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3GENERATE2014
In November 2014, 3Generate, the Methodist 

Church’s annual assembly for children and 
young people, was a jam-packed weekend full of 

fun and fellowship, laughter, worship and not very 
much sleep! 250 young people, aged 8-23, from all 
over the Connexion came together at the Pioneer 
Centre in Shropshire to discuss, learn, worship and 
make important decisions to help shape the future 
of the Church.

The fun started immediately – the young people 
began to gather on Friday evening, with games, 
quizzes, Godly Play, an introduction to 3Generate 
and a chance to get to know each other. The 18-23s 
stream even started business early, with sofa chats 
on different issues as well as a look at the spiritual 
discipline of prayer.

Saturday morning came and it was time to get on 
with the main business of the weekend. Everyone 
had opportunity to engage in the variety of 
interesting topics; from trafficking to social media, 
from interfaith relationships to what it means to be 
a Christian, and from transgender to mental health 
issues. There really was something for everyone. 
For 16-23 year olds there was a workshop on the 
subject of pornography. Annie Sharples, an 11-18s 
stream delegate said it was her favourite part of 
the weekend, “because it gave us the opportunity 
to discuss something that is often laughed at and 
seems awkward to talk about maturely, and it made 
me think about things I never had before.”

Each age stream had the opportunity to try outdoor 
activities, such as a high ropes course and archery, 
as well as plenty of games and giant inflatables to 
play on.

Young people were given a chance to ask their ‘big 
questions’ to a whole range of people, including 
the President and Vice-President of the Methodist 
Conference, the Revd Kenneth Howcroft and Gill 
Dascombe, who described the weekend as, “exciting 
and energetic!” and the current Youth President 
Megan Thomas.
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As part of 
her role, 
Megan 

presided over 
the weekend. She 

described the event 
as, “truly amazing”, adding, “It’s been 
fantastic to see so many children and 
young people sharing their opinions and 
their voice as well as encountering and 
worshipping God. I already can’t wait for 
next year’s 3Generate.” 

Another highlight of the weekend was a 
visit from the Rhema Theatre Company; 
performing a piece titled The It’s Not 
Fair, designed to encourage everyone to 
think about the issue of trafficking. This 
thought-provoking piece gave delegates 
a real insight into the issue. It was even 
live-streamed online, giving youth groups 
all across the Connexion the ability to get 
involved.

Saturday evening included visits from 
storyteller Bob Hartman, ‘science 
magician’ Matt Prichard and comedian 
Tony Vino, as well as a chance to relax 
with games consoles, board games, 
hot chocolate and a space to chat 

with friends. Georgia Harrison, an 
18-23s stream delegate said, “Having 
the opportunity to share stories with 
other young Methodists has given me 
encouragement and confidence, and has 
inspired me to try harder to follow Jesus 
in everyday life!”

Over the weekend participants were 
able to vote on the issues discussed and 
send a message to the Methodist Church 
about how they’d like to see the future 
of the Church shaped. Lynne Norman, 
co-ordinator of the 18-23s stream said, 
“We tackled some really meaty topics in 
the 3Generate 18-23s stream this year. 
I’m really looking forward to seeing what 
eventually comes from these discussions 
and the impact they could ultimately 
have.”

The final day gave the children and 
young people a chance to vote for those 
who will be representing them over the 
next year. This year, 3Generate was able 
to send representatives to the Methodist 
Conference and Council, the British 
Youth Council, and ecumenical events 
around the country. One of the key parts 
of the assembly is voting for the next 

Methodist Youth President. The 
2015/2016 Youth President elect is Craig 

Gaffney, who was 
attending 3Generate 
for the first time. 
He said, “I felt 
empowered to be 
with lots of young 
Christians all with 
the same ambition – 

to serve God. 3Generate has been crucial 
to many young believers, the sessions are 
really well tailored to a variety of needs.” 
Craig is incredibly excited to have been 
elected, and said, “I give all the glory to 
God. I hope you will all join me on the 
journey next year to keep the Methodist 
Church progressing.”

The weekend was closed with communal 
worship, bringing together all three 
age streams as well as the participants 
of Generate+, an event for children’s 
and youth workers that runs parallel 
to 3Generate. A ‘multiplex’ approach 
to worship allowed participants to 
explore 3Generate 2014’s theme, 
‘living generously’, in a variety of ways, 
including café style, story-telling, arts and 
crafts. Delegates were able to go to which 
room most suited them, before coming 
back together for a touching lesson 
on giving our gifts from God, where 
everyone was given a gift to share with 
someone else.

3Generate 2014 was a fantastic event 
– it was brilliant to see so many young 
people engaging in different ways, and 
embracing the opportunity to have their 
voice heard.

Anna Mallender
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3Gen TV
3Generate 2014 saw the very exciting 

launch of 3GenTV. To find out 
more about what participants got up 
to, and see some videos from the event, 
visit the channel at www.youtube.
com/3generateTV. We encourage 
groups and children and young 
people from around the Connexion to 
submit their videos (with the proper 
permissions of course), telling us:
   what they think of the topics 
discussed

   about a cause or issue close to their 
heart

   about something they’ve done 
recently to make a difference or to 
serve the Church.

3GenTV can be used in conjunction 
with the BiG SleepOver resource, 
which will be available to churches at 
the end of February. This can be found 
at www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/big-
sleepover/sleepover-resource. 

Save the date for 
3Generate 2015

3Generate 2015 will take place 
from Friday 20 to Sunday 22 

November* at the PGL Centre, 
Liddington, nr Swindon. Methodist 
Children and Youth are really excited 
about this move of venue as it means 
we will be able to offer more places to 
delegates! We hope to see you there!

Keep an eye on www.
childrenandyouth.org.uk/3generate-
events for up to date information 
on plans for this year. You can also 
watch the promo video, featuring 
highlights from 2014.

*Please note these dates might 
be different to those previously 
advertised. This is because we have 
moved to a bigger venue for this year 
to avoid disappointing those who 
can’t book in!

3Gen Reps

Don’t forget the 3Gen reps are available 
to visit projects and listen to the 

voice of young people engaging with the 
Methodist Church on any level.

To hear directly from the reps, visit their 
blog: www.3generatereps.wordpress.com.
To find out more about the reps, visit www.
childrenandyouth.org.uk/ 3generate/3gen-
reps/. Email the reps directly (3GenReps@
methodist.org.uk) or find them on Twitter 
(@3GenReps).
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The One Programme 2015/2016

The One Programme is a paid 
year for young people aged 
16 to 23. One Programme 

Participants (OPPs) are paid to work 
an average of 15 hours a week, the 
majority of which is spent working in a 
local project with some hours ‘banked’ 
and used for connexional work and 
training. Each year the Methodist 
Church funds ten placements for 
OPPs, which are selected by a panel 
of young people and key workers 
following an application process. 

We are always keen to find a wide 
variety of different projects that can 
offer an exciting and supported year 
to an OPP. The host projects do not 
necessarily have to be children’s or 
youth work – in the past we have 
had young people placed with food 
banks, creative arts projects and Street 
Pastors. 

Churches and projects that have a 
link to the Methodist Church, are 

invited to apply to host a young 
person on placement with the 
One Programme. We are currently 
searching for hosts for next year, 
which will run from September 2015 
to August 2016.

The host project application pack, 
which contains detailed information 
and an application form, is available 
to download from the Children and 
Youth website www.childrenandyouth.
org.uk/oneprogramme or from regional 
coordinators in the Methodist Learning 
Network, who can also offer you help 
or advice. To find out contact details 
of the coordinator in your region 
visit www.methodist.org.uk/learning/
network-regions.

The deadline for applications is Friday 
6 March 2015.

If you know of a church/project that 
might be suitable, please pass these 
details on to them. 
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Youth President in 
Zimbabwe
In November 2014 the Methodist 

Youth President, Megan Thomas, 
and two colleagues, Syntiche 

Dedji and Lynne Norman, visited 
Zimbabwe for a whistle-stop tour of 
the country. They were hosted on the 
trip by the country’s National Youth 
Coordinator, the Revd Noel Nhariswa 
and the Zimbabwean Youth 
President, Brenda Muzvuve. Here are 
some of the stories from the visit...

The Matthew Rusike 
Children’s Home
Megan, Syntiche and Lynne stayed 
for the first three days of their visit 
at the Matthew Rusike Children’s 
Home (MRCH). This is in Epworth – a 
Methodist community just outside the 
capital city of Harare. MRCH offers a 
loving home to nearly 150 children and 
young people whose parents have either 
passed away or are unable to care for 
them. The home also offers community-
based care for other orphans and helps 
young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds with their school work.

MRCH is made up of several family 
units, each with around ten children, 
ranging in age, and headed up by a 
‘house parent’. This means that, as far as 
possible, the living arrangements closely 
resemble those of normal family life. 

Every child is expected to do their chores 
and help with running the household. 
But they also have time to play! Whilst 
visiting Megan, Syntiche and Lynne 
were taught some new outdoor games 
and were also able to watch the choir 
practising for a party they would be 
performing at that weekend.

The visitors were given a tour of the 
home – which includes a piggery and a 
poultry project (raising chickens for eggs 
and meat) – as well as several vegetable 
patches so that the home can grow its 
own food. Feeding and caring for lots 
of children and their carers is no easy 
job, and at MRCH they face additional 
challenges because there is no running 
water and the electricity supply is very 
unreliable. Megan, Syntiche and Lynne 
had to get used to washing from buckets 
(often with cold water) and doing a lot of 
things by candlelight!

M
eg

an Thomas

Sy
ntic

he Dedji

Ly
nne Norman

Syntiche learning a traditional outdoor game at the Matthew Rusike Children’s Home.
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Church services
A highlight of the visit was attending 
two different services and experiencing 
the excitement and contagious 
enthusiasm of the Zimbabwean 
Church. During the worship young 
and old alike were welcome to get 
up from their seats and ‘throw some 
shapes’ on a dance floor made available 
especially for the purpose! The singing 
and dancing was accompanied by 
traditional drums, horns and clapping. 
It was especially encouraging to see 
young people taking an active and 
confident part in the services.

Hwange National 
Park and Victoria 
Falls
Megan, Syntiche and Lynne covered a 
lot of kilometres on their tour around 
Zimbabwe, including driving through 
Hwange National Park. They managed 
to get a glance of wild elephants and 
giraffes, right by the side of the road. 
Even Noel and Brenda were excited by 
how close they were to the animals! 

There was also opportunity to visit 
Victoria Falls – one of the natural 
wonders of the world – on the Zambezi 
River, which is part of the border 
between Zimbabwe and Zambia. 
Victoria Falls is classed as the largest 
expanse of falling water in the world 
because of its height (108 metres) 
and width (1,708 metres). The size 
and beauty of Victoria Falls was 
overwhelming!

The visitors also had one other 
encounter with the local wildlife 
while in Victoria Falls – Megan and 
Lynne were visited by a scorpion in 
their bedroom, which Brenda quickly 
dispatched with her slipper!  

A Rural Visit
As a contrast to the big cities and 
towns, Megan, Lynne and Syntiche also 
spent a night staying with a family in 
Muda – a very rural part of Zimbabwe 
that relies heavily on farming. The 
visitors were made very welcome – “like 
long-lost relatives” – and, on arriving, 
were greeted with singing and dancing. 
After supper, which was cooked on an 
open fire in a separate kitchen hut, the 
grandma, known as ‘Gogo’, told fairy 
tales for the whole family. Everyone 
then bedded down for the night on 
the floor of the hut. Very early in the 
morning (at 5.00am!) Megan, Lynne 
and Syntiche were taught how to pump 
water from the well and also how to 
use a cow-drawn plough, both jobs 
that children and young people would 
be expected to help with from a very 
young age.

Pakame High 
School
Megan, Syntiche and Lynne visited a 
Methodist boarding school in Pakame, 
where they spoke to an audience of 
400 pupils about the importance of 
education and hard work. They found 
out that, unlike boarding schools in 
the UK, many of the students came 
from families with very little money. 
This meant that parents, and perhaps 
brothers and sisters, had to make lots 

of sacrifices in order to pay for school 
fees. In Zimbabwe, learning is seen as 
an important investment and the hope 
is that, by paying for a good education 
for one child, that child might get a 
good job in the future and be better 
able to look after the family financially.

Look out for an extended version 
of this article to feature in the next 
edition of JMA’s Rainbow magazine 
(www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/
category/worker/jma-secretaries) and 
for some videos about the trip to be 
uploaded to 3GenTV (www.youtube.
com/3generateTV).

The grandma (Gogo) and children showing 

us how to use a cow-drawn plough

Giraffe at the side of the road in Hwange National Park

Students waiting to hear us 

speak at Pakame High School.
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Church as work experience
Each year, millions of teenagers 

undertake the daunting task 
of finding a work experience 

placement. The task has never been 
easy, but it has become almost 
impossible in the current economic 
climate. Yet for many, work experience 
is a formative experience – the first 
taste of success for a less academic 
child, or a real sense of self-worth for 
those lacking confidence. These are the 
children who are least likely to gain a 
work experience placement. 

For the last five years, our church 
(Trinity in Abingdon) has invited 
the three local secondary schools to 
send us Year 10 students for work 
experience. We ask not for the best 
behaved or most religiously inclined, 
but for those who will find work 
experience a struggle, or who will not 
succeed in finding a placement at all.

The first two came for a week. Neither 
were from active church-going families, 
so finding out what church was really 
like, what words such as ‘sermon’ and 
‘notices’ meant, and what was and 
wasn’t acceptable, was quite a steep 
learning curve! They used their IT 
skills to prepare the weekly notice 
sheets, put up displays, helped set the 
church out for special services and 
worked with user groups young and 
old. They spoke to Evergreens about 
work experience, helped to cater for 
end-of-year parties and joined in the 
annual clean-up of Mother and Toddler 

equipment. They also helped us put 
together a bank of church photos to 
use through the year and prepare some 
resources to use with visiting primary 
schools. In between all this, we had 
many long theological discussions. 
Their questions started with the 
meaning of ‘Trinity’ – from there, we 
moved onto discovering the links 
between Christianity and Islam, and 
finally, over lunch one day I was asked 
the meaning of the cross! 

Although this is not an evangelistic 
exercise, the students always leave 
with a much clearer understanding 
of church life and what it is all about. 
Contrary to all the stereotypes of 
teenagers and generation gaps, 
the highlight of their stay is almost 
always the welcome given them by 
our Evergreens group. The feeling is 
mutual – our (ageing) congregation 
enjoys the breath of fresh air that their 
presence brings, while finding jobs for 

them to do and providing supervision 
gives church members a new sense of 
worth.

Schools are desperately short of work 
experience placements. This is a real 
service that our churches can offer the 
community, that can also help us and 
the young people we welcome into our 
community. All you need is:
   an employers’ liability insurance
   someone willing to take overall 
responsibility 

   a lot of jobs that need doing!

You then contact your local school 
and have a brief visit from the local 
authority, to affirm you as a work 
experience provider.

(Thank you to Rosemary Perrow at 
Trinity Learning (www.trinityabingdon.
org.uk/learning) for this article.)

P
hoto: ©

 Thinkstock 2015
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Refreshed               resources
Roots has been publishing  
lectionary-based, ecumenical resources 
since 2002, primarily through two 
magazines. It has recently made the 
following refreshments to its work:

Every week Roots: Children & Young 
People has:
   more ideas to help engage very young 
children

   a brand new young people page 
   a downloadable planning sheet to 
help preparation

 
Every week Roots: Adult & All Age has:
   notes on the links between the 
lectionary readings

   background information and key 
points in the passage

   presentation suggestions for both 
the Gospel and the Old Testament 
passages

   online support: a children’s talk 
before they go into groups, and ‘pass 
it on’ to enable DIY discipleship

In both magazines there are:
   response activities marked to show 
which spiritual styles preferences 
they support

   all the prayers gathered together for 
easy reference and selection.

Visit www.rootsontheweb.com for more 
information, including free previews of 
some of the publications.

New JMA Scripture 
postcards available online
JMA (Junior Mission for All) was 
created so that children would not 
be excluded from supporting and 
learning about the mission of the 
Methodist Church across the world. 
It is also about sharing the insights of 
God’s people from all over the globe 
with children in our churches. JMA 
is a network of and for children, but 
it depends on the help of adults – 
volunteering as JMA secretaries and/
or supporting JMA activities – to make 
it work.

The JMA promise is to “Learn, pray 
and serve with the world-wide Church 
of Jesus Christ” and all three actions 
have equal importance when engaging 
children in the work.

Learn: The ‘learning’ aspect of JMA 
usually happens through the Rainbow 
magazine, which is published three 
times a year and is supported by a 
‘Challenge Chart’ and World Church 
resources. 

Pray: This is about encouraging 
children’s groups, and those leading all 
age worship, to pray about the Church 
in many parts of the world and to use 
prayers and songs from all round the 
globe.

Serve: While JMA has its most 
important focus on education, part of 
its responsibility is to share resources. 
These resources include time, 
people and money. To enable this to 

happen, for many years children have 
collected money for JMA.

To find out more about JMA or, if 
you are already involved and want 
to download resources – like the 
new postcards – for free, visit www.
childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/jma-
information. 

2428 JMA Scripture Postcards 1.indd   1

24/11/2014   15:05
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Lent Family Creative Journal from 
Engage Worship 
Following on from the success of their 
Advent journal, Engage has produced a 
similar resource for Lent. There are 24 
full-colour A4 pages of creative ideas, 
exploring the themes of Lent and Easter 
with the whole family. This resource delves 
into the biblical stories connected with the 
season, and allows everyone to engage with 
them by making use of all kinds of creative 
approaches: writing, messy play, cooking, 
drawing, poetry, singing, listening, chatting 

and more. Each theme is simple enough 
for the youngest, but has enough depth 
for parents and older children , and there 
is a worshipful, reflective approach that 
incorporates things like prayer, confession, 
intercession and thanksgiving.

Visit www.engageworship.org/store/lent-
family-creative-journal to find out more and 
to order a copy.

The treasure box 
Created by Adam and Becky May following 
a successful Kickstarter campaign, the 
opportunity to buy the first Treasure Boxes 
is now here. Each month, buy a Bible story-
themed Treasure Box and have it delivered 
to your door during the first week of the 
month, filled with a number of creative 
activities. Each Treasure Box will bring 
together everything a family needs to 
complete a number of activities including 
a story book, crafts and prayer activity. 
Treasure Boxes are designed for children 

aged 5-8 and their families (please note, the 
contents may not suitable for children aged 
under 3). A Treasure Box makes a great gift 
for grandparents, godparents and parents 
to explore well-loved Bible stories together. 
The cost of a single Treasure Box is just 
£10.00 (including postage and packing). 
There are discounts available for those who 
buy a 6-month or 12-month subscription. 

Visit www.thetreasureboxpeople.co.uk for 
more information.

Experience Easter from Trinity 
Learning
Trinity Learning, who contributed the 
article on page 7 of this edition of Well 
News, have been featured before. In the 
summer 2014 issue we included an article 
about their ‘Experience Easter’ initiative. 
Trinity Learning has very generously 
offered to share the scripts for this so 

that other projects can benefit from 
their work. These can be found on the 
Children and Youth website, along with 
a reproduction of the article in question: 
visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker/
experience-easter.

 
 
 

    
           Format based on Experience Easter by Diocese of Gloucester 
           Bible passages based on “The Message” 
           These resources are Copyright of TrinityLearning – copying permitted for not-for-profit church and school use only.  
 
 

 

 
EXPERIENCE 
EASTER 

 

A series of       
 REFLECTIVE WORKSHOPS 
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Certificate in Family Ministry at 
Cliff College
This academic year Cliff College, 
in partnership with the Methodist 
Learning Network and CGMC, has 
introduced its Certificate in Family 
Ministry, which is designed for family 
work practitioners within the Church 
and the community. The week-
long course (11-15 May 2015) will be 
delivered via lectures and seminars, 
and will have practical, as well as 
theoretical, applications. The aim is 
to enable family workers to reflect 
on their practice, as well as learn new 
skills. Subject areas will include:

   biblical and contemporary reflections 
on the family

   the importance of family, and ideals 
surrounding family 

   the seasons, celebrations and 
significant moments of family life

   the role and relationships in family 
life, and between families and the 
Church, and the community

   the well-being, wholeness and health 
of the family

   practical approaches to working with 
families.

“This will be an important addition to 
our range of courses, bringing together 
some of the key threads in this field 
of mission and ministry. We look 

forward to working with some of the 
key practitioners and thinkers in this 
subject, and welcome the opportunity 
to work alongside Gail Adcock and 
members of the national Methodist 
team.” (Ian White, Programme Leader, 
Vocational Ministry Courses, Cliff 
College)

“This course is an innovative and 
dynamic response to the changing 
landscape of family ministry in 
churches across the UK. It promises 
to be an invaluable time for all those 
engaged in ministry with families and 
gives an opportunity for us to unpack 
key aspects of our roles and this 
work.” (Gail Adcock, Family Ministry 
Development Officer, Methodist 
Church)

Participants gain a Cliff College 
Certificate by completing one piece 
of assignment work following the 
teaching week. Contact Cathi Thacker 
(c.thacker@cliffcollege.ac.uk / 01246 
584221) or visit www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/
page/certificate_in_family_ministry for 
more details.

Cost: Approx. £325, including all 
accommodation and teaching 
materials.
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Connecting Disciples – 
confident discipleship: living 
faith in a changing world
2-5 March, High Lea Conference 
Centre, Hoddesdon
A conference for all lay employees and 
children and youth workers looking to be 
refreshed and challenged. More information 
is available from www.methodist.org.uk/
connectingdisciples.

CACHE childcare roadshow 
Thursday 5 March, London
Penny Tassoni and other leading childcare 
experts discuss the role of the early years 
practitioner in nurturing achievement. This event 
will provide an excellent continuing professional 
development opportunity, and will appeal to 
practitioners dedicated to improving childcare 
and all those responsible for the development of 
their staff. You do not have to be registered with 
CACHE to attend. Tickets are £49 - £69. For more 
information or to book, visit www.cache.org.uk/
centres/events.

Come home: an invitation to 
rest in God
Friday 6 March, Belmont Chapel, 
Western Way, Exeter
A retreat day with Mark Yaconelli. For more 
information go to www.ycwsw.org.uk. 

‘Let us play’ spirituality 
weekend
6-8 March, Cliff College
A brand new weekend course exploring issues of 
spirituality and play amongst children, which will 
be especially helpful for all those who work with 
or alongside children, particularly focusing on 
5-11 year olds. The cost of £120 includes all meals 
on Saturday and half-board on Sunday; two nights 
of en-suite accommodation and all teaching 
materials. Contact Cathi Thacker (c.thacker@
cliffcollege.ac.uk / 01246 584221) to book.

Youth and children’s work 
South West 2015
Saturday 7 March, Belmont Chapel, 
Western Way, Exeter
An ecumenical conference for voluntary and 
paid children’s, family and youth workers, to 
be inspired, equipped and challenged through 
workshops, worship, networking and this year’s 
key note speaker, Mark Yaconelli. For more 
information go to www.ycwsw.org.uk. 

Working with young people 
and children on the issue of 
self harm
Saturday 7 March, 90 Deansgate, 
Manchester
A morning session supported by the North 
West and Mann Regional Team of the Methodist 
Learning Network. Bookings and full information 
via susiemapledoram@manchester.anglican.org.

dates for your diary…
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Households of faith – a 
‘Family Matters’ webinar
Tuesday 10 March, 7.30-8.30pm
Jane Butcher explores how families nurture faith 
together when they face daily challenges of time, 
having the family together, changing lifestyle 
patterns and needs as children get older and 
others? What does the ‘family context’ mean and 
what role does the extended church family play? 
To register, email cymoffice@bristol-baptist.ac.uk.

Cache Childcare Roadshow 
2015
Wednesday 11 March 2015, 
Birmingham
Penny Tassoni and other leading childcare 
experts discuss the role of the early years 
practitioner in nurturing achievement. This event 
will provide an excellent continuing professional 
development opportunity, and will appeal to 
practitioners dedicated to improving childcare 
and all those responsible for the development of 
their staff. You do not have to be registered with 
CACHE to attend. Tickets are £49 - £69. For more 
information or to book, visit www.cache.org.uk/
centres/events.

Child Bereavement UK 
National Conference – 
Matters of life and death
Friday 13 March 2015, Central Hall 
Westminster, London
This conference will enable delegates to 
explore the importance of early intervention for 
bereaved families in areas of deprivation. It is 

relevant to all those concerned with making a 
difference to families living in deprivation. Cost: 
£65. More information is available from www.
childbereavementuk.org/training.

Spirituality for children and 
young people
Saturday 14 March 2015, Luther 
King House, Manchester
An event supported by the North West and 
Mann Regional Team of the Methodist Learning 
Network, from 10.00am to 4.00pm. The day costs 
£20.00 with five places offered free, so early 
enquiries are advisable. Contact Alison Hulse 
(hulsea@methodistchurch.org.uk).

Family ministry – a ‘Family 
Matters’ webinar
Thursday 16 April 2015, 7.30-
8.30pm
Family ministry has seen an unprecedented 
rise across the Church in the UK in recent 
years. Increasing numbers of workers and 
congregations are seeking more holistic ways 
of working with parents, children and young 
people. This webinar, hosted by the Methodist 
Church Family Ministries Development Officer, 
Gail Adcock, will consider the current shape 
and formation of family ministry, and explore 
the various methods taken to engage with 
families. It will also reflect on how this work can 
be developed and supported in the future with 
particular reference to how the Church may stand 
alongside families as they face the challenges 
of today’s society. To register, email cymoffice@
bristol-baptist.ac.uk.

dates for your diary…
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Certificate in Family 
Ministry
11-15 May 2015, Cliff College
See page 10 for further details, or visit  
www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/page/certificate_in_
family_ministry

Cradle to the Grave – a 
‘Family Matters’ webinar
Tuesday 19 May 2015, 7.30-8.30pm
The final webinar of the series from the Centre 
for Family and Childhood Studies at Bristol 
Baptist College will seek to pull strands together, 
exploring how family life is woven from a 
complex blend of celebration, transition and 
tragedy. Presented by Mary Hawes, it will offer 
models of how the wider Church community can 
help to strengthen and support families when 
they are fraying at the edges. Finally, it will assist 
participants reflect on the many aspects of family 
explored during the series and consider what 
challenges face them in their own situations. To 
register, email cymoffice@bristol-baptist.ac.uk.

Youth Work: The Summit 
(YWS)
Saturday 20 June, Tonbridge, Kent 
(and pre-event 19 June)
YWS is a different kind of youth ministry training 
event, where new and established voices, drawn 
from every area of the Church and beyond 
it, explore the future of Christian youth work 
together. For more information and to buy tickets, 
visit www.youthworksummit.com.

CGMC Conference
11-12 September 2015
A conference to launch the new family ministry 
research report and the new core skills for family 
ministry. More details to follow!

3Generate 2015
20-22 November, Liddington, nr 
Swindon
Look out for more details.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-
Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact Us
We always love to 

hear from you!

dates for your diary…
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