headings. Some made pictures, some 
used words, some individuals wrote 
about personal experiences linked to 
the headings and talked about moving 
schools, losing loved ones, their hopes 
and dreams for the future and much 
more.

“Pupils brought their individually 
decorated cubes to the local schools’ 
Christmas carol service and, during 
the service, the cubes were used to 
build a road, wall and also a stable 
for Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus 
during the telling of the nativity story. 
There are plans to use the cubes at 
other events during the year as well.

“It has been interesting to see how 
each individual decided to decorate 
their cube and it is clear that a lot of 
time and hard work has been put into 
the project.”

To find out more about the work 
of the St. Giles’ Centre, visit www.
wrexhamparish.org.uk/index.php/re-
centre

Story 
Cubes

www.wrexhamparish.org.uk/index.php/re-centre
www.wrexhamparish.org.uk/index.php/re-centre
www.wrexhamparish.org.uk/index.php/re-centre
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Experience Easter at Trinity Church
Another One Programme 

Participant, Miriam Garnett, is 
based with Trinity Learning, a project 
of Trinity Church in Abingdon. Here 
she tells us about the Experience 
Easter initiative:
“In March we had over 400 children 
and their teachers come through 
our doors in the space of two days. 
Not the sort of thing that you hear 
from a Methodist Church very often 
nowadays is it? 

“For three days Trinity Church, 
Abingdon, was transformed into 
a new Jerusalem. The church was 
divided up into six tableaux scenes. 
Here, storytellers from around 
many Abingdon churches recounted 
excerpts of the Easter story to small 
groups of primary-school children and 
their staff, before exploring together 
some of the links between Jesus’ 
experiences and their own lives. As 
well as listening, the children took an 
active part in the story. They washed 
and dried each other’s hands and 
shared bread. They threaded beads 
on a cord to remind them of people 
who are suffering – family, friends 
and strangers – and wrote their hopes 
and dreams on palm crosses as they 

learnt how the hopes and dreams of 
Palm Sunday were realised in such an 
unexpected way. 

“During the two days, the tableaux 
settings themselves became 
metaphors of the Easter message. 
Gethsemane started out as a dark, 
bare corner, but slowly beautiful little 
creatures and plants crept into the 
garden. The children had been asked 
to put all their bad feelings – anger, 
frustration, annoyance – into their ball 
of dough, and then work them into 
something better. The bare wall by the 
tomb became alive with post it notes 
describing the possible feelings of the 
women who found it empty – ‘amazed’, 
‘filled with wonder’ and, my personal 
favourite, ‘wibberly’!

“Noticeable amongst the children 
was a real atmosphere of stillness 
and concentration, even among the 
ordinarily noisiest members of the 
groups. It was, as one teacher put it, 
‘a time for reflection in a busy world’. 
Indeed, it is clear that Experience 
Easter is not just for the children, but 
for any one of us living in this busy 
world. To sit, reflect and be calm is a 
rare luxury. Doing so frees our minds 
to think beyond our own lives and 
concerns and enables us to rediscover 
a sense of quietude.

“The Easter story is one that many 
shrink away from when working with 
children – unwilling to mention the 
‘gory’ bits for fear of upsetting them. 
But take a look at any children’s 
cartoon – the characters get squidged, 
mutilated and zapped, and children 
don’t seem that bothered. Maybe it’s 
not them that we’re protecting when 
we don’t mention Easter – maybe we’re 
afraid of the awkward questions we’ll 
have to answer. Experience Easter 
doesn’t try and explain the mysteries 
of the Easter story – it takes the 
children on a journey, a journey that 
enables them to explore and discover 
the story in a way that relates to them. 
They experience the sorrow, mystery 
and joy of Easter and they make of it 
what they will. 

“Don’t be afraid of the Easter story. 
Don’t be put off by the gore and the 
difficult theology. At the heart of it 
is the story of a man full of love, who 
shared our hopes and dreams, our 
friendship, betrayal and suffering. 
That’s worth thinking about, surely?”

For more information about 
Experience Easter, visit www.
trinityabingdon.org.uk/learning.

Stories from the OPPs…

www.trinityabingdon.org.uk/learning
www.trinityabingdon.org.uk/learning
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Voice Activated: Developing 
participation in the Methodist 
Church
The decision of the 2007 Methodist 
Conference to set up the Youth 
Participation Strategy (YPS) was brave 
and pioneering. Participation is about 
everyone, not just children and young 
people, it’s the next step towards a true 
understanding of inclusive Church. 
It’s part of a bigger picture - to see 
the whole Church participating more; 
making and moulding the Church, 

together. This new resource is an 
attempt to share that vision and the 
learning from over five years of rolling 
out the YPS.

Voice Activated is published as a 
downloadable resource on http://
childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/
resources-worker/voice-activated/
voice-activated.

New resource Navigate launched
Navigate is a resource for youth 
leaders to use with young people to 
help them to explore and engage with 
the Bible. The five interactive sessions, 
each with an easy to use session plan, 
contain discussions, quizzes, creative 
and reflective activities as well as 
five short animations (following the 
animated character Bob as he asks 
questions about the Bible).  
The questions explored include: 

   What is the Bible?
   Why should I read it?
   How do I read it?
   Can I trust it?
   What difference does the Bible 

make?

Navigate is primarily aimed at 11-15 
year olds, however the material can 
be adapted for use with younger (9-10 
yrs) or older (16+ yrs) groups. It is most 
suited to those with limited knowledge 
of the Bible as it covers a basic 
introduction.

The resource has been produced 
by the Methodist Church and the 
Bible Society and is available free to 
download: www.methodist.org.uk/
navigate. For those who prefer not to 
download, a DVD (priced £2.50 plus 
postage) of the resources can be pre-
ordered from Methodist Publishing 
(www.methodistpublishing.org.uk,  
tel: 0845 017 8220). 

Written by 

JOHN BOYD
CARL DODD

LYNNE NORMAN
RACHEL QUINLAN 
SHARON ROWE

Developing participation in the Methodist Church

http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-worker/voice-activated/voice-activated/
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-worker/voice-activated/voice-activated/
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-worker/voice-activated/voice-activated/
http://childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/resources-worker/voice-activated/voice-activated/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/navigate
http://www.methodist.org.uk/navigate
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk
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Getting Ready for Baptism
Church leaders and family workers 
may often approach you for ideas 
to help prepare children and their 
families for Baptism. What would you 
suggest? 

Barnabas for Children has published 
a new practical course for preparing 
children and their families for 
Baptism. The Getting Ready for 
Baptism Course Book is an ecumenical 
initiative between Methodist 
Children and Youth and the Church 
of England, with support from the 
United Reformed Church. It has 

been developed 
by practitioners 
experienced in 
working with 
children and 
families at this 
significant life 
stage. 

This key resource 
helps children 
and their families 
explore what 
Baptism means 
both as an event 

to celebrate and as a journey to begin. 
The three sessions provide a wide 
range of ideas as well as guidance on 
which ideas work well together. 

Structured into ‘starters’, ‘main course’ 
and ‘desserts’, the activities engage 
baptism candidates, parents and 
godparents, and allow for creativity, 
thoughtful reflection and discussion 
in a comfortable and non-threatening 
context. 

Leaders can download copies of the 
planning sheets and other support 
material used in the sessions. 

An accompanying title, My Baptism 
Journey Activity Book, is available 
for children being baptized, or for the 
siblings of infants, to help them think 
about Baptism and what it means. 
Both books are available from  
www.brfonline.org.uk or local 
Christian bookshops. 

Getting Ready for Baptism costs £8.99, 
My Baptism Journey Activity Book 
costs £3.99. 

Recommended website:
www.greataunt.co.uk is a great little website designed for aunts (real or 
‘adopted’) and godmothers. It contains lots of activities, gift ideas, advice 
and games to help people in these very crucial extended family roles.

http://www.brfonline.org.uk
http://www.greataunt.co.uk
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dates for your diary…

July ‘Walk & Talk’ for those working with families
18-20 July 2014, Felden Lodge, near Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts
With the theme of discipleship 
here is a chance to discover ways to 
encourage everyone to follow Jesus 
together, step by step; parents, carers 
and their children. The weekend is 
designed for all those supporting, 
walking alongside, sharing and 
growing faith with families. There 
is also input from Engage Worship, 
Lucy Moore and Care for the Family, 
as well as expertise and experience 

from colleagues across the Methodist 
Discipleship and Ministries Learning 
Network. Come and learn, share 
experiences and be refreshed! 
Places are limited so book now to 
avoid disappointment: www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/walk-talk-tickets-11342948063. 
For more information, contact Gail 
Adcock: adcockg@methodistchurch.
org.uk (tel: 07817 749626).

History Makers
20-25 July 2014, Felden Lodge,  
near Hemel Hempstead, Herts

History Makers is the young 
leaders (aged 18-30) stream of the 
International Leadership Institute 
and is designed to help equip young 

leaders for strong, biblical, missional 
leadership in the twenty-first century. 
The cost is £250 per person. To find 
out more, visit www.k180.org/uk. 

Young Leaders Festival 2014
4-8 August 2014, The Hop Farm, Kent
An event organised by the Knowledge 
to Action Foundation aiming to 
inspire young people from all over 
the UK and abroad. The festival will 
encourage 2,000 teens (aged 13-17) 
– from many different backgrounds 
– to take charge of their lives and 
teach them how to move confidently 
towards a successful future. It features 
motivational speakers and covers 
themes such as taking the lead on all 

aspects of your life, 
managing relationships, 
maintaining good health, coping 
with pain and emotions, developing 
and believing in your own ideas 
and learning how to effectively give 
back to your community. Each young 
person will be helped by support of 
their group members and dedicated 
youth coaches. For more information 
visit the website: www.ylf2014.com.

August

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walk-talk-tickets-11342948063
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walk-talk-tickets-11342948063
mailto:adcockg%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:adcockg%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.k180.org/uk
http:// www.ylf2014.co.uk
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dates for your diary…

Greenbelt 2014: Travelling Light
2-25 August 2014, Boughton House, Northamptonshire
The festival that brings people 
together to explore faith, arts and 
justice has moved venues! This year 
it will feature Sinead O’Connor, 

Gilles Peterson, Mpho Tutu, Brian 
McLaren and many others. For more 
information or to book, visit:  
www.greenbelt.org.uk.

‘Faithful and Free’,  
free Church Education event
20th September, Birmingham

Sessions include: Prayer Spaces in 
Schools; Pray for Schools; Chaplaincy; 
Higher Education; Using your Building 
as a Resource. There are also keynote 
speakers, Worship and an interactive 
exhibition. Visit: www.freechurches.org.
uk/Articles/403043/Free_Churches/
Activities/Education/Faithful_and_
Free.aspx for more information and to 
book.

3Generate 2014
14-16 November 2014, Pioneer Centre,  
Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire
For more information and to book, visit www.3generate.org.uk.

November

If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-
Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact Us
We always love to 

hear from you!

September

http://www.greenbelt.org.uk
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Articles/403043/Free_Churches/Activities/Education/Faithful_and_Free.aspx
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Articles/403043/Free_Churches/Activities/Education/Faithful_and_Free.aspx
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Articles/403043/Free_Churches/Activities/Education/Faithful_and_Free.aspx
http://www.freechurches.org.uk/Articles/403043/Free_Churches/Activities/Education/Faithful_and_Free.aspx
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouth%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
https://twitter.com/@childrenyouth

