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3GENERATE IS GROWING
Bookings opened on 6 June 2015!
3Generate is the annual Methodist Children’s and Youth 
Assembly and is open to anyone, aged 8 to 23, who engages 
with the Church in any way. The weekend includes worship, 
workshops, outdoor activities and creative arts as well as 
the opportunity for delegates to have their say on issues 
that matter to them – including voting for elected reps and 
the Methodist Youth President. The event will take place 
from the evening of Friday 20 to lunchtime on Sunday 22 
November*.

Last year the tickets for young people aged 11 to 18 sold 
out within 3 days! So this year we have taken a very brave 
decision and booked a new and much larger venue – the 
PGL Centre in Liddington, near Swindon. We’re hoping this 
means no one will be left disappointed. 

Visit www.3generate.org.uk from 9.00am on Saturday 6 June 
to book your place!

Last year we also launched 3Gen TV – our very own YouTube 
channel. To discover more about what we talked about last 
year, to see what the elected reps and Youth President have 
been up to and to watch a video showing highlights of the 
event, visit www.youtube.com/3GenerateTV. 

Opportunities for workers, children 
and young people to get involved
We are always keen 
to make sure that 
children and young 
people play a key 
role in shaping 
3Generate – so that 
we’re talking about 
subjects that really 
matter to delegates 
and the weekend 
features activities 

http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/3GenerateTV
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and worship they want to engage in. To 
this end we are looking for workers/
leaders and their groups to be involved 
in the planning and delivery of this 
year’s event. 

Shaper Groups
One of the primary ways in which we 
achieve this is through our 3Generate 
Shaper Groups. We need Shaper 
Groups to help develop the three age 
streams: 8-11, 11-18 and 18-23. Shaper 
Groups are facilitated by workers/
leaders with children and young people 
in their local setting. Workers/leaders 
consult with their group on the content 
of the 3Generate programme and, 
as a group, they may get involved in 
shaping one particular area/session/
aspect of the event. This may involve 
them planning it for someone else 
to deliver, or being involved in the 
delivery themselves. We also need 18-
23 year olds interested in helping to 
plan the 18-23 stream.

The Big SleepOver 
and Big Session
If you can’t be involved as a Shaper 
Group, please hold a consultation 
and tell us what the children and 
young people you work with think is 
important and should be discussed at 
3Generate 2015. There are resources to 
help you with this. The Big SleepOver 
provides you with lots of ideas for 
hearing the voices of children and 
young people if you are organising a 
residential event. If you don’t have that 

much time then take a look at the Big 
Session, which is a ready-made session 
plan, allowing young people to be 
consulted in a single meeting. 

To download either the Big Sleepover 
or Big Session resource, visit 
www.3generate.org.uk. 

Don’t forget you can also visit  
www.youtube.com/3generateTV for 
videos that can help start people 
talking!

If you are interested in being a 
3Generate Shaper Group, or you have 
some feedback from your group that 
you think we should hear, then email 
childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.
org.uk.

Can you help us 
reach young adults 
in your area?
This year, to make the most of the 
extra space we have at the 3Generate 
venue, we would love to do some work 
to improve access to the event for 18-
23 year olds. We realise that people 
in this age group often find it more 
difficult to book into the event in 
advance, as they often face a lot more 
uncertainty regarding their future, can 
be under pressure with job hunting 
or exams or may not have a worker 
available to support and encourage 
them with registering for the event 
and arranging transport. If you know 
of any projects working with young 
people aged 18 to 23, or have any 

suggestions to offer with regards 
to encouraging more young 
adults to attend, then email 
Lynne Norman: normanl@
methodistchurch.org.uk. 

The Well 
Weekend at 
3Generate 
A separate event for leaders 
and workers runs alongside the 
3Generate Children’s and Youth 
Assembly – allowing workers to 
get together and share, whilst 
their groups attend 3Generate. 
This event offers time and space 
for fellowship, networking, Bible 
study, worship, and for exploring 
how to connect with 3Generate 
in local settings and also, how to 
help children and young people 
connect with 3Generate at home. 

The weekend costs £99, plus 
we have a limited number of 
day delegate places for £60 on 
Saturday 21 November.

Further details will be available 
at www.3generate.org.uk. 

*This may be a different date to 
one previously advertised, due 
to the move to a larger venue.

http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/3generateTV
mailto:childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:normanl@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.3generate.org.uk
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Methodist Youth 
President 2016/2017 – 
RECRUITING SOON!
The search soon begins for Youth 
President candidates to be put forward 
for election at the 2015 3Generate 
Children’s and Youth Assembly. The 
successful applicant will take up their 
post in September 2016. This is a one-
year full-time paid position that is open 
to anyone who will be aged 18-23 on 1 
September 2016.

The role’s main aim is to represent 
children and young people in 
the Methodist Church across the 
Connexion. The Youth President has 
a voice in the decision-making bodies 
of the Church, where there is the 
opportunity to speak out on behalf of 
children and young people. The Youth 
President also looks for opportunities 
to meet groups of children and young 
people across Britain and hear their 

views – as well as hosting 3Generate. 

Each year the Youth President is 
presented with a number of exciting 
and unique opportunities. In previous 
years, these have ranged from 
attending national and international 
Methodist and ecumenical events, 
travelling abroad to meet Methodist 
partners across the globe, to attending 
parliamentary groups and meeting the 
Prime Minister.

So if you are between 18 -23, or know 
someone who is, please consider this 
opportunity. More information and job 
advert will be available on the main 
Methodist website later in the month at 
www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/job-
opportunities. Watch this space!

http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/job-opportunities
http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/job-opportunities
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Youth Representatives 
Being a youth representative is an 
exciting experience that gives young 
people the opportunity to make a 
difference within the Church, and to 
grow spiritually and emotionally. It 
has the potential to be life-changing! 
The Youth Representatives aim to 
represent children and young people 
from across the Connexion in many 
different contexts, including the 
Methodist Conference, Methodist 
Council, World Methodist Council, 
ecumenically and on the British 
Youth Council.

The best (and possibly only) way for 
them to work effectively is by meeting 
and consulting with young people – so 
they can truly represent their views 
and take things further. If you would 
like to find more about the Youth 
Representatives or you would like them 
to visit your district please contact 
3genreps@methodistchurch.org.uk. 

The role played by the Youth 
Representatives is continually evolving. 
To keep up to date with what they 
are doing, follow them on Twitter: 
@3GenReps. They also have a blog: 

3generatereps.wordpress.com or you 
can watch some of their videos at www.
youtube.com/3generateTV. 

Every year, elections are held 
at 3Generate to appoint young 
people to work voluntarily as 
Youth Representatives. If you know 
any young people who might be 
interested, please encourage them 
to keep their eyes peeled for more 
information about how to apply to 
stand as a Rep, which will be sent to 
3Generate delegates in the lead-up to 
the event.

mailto:3genreps@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://3generatereps.wordpress.com
http://www.youtube.com/3generateTV
http://www.youtube.com/3generateTV
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2015/2016 One programme hosts – 
paid opportunities for young adults!

This year saw a large number of applications to be a One Programme 
project. The 10 chosen projects will have a young person (a One Programme 
Participant – OPP) employed to work in that project for 15 hours a week. 
Below is a summary of the fantastic and varied projects that were chosen.

Aberystwyth University 
Chaplaincy Team and Aber 
Methsoc, Wales 
The OPP will be working in these 
two areas to increase relationships 
with young people and to help to 
develop the University chapel.

Chapel FM Community Arts 
Centre, Leeds
The OPP will be involved in 
technical assistance, including 
broadcasts and exhibitions, as well 
as helping others to participate in 
the work of Chapel FM.

Crediton Methodist Church 
Youth Project, Devon
The OPP will be involved in 
the youth activities, creating 
opportunities for young people’s 
voice and influence to be felt in the 
church and the community.

Croydon Methodist Circuit 
Youth Development
The OPP will have involvement in 
a variety of activities with young 
people, such as after school clubs, 
cell groups and social media 
development.

InTegrate, Emmanuel 
Methodist Church, Barnsley
The OPP will help to create 
opportunities for intergenerational 
work.

Rainbow Community Cafe, 
Christ Church Woodley, 
Reading
The OPP will be working within the 
cafe to improve and promote the 
church’s engagement with the local 
community and to develop ideas 
such as Messy Kitchen and after-
school cafes.

The RE Team, Doncaster
The OPP will be involved in schools 
work and developing activities with 
children and families, both within 
and outside the church.

Trinity Centre, Cardiff 
Methodist Circuit
The OPP’s role will focus on 
fundraising for the project by writing 
bids and organising fundraising 
events for the Trinity Centre.
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We Are Wesley Project, Brixton 
Hill Methodist Church, London
The OPP will be involved in a project 
of intergenerational faith sharing, 
involving gathering stories and 
devising ways to share them.

Youth Action on Poverty, Wigan
The OPP’s role will be to create 
opportunities to engage young people 
in the work of the project, which 
involves a foodbank, a charity shop and 
a centre for the homeless.

Recruitment for the OPP roles 
is still taking place in some 
locations!
If you or someone you know would be 
interested in applying for an OPP post, 
please visit www.methodist.org.uk/who-
we-are/job-opportunities or keep an 
eye out for local advertising. 

See the next page for an article 
featuring one of the 2014/2015 OPP 
Host Projects.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/job-opportunities
http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/job-opportunities
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Bluefish has grown out of a Fresh 
Expression of church developed 
by Wolverhampton Pioneer 

Ministries, a joint Methodist/Anglican 
project in Wolverhampton city centre. It 

works with 17 to 30-year-olds, growing 
a vibrant discipleship movement.

“We seek to worship fully, love all 
and serve the city,” said Deborah 
Walton, team leader and lay 

pioneer minister. “Members of 
the community are encouraged to 

embrace opportunities to serve and 
grow as disciples shaped for mission. We 
meet regularly each Sunday evening at a 
gathering called Vitalise.”

Because Wolverhampton city centre is 
mainly retail and commercial premises, 
the team has to find young adults and 
work out how to approach them in 
an intentionally Christian way that is 

appropriate and gives the opportunity to 
show the love of Christ.

“We decided to explore the use of 
chaplaincy as our primary mission tool,” 
said Deborah. “In November 2013 we 
started providing weekly chaplaincy 
at Badger Court, a YMCA hostel for 
homeless young adults. “We consulted 
with chaplains working in other contexts 
about how to develop this idea. As a 
result four members of our community 
who were all under the age of 26 were 
trained and commissioned as lay 
chaplains in July 2014 and Bluefish 
Chaplaincy was born.”

The team gets training support and 
supervision from more experienced 
chaplains at the Black Country Urban 
Industrial Mission. 

“The Bluefish team now provides weekly 
chaplaincy to YMCA Black Country at 
Badger Court and KicFM,” said Deborah. 
“KicFM is a young person’s community 
radio station based in Wolverhampton, 

An insight into a 2014/2015  
OPP host project

Above: Team meeting
Right: Morning  

Prayer in Starbucks
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broadcasting24/7 online across the 
world!” The team ran an ambitious 
Christmas project last year, re-telling 
the Christmas story by writing a radio 
nativity play set in modern times and 
broadcast by KicFM.

Bev Momenabadi, Participation 
Coordinator at YMCA Badger Court, 
said, “The impact that chaplaincy has 
had on our residents and organisation 
has been phenomenal, but is so hard to 
put into words.

“The chaplaincy and Vitalise give our 
residents someone to talk to, someone 
to listen to their worries, achievements, 
problems. Surprisingly, for our young 
people this is something that they may 
never have had before.”

In addition to the traditional chaplaincy 
role of listening and being an intentional 
presence in a place where they are 
invited guests, the Bluefish team also 
offers activities for people to engage 
with chaplains in a different context. 
Deborah said: “We have been involved 
in eight weeks of keep fit dance classes, 

ten weeks of rock climbing, monthly 
football and, during December, a 
Christmas community choir. We have 
been delighted that our chaplains have 
had opportunities of working with other 
chaplains, for example at V-Festival and 
the Staffordshire Show. We continue 
to look for other places where we can 
offer chaplaincy and build relationships 
with people who might not otherwise 
knowingly come into contact with 
Christians.”

Graham Wiggley, 26, one of the 
chaplains, has found serving people 
through chaplaincy “not only a deeply 
rewarding service but a necessary one”.

Another of the chaplains, Shaz Mellis 
(25), said, “I’ve often thought about 
Church presence at events, like the 
Staffordshire Show, and seeing it in 
action reassured me that it is much 
needed and a successful way of engaging 
with people.”

This article was first published in the 
connexion, published by the Methodist 
Church in Britain, © Trustees for 
Methodist Church Purposes 2015. 
Reproduced with permission.
The connexion is a new print magazine 
for Methodist people, Issue 2 had a 
special focus on Chaplaincy. For more 
information about the connexion, visit 
www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/
the-connexion-magazine where you can 
also view the Chaplaincy Everywhere 
video. For information about Chaplaincy 
resources, see page 8.

Top: Catherine, Deborah and Nicola 
(some members of our chaplaincy team)
Middle: Bev, Alaisha (on Bev’s lap) and 
Kadian (YMCA staff and family)
Bottom: YMCA prayer board

Photos © Revd Langley Mackrell-Hey/ 
Shine Photographics

http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/the-connexion-magazine
http://www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/the-connexion-magazine
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We are family: the changing face of 
family ministry
The family ministry research report, 
We are Family: The Changing Face of 
Family Ministry will be launched this 
autumn at a conference of the same 
name, to be held at Liverpool Hope 
University from Friday 11 to Saturday 
12 September. The conference will be 
hosted jointly by the Methodist Church 
and the Consultative Group on Ministry 
among Children (CGMC) and is the 
culmination of two years’ ground-
breaking research and consultation 
regarding the current shape of work 
with families across the Church in the 
UK.

This two-day dynamic event will also 
mark the publication of the brand 
new Core Skills for Family Ministry, a 
training course for those working with 
families, published by Bible Reading 
Fellowship (BRF). 

The event will explore a host of 
different ways in which the Church 
works with families and will seek to 
answer questions, such as:
   How is the Church working with 
families today?

   What does this ministry look like?
   What training and resources are 
available for those working in this 
field?

We’ll also be delighted to welcome 
Carrie Longton, co-founder of Mumsnet, 
to this event. Carrie’s church roots are 
in Methodism and her father was a lay 

preacher, so we look forward to hearing 
from her on the afternoon of the Friday 
11 September. The conference promises 
to be a superb couple of days, exploring 
the landscape of work with families. 

For more details, visit www.
childrenandyouth.org.uk/events-
workers/we-are-family or email Gail 
Adcock (adcockg@methodistchurch.
org.uk). 

news and resources…

 Tickets Early bird £115 til 30 June, then £125

 Day delegate £60 includes lunch

 Contact/booking cgmcconference@gmail.com

 Further information cgmcontheweb.com

Family Ministry Conference 

11–12 September 2015
11am Fri 11th – 5pm Sat 12th Sept 

at Liverpool Hope University,

Hope Park, Liverpool L16 9JD

How is the Church working with families today? What does  
this ministry look like? What training and resources are 
available for those working in this field?

CGMC and The Methodist Church are excited to be launching 
the family ministry research at this unique and unmissable event. 
Explore a host of themes featured in this groundbreaking project 
looking at the current shape of work with families across the 
church in the UK. Plus experience the brand new ‘Core Skills for 
Family Ministry’ course developed to equip all those working  
with families! With reflections from Carrie Longton, co-founder  
of Mumsnet.

We are FamilyWe are Family

A UNIQUE 
EVENT  

NOT TO BE  
MISSED!

The Changing Face of Family Ministry

A free edition of the brand 

new Core Skills book for all 

weekend delegates

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/events-workers/we-are-family
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/events-workers/we-are-family
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/events-workers/we-are-family
mailto:adcockg@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:adcockg@methodistchurch.org.uk
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The Methodist Association of Youth Clubs (MAYC) 
was founded in June 1945 with a special event held 
in the Royal Albert Hall.

Amongst other events around the country, on 
Sunday 31 May 2015 at Tewkesbury Methodist 
Church, there was a special celebration of Methodist 
youth work past and present. It started with worship 
and continued with lunch and the sharing of 
memories and hearing about present-day Methodist 
youth work. 

On Saturday 11 July 2015 at St James Road 
Methodist Church, Southampton, there will be a 
‘Picnic and Praise’ event to mark the anniversary. 
The celebration starts at 11.30am with worship and 
continues with the sharing of memories and hearing 
about present day Methodist youth work. A bring 
and share lunch will be followed by yellow-and-
green-themed games for all ages – with prizes for 
the best dressed in MAYC colours! At 4.00pm there 
will be a cake-cutting ceremony, prayer and close. 
To register your interest and for more information, 
email Nicola Briggs (nicola@briggsworld.co.uk). 

Gone but not forgotten – 
celebrating MAYC’s 70th birthday 

mailto:nicola@briggsworld.co.uk
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Mission Matters
The latest issue of Mission Matters magazine 
highlights inspirational stories of family ministry. 
Check out the granny graduate in Fiji, why tea and 
toast in Market Weighton works and how families are 
welcoming the community and walking with them on 
their faith journey. Even dads are making their mark 
with an innovative ‘Who let the dads out’ project. To 
read an online version, visit www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/mission-matters-magazine. If you would like 
a paper copy, then call 020 7467 3532.

Resources for exam stress and good 
mental health
It’s that time of year again, when many 
young people are under pressure to 
revise for exams, meet coursework 
deadlines, make difficult choices 
about their future and generally 
do well. Remember to visit www.
childrenandyouth.org.uk/resources-
worker/exam-stress for some handy 

help sheets. You can also download 
one of our resource cards, produced 
in partnership with Young Minds, 
on mental health and good mental 
wellbeing, from www.childrenandyouth.
org.uk/resources-worker/mental-
health.

Chaplaincy Essentials
Chaplaincy Essentials is a new 
Methodist training resource 
introducing the basics of chaplaincy 
work. With chaplaincy work growing 
as a form of outreach in many 
communities, the resource is aimed 
mainly at volunteers working with 
local chaplaincy teams. The material 
is arranged in six 
group sessions, 
with practical on-
the-job exercises for 
chaplaincy work, 

but the resource is designed to be 
flexible and can be used in a number 
of different ways to meet your needs. 
Chaplaincy Essentials is available 
for free from www.methodist.org.
uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-
essentials.

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/mission-matters-magazine
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/mission-matters-magazine
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/resources-worker/exam-stress
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/resources-worker/exam-stress
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/resources-worker/exam-stress
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/resources-worker/mental-health
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/resources-worker/mental-health
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/resources-worker/mental-health
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-essentials
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-essentials
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy/chaplaincy-essentials
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Core training and resources
Methodist Children and Youth is happy 
to recommend the Core Skills training 
books, written by the Consultative 
Group for Ministry Among Children 
(CGMC) and published by Bible 
Reading Fellowship (BRF):
   Core Skills for Children’s Work: 

A practical and creative course 
to provide training for children’s 
workers through six foundational 
modules.

   More Core Skills for Children’s 
Work: Building on the foundational 
teaching in Core Skills for Children’s 
Work, this complementary resource 

offers six key modules of extended 
training for children’s workers and 
their teams of adult helpers and 
young leaders.

   Core Skills for Family Ministry: Core 
Skills is an interdenominational 
modular scheme offering 
foundational training for all those 
involved with church-based family 
ministry.

To find out more, or to order copies of 
the books, visit www.brfonline.org.uk/
training-and-skills/#CoreSkillsbooksan
dIntroduction. 

Called to pioneer?
Are you currently discerning the call 
to pioneer ministry or considering the 
appointment of a pioneer in your 
church, circuit or district? Called to 
Pioneer? introduces the work of 
pioneering mission, as well as the new 
Methodist Pioneering Pathways. It 
describes the work and ministry of a 
pioneer within a Methodist context 
and contains suggestions as to how 
you might test and respond to the call 
to pioneer. The booklet is both 

informative and a resource for 
reflection and vocational discernment. 
It is available from Methodist 
Publishing (www.methodistpublishing.
org.uk/books/sy115-ct-15/called-to-
pioneer). A new video, Methodist 
Pioneering Pathways - turning 
possibilities into reality, is also 
available (www.methodist.org.uk/
learning/methodist-pioneering-
pathways). 

Enjoy the story of Jesus in a dyslexia-
friendly format
Mark’s Gospel presents the story of 
Jesus, a man of action and authority, in 
a straightforward, vigorous way, with 
emphasis on what Jesus did rather 

than on his words and teachings. The 
new dyslexia-friendly edition from the 
Bible Society:
   follows the guidelines of the British 

http://www.brfonline.org.uk/training-and-skills/#CoreSkillsbooksandIntroduction
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/training-and-skills/#CoreSkillsbooksandIntroduction
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/training-and-skills/#CoreSkillsbooksandIntroduction
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/training-and-skills/#CoreSkillsbooksandIntroduction
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/training-and-skills/#CoreSkillsbooksandIntroduction
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/sy115-ct-15/called-to-pioneer
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/sy115-ct-15/called-to-pioneer
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/sy115-ct-15/called-to-pioneer
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/methodist-pioneering-pathways
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/methodist-pioneering-pathways
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/methodist-pioneering-pathways
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Dyslexia Association for dyslexia-
friendly formatting

   uses the bestselling Good News Bible 
translation

   includes iconic Annie Vallotton 
illustrations

   is printed on cream-coloured matt 
paper to minimise reflection.

To get a copy for just £3.99,  
visit www.biblesociety.org.uk. 

Free guides for parents and carers from 
contact a family
Contact a Family is producing 
summaries of some of its most popular 
guides for parents, including Claiming 
Disability Living Allowance for 
Children. This summary factsheet gives 
an overview of the Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA), the main benefit for 

disabled children. It debunks some 
myths and explains how getting DLA 
can help lead to extra help with child 
tax credit and other financial support. 
To find out more, visit www.cafamily.
org.uk/news-and-media/free-guides-
for-parents-and-carers. 

New website for young carers from the 
carers trust
Recent research conducted by the Carers Trust shows that caring for parents or 
siblings has a notable effect on the well-being of young people. The research, 
conducted with over 350 unpaid young carers from groups around the country, 
compares the findings with 
a YouGov poll of 457 non-
carers aged 8 to 15, revealing 
that young carers are less 
happy, more worried, sadder 
and more confused than 
their peers. For this reason 
the Trust has launched 
Babble (www.babble.
carers.org), a new online 
community and website 
for this age group, which 
will provide friendship and 
support online for young 
carers under 18. 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk
http://www.cafamily.org.uk/news-and-media/free-guides-for-parents-and-carers
http://www.cafamily.org.uk/news-and-media/free-guides-for-parents-and-carers
http://www.cafamily.org.uk/news-and-media/free-guides-for-parents-and-carers
http://www.babble.carers.org
http://www.babble.carers.org


14

Care for the Family’s newly revised, 
ready-to-run Parentalk course is an 
absolute breeze to use.

The pack comes with a DVD, 10 
booklets for parents and a leader’s 
guide. Initially I would watch the DVD 
and read the leader’s guide before 
each session to prepare myself. But 
honestly, if you don’t have the time, 
there really is no need to worry; the 
course is easy to follow. I did find 
the leader’s book helpful during the 
session as it provides key questions to 
prompt conversation and stay on track. 
The parents’ booklets are fun, glossy 
and packed full of simple tips and 
reminders, and you wouldn’t look out 
of place reading it on the bus or during 
your lunch break. The DVD is broken 
up into bite-size chunks, offering plenty 
of time for comment and conversation 
in between.

Ours was a very small group of four 
mums, including a single parent. The 
group gelled very quickly and relished 
the time and space to talk with other 
parents, especially other women. 
Initially I felt that our group might be 
too few to run the course, but it became 
clear very early on that a bigger group 
may not have the time needed to chat 

through their views and feelings.

The course is filled with top tips, and 
it gave those of us with slightly older 
children a wonderful opportunity to 
reminisce about when our children 
were younger. You can so easily forget 
the little nuggets of joy amongst the 
sleepless nights and nappies!

As parents we go through a 
rollercoaster of emotions such as fear, 
guilt, joy and unconditional love, as we 
learn ‘on the job’ how to become mums 
and dads.

Parentalk will help you build 
confidence in your own parenting 
skills. By watching the DVD and 
speaking with other parents, you will 
begin to realise that being a parent isn’t 
about always getting it right but about 
just trying to be the best mum or dad 
you can.

Reviewed by Jo Yair, Children and 
Families Worker, Vale of Stour Circuit.

For more information about Parentalk, 
visit www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
courses/parentalk.

review…

Parentalk 
by Care for 
the Family

http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/parentalk
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/parentalk
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dates for your diary…
Visit www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion for more news 
of learning events taking place in the Methodist Church through the Discipleship, 
Ministry and Learning Network.

National Month of Prayer for Toddler Groups
June 2015
With over 20,000 churches estimated to be running toddler groups in the UK, it 
is so important for the group leaders, children and families to be backed in prayer. 
1277 have chosen June 2015 as a national prayer month for parent and toddler 
group ministries.  A range of resources, from posters to craft activities, can be found 
at www.1277.org.uk/resources. 

3Generate 2015
6 June 2015
Booking opened at www.3generate.org.uk.

Student Christian Movement, Summer National 
Gathering
12-15 June 2015, Hesley Wood Activity Centre, Chapeltown, 
Sheffield
Confirmed speakers include the Revd Dave Tomlinson, author and vicar at St Luke’s 
Church, London, and Chine Mbubaegbu, journalist, writer and author of Am I 
Beautiful? For more information, visit www.movement.org.uk/summer.

Cliff College Summer School
15-19 June 2015, Cliff College, Derbyshire
The college has a programme of six teaching streams, with a mixture of ‘overview’ 
and ‘deeper’ themes, and room for 80 participants at the site in Derbyshire. Visit 
www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/page/summer_school or contact the Summer School 
Administrator for more details at admin@cliffcollege.ac.uk (tel: 01246 584200).

http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion
http://www.1277.org.uk/resources
http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.movement.org.uk/summer
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/page/summer_school
mailto:admin@cliffcollege.ac.uk
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Schools with Soul – Spiritual Well-Being in 
School Communities
18 – 20 June 2015, Liverpool Hope University
This major international and ecumenical conference is for all involved with school 
chaplaincy (lay or ordained), pastoral leaders, diocesan education and youth 
officers, practitioners and policy makers interested in this vital growth area of 
Christian ministry. For more information, visit www.scala.uk.net.

The Youth Work Summit (YWS)
Saturday 20 June, Tonbridge, Kent (and pre-event 19 June)
YWS is a different kind of youth ministry training event, where new and 
established voices, drawn from every area of the Church and beyond, explore the 
future of Christian youth work together. For more information and to buy tickets, 
visit www.youthworksummit.com.

Modern Church Conference 2015
13 - 16 July, High Leigh Conference Centre, Herts
Christian relationships with people of other religions can be both exciting and 
troubling. Exciting because we discover the presence of the sacred beyond 
Christian walls; troubling because we are made to face questions of how new 
discoveries and experiences fit with inherited ideas about Christian identity. For 
more information about this event, visit www.modernchurch.org.uk/mc-events/
annual-conference. 

Greenbelt 2015: the Bright Field
28-31 August 2015, Boughton House, Northamptonshire
The festival that brings people together to explore faith, arts and justice. For more 
information or to book, visit: www.greenbelt.org.uk. 

dates for your diary…

http://www.scala.uk.net
http://www.youthworksummit.com
http://www.modernchurch.org.uk/mc-events/annual-conference
http://www.modernchurch.org.uk/mc-events/annual-conference
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk
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Chaplaincy Assistant and Student Worker 
Training (ChAT) – Student Christian Movement
2-3 September 2015, Kings College London
This intense and interactive training course for Chaplaincy Assistants and 
Student Workers will equip you with all the skills you need to build a great 
student community at university. Topics include student engagement online, 
leading campaigns, and putting inclusion and accessibility at the heart of student 
societies. For more information and to book your place, visit www.movement.org.
uk/events/chaplaincy-assistant-and-student-worker-training-0. 

We Are Family – The Changing Face of Family 
Ministry
11-12 September 2015, Liverpool Hope University
Hosted jointly by the Methodist Church and the Consultative Group on Ministry 
among Children (CGMC). For more information, see page 9.

3Generate 2015
20-22 November 2015, PGL Centre, Liddington, nr Swindon
For more information and to book (from 6 June), visit www.3generate.org.uk.

Reboot 2015
Saturday 26 September, Emmanuel Centre, Westminster.
An event for young people to explore apologetics. www.reboot.org.uk

If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-
Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact Us
We always love to 

hear from you!

dates for your diary…

http://www.movement.org.uk/events/chaplaincy-assistant-and-student-worker-training-0
http://www.movement.org.uk/events/chaplaincy-assistant-and-student-worker-training-0
http://www.3generate.org.uk
http://www.reboot.org.uk
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouth%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
https://twitter.com/@childrenyouth

