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3Generate, the annual 
Methodist Children and Youth 
assembly, is an event for 
children and young people aged 
8-23. It is a safe environment 
for them to meet other young 
Methodists, and explore ideas of 
faith and community within the 
Church and on a wider scale. 

3Generate allows opportunity 
for delegates to take part in 
various worship formats and fun 
activities, as well as discussions 
on relevant and topical issues, 
as  picked by the children and 
young people themselves. 

3Generate holds the 
participation of young people 
at its core and allows each 
individual young person to have 
their voice heard in a variety of 
ways to enable the Church and 
young people from around the 
Connexion to be in dialogue.

In November 2015, 3Generate was a jam-packed weekend full 
  of fellowship, laughter, conversation and worship – exploring 

how we, the Church and the world are all ‘Wonderfully Made’. 
This year the event moved to a bigger venue – the PGL Centre in 
Liddington, near Swindon – and attendance more than doubled 
to almost 600!

3Generate is split into three age streams: 8-11s, 11-18s and 18-23s. 
This helps to ensure that the event is accessible to every child or 
young person who comes, and that discussion topics are suitable 
and sessions are tailor-made, dealing with issues facing each 
particular stream.

18-23s
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8-11s
The 8-11s programme is diverse 
and engaging, using a variety of 
participation tools to facilitate the 
children’s conversation and worship. 
The thoughts and ideas of this age 
stream are heard through four main 
sessions during the weekend:

   Speak Out: full of activities that 
helped the delegates to explore 
and express their views on topics, 
including ‘Who is God?’ and ‘What 
worries me?’

   Engage: going a bit deeper on 
the topics and themes that have 
cropped up in the consultations and 
shaper groups leading up to the 
event, and equipping the delegates 
to explore the subjects and take 
action. This year the 8-11s looked 
at several subjects, including ‘Who 
is our neighbour?’, ‘Caring for our 
world’ and ‘The mystery of God’.

   Respond: an opportunity to take 
some time reflecting on the sessions 
earlier in the weekend and respond 
to them creatively, such as drama, 
stop animation and craftivism.

   Worship: through the shaper group 
consultation process the children 
had requested greater participation 
in worship, which was facilitated 
throughout the event in several 
ways, including a Praise Jukebox on 
Friday night, prayers using graffiti 
boards for saying thank you to God 
and dice (each face an intercessory 
prayer topic selected by the young 
people), reflective stories and craft.

11-18s
The 11-18s programme was packed 
full of different activities including 
logins, workshops, various worship 
styles, Bible discussions, a camp 
fire, a silent disco, inflatable fun, 
drumming, a magician, outdoor 
activities and films. There was also  
free time to spend in their age stream 
lounge with board games and music, 
or go to the live lounge and play on 
video games, table tennis and pool.

For the 11-18s, logins are active 
discussion sessions where they 
discussed relevant topics, such as 
sex and relationships, disability, 
war, bullying and self-esteem. Every 
delegate in this age stream had the 
chance to attend one login of their 
choice, where they were encouraged 
to discuss their views openly, consider 
biblical perspectives and explore what 
the Church’s response should be. Each 
Login was facilitated by both an expert 
on the issue and a peer facilitator. 

The 11-18s could also attend a 
workshop of their choice. These  
allowed them to worship in a creative 
way, learn a new skill, discuss a topic, 
have fun or reflect. The wide range of 
choices on offer included politics, first 
aid, vocation, mental health, money 
management, football and dance.

A variety of worship styles were used 
within the 11-18s stream, including 
band-led, acoustic sung worship, 
gospel choir sessions, listening to 
and writing poetry, interactive prayer, 
storytelling and club music worship.

18-23s
The 18-23s stream also had their 
own lounge, complete with games 
and, in keeping with the theme for 
the weekend, a ‘Wonderfully Made’ 
box that contained creative and 
devotional activities and pamper 
items (including beard oil for the 
men!). Workshop topics included 
climate change, keeping your faith 
at university/in the job market, 
poverty, immigration and the role of 
emerging adults in the Church.

In addition to the main worship 
activities, which were mostly joint 
with the 11-18s age stream, the older 
delegates were offered a range of ‘bite-
size’ worship during the weekend, 
which included Quaker-style worship, 
craftivism, dance and gospel choir.

It was fantastic at 3Generate 
2015 to see so many children 
and young people engaging, 
worshipping and having fun 
together. The event keeps on 
growing. Will your young people 
be there in 2016?
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Youth President 
2016/17 elected 
and new 3Gen 
Reps chosen
As part of 3Generate, young people vote 
for their elected representatives, including 
the Youth President designate for the 
following academic year. The children’s 
and youth assembly elected Timothy 
Annan to be their president in 2016/2017. 
Timothy says, “I’m very humbled by the 
prayer and support offered to me since 
being elected and I’m excited to start the 
post later this year!”

To find out more about the work of the 
elected 3Gen Reps, including how a young 
person can stand for election, visit 
www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/3generate/getting-involved. 

3Generate Manifestos
The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in 
worship and mission. In response to this, each age stream at 3Generate 2015 produced a manifesto expressing the views, 
concerns and aspirations of the children and young people who attended.

Youth President, Craig Gaffney, said:
“The Manifestos are made up of the top statements to come out of logins and workshop sessions at 3Generate. Each age 
stream has its own manifesto, highlighting what they believe to be the most pressing issues facing the Methodist Church 
and its young people. These statements are essential reading for all in the Methodist Connexion. It is vital that all within 
the Church engage with the voice of children and young people, and the topics they have highlighted. All these issues 
face the Methodist Church and its membership on a regular basis when living out faith.”

The Manifestos, as well as a growing bank of resources to help carry on the conversations, can be downloaded here:  
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/3generate-manifestos.

3Generate TV
Way back in 2014 we launched 3Generate’s very own YouTube channel. Now 
it is chock-full of loads of really interesting video footage from the last two 
weekends, including interviews with some of the contributors and delegates, 
and discussions around the topics covered by the workshops. You can 
also find performances; the election video produced by our current Youth 
President, Craig Gaffney, and the Youth President Designate, Timothy 
Annan; videos created by the elected 3Gen Reps and promo videos for the 
event (the 2016 promo video is coming soon).  
Visit www.youtube.com/3generateTV and check it out!

Does your children’s or youth group want to share something on 
3GenerateTV? Perhaps they have organised a campaign on a particular 
issue, or want to share a bit about the work their church does with young 
people? If so, just let us know and (with the proper permissions in place) we 
would love to upload your footage and keep the conversations going beyond 
3Generate. Email 3generate@methodistchurch.org.uk

3GenTV

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/getting-involved
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/getting-involved
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/3generate-manifestos
http://www.youtube.com/3generateTV
mailto:3generate@methodistchurch.org.uk
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The Big SleepOver 2016
3Generate is shaped by children and young people. The process that both leads up to and follows on 
from the event aims to ensure there is a continual dialogue with them, their workers and the local church 
throughout the year. But we need your help to make sure this happens!

We rely on the feedback we receive to improve on and plan the event through local workers as part of our 
shaper group process. If you’re interested in being involved in a shaper group for any of the age streams 
at 3Generate, email 3generate@methodistchurch.org.uk to find out more.

However, the best starting point is to download the 2016 Big SleepOver resource and start planning your 
very own local 3Generate event!

The Big SleepOver resource enables 8-18 year olds to take an active role in the life of the Church and 
creates a link between the Methodist Children and Youth Assembly (3Generate) and the local church 
and circuit.

The resource will help you to plan and run a residential event 
so that children and young people can think as, talk as and be 
disciples. The children and young people will be able to relax, have 
fun and fellowship together.

Visit www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-
after-3generate/the-big-sleepover to find out more. We can’t wait 
to hear what your children and young people have to say!

3Generate 2016 will take place

from  25-27 November  at the
PGL Centre, Liddington, near Swindon. 

Keep an eye on Well news for information 
about when bookings open.

Save
the date!

mailto:3generate@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/the-big-sleepover
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate/before-and-after-3generate/the-big-sleepover
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Living one 
within the 
broken heart 
of God
The theme for 3Generate 2015 was 
‘Wonderfully Made’ and was explored 
both through the login/workshop 
sessions and through worship. 
Delegates were encouraged to think 
about how the world, the Church and 
people are wonderfully made – as we 
are told in Psalm 139.

To help explore this theme, poet 
Martin Daws was commissioned to 
write a poem especially for the event. 
Here is the finished piece of work:

Living One within the Wonderment 
   the Fundamental Element

of Motherhood
of Fatherhood
of Brotherhood
of Sisterhood
of Mr Hood and Mrs Hood
of Masterhood Misunderstood
Expanding in the Family of the Blessed in Life’s Covenant

Walking Parallel Paths to find their Life Lines run at One with it
their Heart’s Beat with One Blood in it
it’s Pulse the Motion of One Love Rhythm Living for Loving it
an Ultimate Expression of a Universal Consciousness
it’s Freedom Amplifies a Privatised Mind like it’s Doubling it
Multiplied by Composite Square Roots of Love Unlimited
Like You times Me makes One Spirit
Manifested as Infinite

 Boundless

  Timeless

   Love

 It’s where We Share the Pattern in the Broken Heart of God

Each Breath Turning a Tide in us
   a Season’s Cycle Realised in us

a Bridge of Earth to a Crown of Sky in us
like Sunshine is God’s Eye on us
a Sunset and Sunrise in us
Passing Day into Night in us
a Song of Starlight Harmonised in us
it’s Rhythm Time Sacrificed in us
Reborn as each Heart Beat Dies in us

Moon Deep the Night God’s Sleep / we Trust
the Dream in which God’s Freed in us
will Awaken Dawn’s Breaking Seed in us
like Truth Breaking on Lies
this Word of Oneness Deified
call it the Blessing of Being God’s Child
to have our God’s logged on Speed Dial
Hello... Hello... is there Anybody there?
Anyone to Hear this Prayer of Emancipated

 Liberated

  Unifying Love

 It’s where We Share the Pattern in the Broken Heart of God
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Scripture calls it The Word Science calls it The Big Bang
   I call it the Breath of Life as the Universe Expands

Imagine God Inhaling the Universe to a Point of Infinite Density
Ultimate Gravity Contracting Space Eternity Imploded
Every Star Every Planet Every Atom Condensed
Encoded Dark Matter Storm Retracting Time
Ultra-Intense Universe Crushed
Compacted to a Minuscule Particle of Dust
Containing all the Source Material for the Evolution of Us
Let's call it Life - An Infinite Potential Suspended Before the Start
Awakening an Out Breath like Day Breaking the Dark Apart
Cascading Life Self-Generating or Deity Generated?
Is Life Self Creating or did a God Create it?

If We Agree that Life is Real and it’s All an Act of Nature
Does it matter if it’s Autonomous or the Work of a Creator?
isn’t it just the Same and it’s the just the Words we use that Change
like there’s So Many Different Ways we Try to Articulate God’s Name
But that can mean God gets Divided and for me it’s a Living Tragedy
Rooted in Our Human Need to Personify Our Life Force Energy
it’s an Historic Legacy of Pre-Globalised Humanity
So Please, can we Evolve our Thought and Claim God
as the Greatness of Our Unity?
Sing Praise Together in One Love Rhythm
like in this Humble Prophecy of Universal

 Beautiful

  Inclusive

   Human Love

 It’s where We Share the Pattern in the Broken Heart of God

On the 3Generate YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/3GenerateTV) you can find two videos of the 
poem – one is a live performance of the poem, filmed during the 3Generate weekend and followed by an 
interview with the poet himself; the other is a pre-record with a slower, more meditative reading of the 
poem and supporting images. 

http://www.youtube.com/3GenerateTV
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ALL WAS WELL AT THE WELL WEEKEND 
@ 3GENERATE 2015
In a corner of PGL Liddington you could find a quiet oasis of calm. Otherwise 
known as ‘The Well’ – it is an event specifically for children’s and youth leaders. 
Whilst the young people explored being ‘Wonderfully Made’, over 60 youth 
leaders (of all types – paid/volunteer/lay/ordained) spent the weekend learning, 
worshipping and having fun together.

A good chunk of time was spent working on a manifesto for children’s and 
youth work in the Methodist Church, which highlighted the desire for our 
Church to be more integrated and inclusive with training, support and 
resources for those working with young people – both lay and ordained. A visit 
on Saturday afternoon from our Youth President and 3Gen Reps was very well-
received, as was input from Tim Baker of All We Can. 

The President and Vice-President of the Conference joined our Quaker-style 
worship on Saturday evening, which opened with a video of Martin Daw’s poem, 
Living One within the Broken Heart of God, and was followed by an incredible 
spirit-moving worship for all who were there.

Of course there was time for laughter and fun – spurred on by the presence 
of ‘Science Magician’ extraordinaire, Matt Pritchard, and the fabulous Paul 
Karensa’s comedy insights. The Well is growing, year by year. Friendships are 
forged, connections are made, ideas are planted, visions and dreams are shared. 
Will you be there in 2016?

The Well @ 3Generate 2016 will take place

from  25-27 November  at the
PGL Centre, Liddington, near Swindon. 

Keep an eye on Well news for information 
about when bookings open.

Save
the date!
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HOLIDAY HUNGER  
IS A GROWING ISSUE
For many children in the UK, the summer holiday 
isn’t just a break from school, it’s also a break 
from a regular provision of hot meals through 
the free school meals (FSM) programme. Many 
teachers report that some pupils return to school 
in September malnourished and unable to 
concentrate. In total there are approximately 170 
non-school days in which FSM is not an option.

In 2004 Kelloggs commissioned a report into the 
issue of ‘holiday hunger’ (www.makelunch.org.
uk/downloads/Isolation_and_Hunger.pdf) and 
found some shocking statistics, including:

   More than 6 out of 10 parents with household 
incomes of less than £25,000 said they weren’t 
always able to afford to buy food outside of term 
time. For households with incomes of less than 
£15,000, that figure rose to 73% of parents who 
struggled to afford food in the holidays.

   A third of parents have skipped a meal so that 
their kids could eat during the school holidays.

   39% of teachers say there are pupils in their 
school that do not get enough to eat over the 
school holidays.

In response to these shocking figures, and others 
gathered elsewhere, several charities have set 
up initiatives to help alleviate the pressure on 
parents over the summer break. For instance, the 
foodbank charity, the Trussell Trust, has started 

to pilot holiday breakfast clubs in schools over 
the holidays, in partnership with companies and 
organisations like Kelloggs (www.trusselltrust.
org/what-we-do/more-than-food/holiday-meals-
project).

Holiday hunger and food justice were also a key 
focus of Church Action on Poverty Sunday on  
7 February 2016, with the charity issuing a call to 
churches to take action on the continuing injustice 
of poverty in one of the world’s richest countries. 
To find out more and get involved – and get your 
youth group or church involved – visit www.
church-poverty.org.uk. The website includes a 
range of resources and ideas for campaigning, as 
well as a video with personal testimonies of food 
poverty.

Finally, the Make Lunch charity was set up in 2011 
and is a network of local churches and community 
groups that open Lunch Kitchens across the UK 
to provide free, healthy, cooked food for pupils who 
usually receive free school meals.

Find out more about its work: www.makelunch.
org.uk. Is your church or circuit doing something 
to tackle this issue? If so, we would love to 
hear from you! Email chilidrenandyouth@
methodistchurch.org.uk to tell us what you’ve 
been doing or have planned.

http://www.makelunch.org.uk/downloads/Isolation_and_Hunger.pdf
http://www.makelunch.org.uk/downloads/Isolation_and_Hunger.pdf
http://www.trusselltrust.org/what-we-do/more-than-food/holiday-meals-project
http://www.trusselltrust.org/what-we-do/more-than-food/holiday-meals-project
http://www.trusselltrust.org/what-we-do/more-than-food/holiday-meals-project
http://www.church-poverty.org.uk
http://www.church-poverty.org.uk
http://www.makelunch.org.uk
http://www.makelunch.org.uk
mailto:chilidrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:chilidrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk
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2016 EBOR LECTURES  
ESSAY COMPETITION FOR YOUNG ADULTS
Two prizes are offered for the best academic 
essays on the notion of ‘religion in the public 
sphere’. The prizes are being offered by the 
ecumenical sponsors of the Ebor Lectures in 
Theology and Public Life. The essay competition 
marks the tenth anniversary of the Ebor Lectures, 
which take place six times a year in York Minster 
and York St John University. 

The applicant’s essay can be on any aspect of 
‘religion in the public sphere’; that is how religion 
may contribute to society or how it engages with 
public concerns such as politics, economics, 
contemporary culture, society and globalisation. 
Or it may consider the notion of public theology 
itself. You can find examples of topics approached 
from the perspective of religion in the public 
sphere on the list of past lectures on the York St 
John University website (search Ebor essay):  
www.yorksj.ac.uk.

The competition is open to all in two categories: 
18 years-old and younger (£300); and those aged 
19 to 25 (£500). The prizes will be awarded by a 
judging panel appointed by the steering group of 
the Ebor Lectures. The judging panel reserves the 
right not to award the prize. In judging, the panel 
will be looking for essays that engage with the 
topic of ‘religion in the public sphere’ in a lively 
and original way.

Essays should follow the usual conventions 
of academic style (referencing, avoidance 
of plagiarism, etc), and (not including the 
bibliography) should not exceed 2,000 words 
for those 18 and under, and 4,000 words for 
those aged 19-25. Essays should be submitted in 
Word-compatible format by email to Suzanne 
Parkes: s.parkes@yorksj.ac.uk, Ebor Lectures 
Coordinator, by 1 July 2016. The result will be 
announced in August 2016, with the prizes 
awarded at the tenth Anniversary Ebor Lecture in 
autumn 2016.

Applicants should also submit a covering letter 
including a brief biography (two-three lines), 
date of birth, and contact details. In the interests 
of fairness essays will, however, be assessed 
anonymously. The winning essays will be 
published on the website of the Ebor Lectures, and 
possibly, subject to suitability and peer-review, 
in a future printed collection of Ebor Lectures or 
other publication.

For more details contact Suzanne Parkes 
(s.parkes@yorksj.ac.uk), Ebor Lectures 
Coordinator.
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WILL YOU BE ATTENDING 
CLIFF FESTIVAL 2016?
Festival, to be held at Cliff College in the beautiful 
Peak District during the May Bank Holiday Weekend 
(27-30 May 2016), offers brilliant opportunities for 
all-age learning and discipleship, with people coming 
from all over the country to attend.

What is it?
Festival is a four-day event focused around the 
Christian story. Its vision is to introduce people to 
the loving God as encountered in the biblical story 
of Jesus Christ, as well as to encourage and equip 
the Church – from the youngest to the oldest – for 
loving and serving God more effectively. Along the 
way, there are workshops and seminars, worship and 
prayers, meetings and get-togethers, with some great 
leaders from different organisations together with 
the team of staff, students and volunteers that help 
make Festival such a great event – with over 2,000 
people visiting over the course of the weekend. 

This year’s theme is ‘Holy Ground’:

   Come to Holy Ground – discover a place of God’s 
blessing

   Come back to Holy Ground – revisit the place of 
God’s blessing

   Go from Holy Ground – to be God’s blessing

   Go to Holy Ground – to share God’s blessing

What is happening at Festival 2016? 
Speakers booked so far include the President of the Conference 
the Revd Steve Wild, Steve Chalke and Mark Dunn-Wilson. Nomad 
and Stance from YFC will be on site, bringing the football cage 
and their dance skills, as will old friend Bob Hartman, the master 
storyteller. The ‘kids work’ will be headed up by Lianne Smith 
from Scripture Union and the ever-popular Funky Sunday and the 
famous Festival sing-a-long will be in the programme, courtesy of 
Pete Sheath and Helena Kittle. Ignite and Pulse will be rocking in 
a new Youth Zone, and Festival is developing a new storytelling 
venue headed up by Laura Smyth, where stories will be shared 
throughout the day. Play it by Ear will be dramatic again, and look 
out… the One Way UK puppet team are coming! For the active, the 
Festival will have Adventure+ taking people to new heights on the 
climbing wall.

This year Festival is also planning a big fundraiser and will be 
working with a local homeless charity and foodbank to ensure 
nothing is wasted. 2016 will see the return of The Bog Squad, and 
there are plans for a reflective labyrinth around the Cliff Cross.  
35 Chapel Walk has been invited to host a dramatic art installation 
across the orchard, and the programme is going to include a 
Prayer Mountain session on Monday led by Ashley Cooper, one of 
the new Festival Pastors. The Market Village is expanding – with 
lots to be inspired by. Above all Festival aims to be the place for a 
real encounter with God.

Visiting the festival
Many people come and camp for the weekend, and some who are 
near enough organise a trip for a day or even just join us for an 
evening. Entry is absolutely free for anyone aged 15 or below.

For more information and a downloadable booking form, visit  
www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/festival. 

http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/festival
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DO YOU KNOW ANYONE 
AGED 18-29 INTERESTED 
IN VISITING TAIZE?
There is an opportunity for Methodists aged 18-29 to join a 
group of students from Cliff College to experience a week of 
worship, reflection and spirituality with the Taizé community 
in France, in a programme designed for those of university 
age. This will take place on Saturday 18 June to Monday 27 
June 2016. The group will travel by bus direct to Taize from 
Birmingham (participants will need to make their own way 
to Birmingham). The cost is £250. There is an additional 
option to complete a Cliff Certificate in Christian Spirituality 
using reflections from the week in Taize. 

Application forms are available from (and should be 
returned to) c.thacker@cliffcollege.ac.uk. Please apply as 
soon as possible as spaces on the bus are limited.

CLIFF COLLEGE 
SHORT COURSES
Cliff College offers a variety of short courses. 
Day events, weekends, three-day training and 
five-day Cliff College Certificates are open to 
anyone, whether they are a Cliff student or not. 
These are designed for a variety of reasons – 
inspiration, retreat, reflection, new learning.

Upcoming courses
   Ministry to Fathers Teaching Weekend:  

13-15 May 2016

   Certificate in Ecumenical Theology  
(Rome - Italy study tour): 2-8 June 2016

   Summer School (see feature below):  
15-19 June 2016 and 1-5 August 2016

   Certificate in Contextual Theology  
(Israel/Palestine - Middle East study tour):  
7-18 July 2016

   Certificate in Schools Ministry:  
5-9 September 2016

   Godly Play training: 15-17 November 2016

For information about any of these short courses, 
visit www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses. 

Cliff also has sabbatical study and 
retreat opportunities for those wanting to take some 
time out of ministry:  
www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/ssar/ 

FAMILY MINISTRY 
COURSE RUNS AT CLIFF 
FOR SECOND YEAR
The Family Ministry week at Cliff College took place 
between  25-29 January with 24 students. Those on the 
course had the option to complete an assignment to receive 
a Cliff College Certificate in Family Ministry. Topics 
covered included biblical and contemporary understanding 
of families, family worship and faith in families, with 
lecturers from the Methodist Church, Cliff College and Bible 
Reading Fellowship. The course made students think and 
be challenged, as well as resourcing them in their work. For 
more information on this course, and other short courses 
that Cliff College has to offer, visit www.cliffcollege.ac.uk. 

mailto:c.thacker@cliffcollege.ac.uk
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/shortcourses/ssar/
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk
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The Summer School can be a great way to get 
to know the college and test the waters for 
more long-term study, or you might just be 
searching for further biblical and theological 
knowledge. Maybe you are studying as a 
methodist local preacher, or want a refresher 
course for your worship and preaching? 
 
Are you a church member, and want to better 
read, study and understand the Bible story? 
You might even just want to come on a study 
retreat to beautiful Derbyshire to reflect on 
your understanding of God.

Costs will be £160.00 for all teaching and 
materials, £210.00 for all teaching and 
materials, meals and refreshments, and 
£375.00 for all teaching and materials, meals, 
refreshments and accommodation in single 
study en-suite accommodation. There is a 
slight reduction for couples sharing a double 
room. Students already signed on to one 
of our validated courses are entitled to a 
subsidy on the teaching aspect of the overall 
cost. You can find more details at  
www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/
shortcourses/midweek/ss/. 

In 2016 the Cliff Summer School will be offering two 
weeks of training to choose from: 20-24 June, and 1-5 
August. There are only 75 places available on each week 
so we recommend you book early! Courses are open to 
all those aged 17 and over.

As well as the dynamic teaching, participants are able to 
share in social times, meals, devotions, evening worship 
and reflection. Off-site, there are opportunities to visit 
the national attraction, Chatsworth House, which is just 
around the corner, or head into Bakewell ( just seven miles 
away), whilst Curbar and Froggatt Edge are just a short 
walk from the campus.

THE CLIFF SUMMER 
SCHOOL PROGRAMME

IS EXPANDING!
In 2016 there will be six streams of teaching to choose from, with a mixture of ‘overview’ and ‘deeper’ 
themes. The teaching streams will be delivered by Cliff College faculty, adjunct guests and staff from the 
Methodist Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network.

20-24 June 2016
   Bible: Explorations in the Word – an opportunity for a 
deeper look at two books of the Bible, taken from both Old 
and New Testaments.

   Mission: Enabling Evangelism – an exploration of practical 
evangelism for the 21st century, and how that can be applied 
into personal and church outreach.

   Discipleship: Prayer; Encountering God – an opportunity for 
a deeper exploration of a key area of the Christian life.

1-5 August 2016
   Theology: Introduction to Theology – an opportunity to 
explore some of the great Christian themes in understanding 
God. An ideal introduction to any formal of biblical or 
theological study course – or simply a great refresher!

   Worship: Worship Leading and Preaching – an opportunity 
for anyone interested in worship to explore an overview of 
the first two modules of the Methodist Church’s new Worship 
Leader and Local Preachers’ Course. This is an opportunity to 
explore both the skills and theological underpinning of our 
worship. (For worship leaders and local preachers in training 
your Local Preacher’s meeting approval will be required).

   Ministry: Vocation and Mission, new forms of chaplaincy 
– an opportunity to explore contemporary chaplaincy ideas, 
enabling a church and individuals to explore their sense 
of discipleship and vocation as well as opportunities and 
techniques for community engagement. The focus is on 
equipping people, lay and ordained, with tools to carry out 
the mission of their church, while reflecting on their personal 
growth in holiness.
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THE MIRROR: THIS IS WHAT WE SEE
On 14 December 2015, the Methodist Discipleship and 
Ministries Learning Network’s North West and Mann Team 
launched a new pilot resource in which children talk about 
four key themes: In my place; A special place; Talking to God; 
Talking of God. 

The Mirror – this is what we see is a resource to help churches 
to hear the voices of children and let what they hear influence 
the whole church. A film and accompanying material are 
available for those working with children, church leaders, 
worship leaders and preachers, or for anyone wanting to hear 
what children have to say.

The resource is simple to use, and offers space not only to 
listen to the children on the films but to also consider how 
children in your own church will be listened to.

“It’s highlighted the work we still need to do in our churches 
with the adults, making them realise the responsibility for 
our children and young people is everyone’s.” 

(participant at the launch event)

“The openness [of the children in the DVD] to the 
significance of ‘feeling God’, speaks of the relationship with 
God going beyond cerebral knowledge – it reminded me 
of Philippians 4: 4-7 on the peace of God, which transcends 
understanding.”

(participant at the launch event)

You can order a CD-Rom by emailing Rob Glassonbury 
(chester.stoke@btconnect.com) with your postal address and, 
when the CD-Roms are ready, one will be sent to you.

Rob can also supply you with the material used on the launch 
day. These can be adapted as you see fit to develop the 
conversations in your own context once you have watched the 
DVD, or alongside it to make a longer session.

GOING DEEPER:  
TWO MORE RESOURCES 
EXPLORING CHILDREN’S 
THEOLOGY

Children: Close to the 
Mystery of God
Catholic Education in Southern 
Australia (CESA) has launched 
this ‘stimulus paper’ and other 
resources, which reflect on the 
gifts of children and childhood 
and draw on the voice of children, 
Scripture, prayer, study. CESA is 
encouraging teachers, parents and 
other educators to consider using 
the consultation and consider how 
its findings can be used within 
education. Follow this link for more 
information:  
http://cesareimagining.
edublogs.org/resources/prayers/
mysteryofgod. 

What is children’s theology?
Writing for HTS Teologiese 
Studies/Theological Studies, an 
influential and accredited peer 
reviewed, open access journal, 
Mirjam Zimmermann’s paper 
looks at children and theological 
competence, particularly with 
reference to its place in German 
religious education. To read the 
paper, go to www.hts.org.za/index.
php/HTS/article/view/2848

mailto:chester.stoke@btconnect.com
http://cesareimagining.edublogs.org/resources/prayers/mysteryofgod
http://cesareimagining.edublogs.org/resources/prayers/mysteryofgod
http://cesareimagining.edublogs.org/resources/prayers/mysteryofgod
http://www.hts.org.za/index.php/HTS/article/view/2848
http://www.hts.org.za/index.php/HTS/article/view/2848
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STARTING RITE: 
SPIRITUAL NURTURE 
FOR BABIES AND THEIR 
PARENTS
Anglican priest, Jenny Paddison, who, on 
becoming a mother, discovered numerous 
activities on offer for new parents and their 
babies (baby yoga, baby massage, baby 
swimming) but nothing from the Church. 
So she wrote Starting Rite, a five-session 
programme, designed for babies up to one 
year old and their mums and dads, that 
uses a variety of multi-sensory experiences, 
songs and Christian themes to help local 
churches offer a welcome to all new parents. 
It connects with the immense sense of 
wonder and joy that new parents experience 
and provides spiritual nurture from the 
outset, recognising the innate capacity for 
spirituality with which we are born. For 
more information and to order a copy, visit:  
www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/ 
9780715147269/starting-rite

NHS YOUTH FORUM POSTERS 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
The Youth Forum posters focus on young people’s 
right to consent, their right to complain and their right 
to comment and give feedback on the services that 
they receive. The posters come with an overarching 
leaflet that gives more information about each topic. 
The leaflet is also available in audio and easy read 
formats. To download, or for more information, visit 
www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/patients/public-
voice/yth-for/

TEARFUND’S CANOPY
Tearfund's Canopy website (http://youthleaders.
tearfund.org/) – is a shared space for all youth 
workers. Discover brilliant resources in the library 
that have been written by a broad range of authors 
from across the youth work community. Use the easy-
to-use editor to create and publish your own resources 
for others to use.

http://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/patients/public-voice/yth-for/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/patients/public-voice/yth-for/
http://youthleaders.tearfund.org/
http://youthleaders.tearfund.org/
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ALL AGE  
WORSHIP  
RESOURCES
www.allageworshipresources.org has been 
set up to provide churches with high-quality 
resources to enable all ages to worship, learn 
from the Bible and pray together so that each 
person grows in their faith.

CHILD IN THE MIDST
Visit http://eepurl.com/bwA3sP to subscribe 
to the e-bulletin from Mary Hawes, National 
Children’s and Youth Advisor to the Church 
of England. Child in the Midst contains news 
and resources for children’s and youth work 
including worship, Bible study, research and 
chaplaincy.

THE WELL  
CREATIVE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY BLOG
The Well, the Methodist Church’s network for children, youth, schools and family workers, 
has a new online blog. It has lots of creative ideas for ministry with children, including 
storytelling, ways of praying, assemblies, all-age worship, Christian festivals, Messy 
Church, lunchtime and after-school clubs, toddlers groups, crèche and Junior Church. 
New resources will be added regularly. Check out what’s already there:  
http://methodistchildrencreativeministry.org. 

EUROPEAN YOUTH 
TACKLING OBESITY (EYTO) 
The National Children’s Bureau (NCB) 
has recently published findings from 
the EYTO project, with partners across 
the Czech Republic, Portugal and Spain. 
EYTO developed and tested the impact 
of innovative peer-led social-marketing 
campaigns promoting healthy eating and 
physical activity to help stem the rise in 
obesity among disadvantaged young people 
across Europe.  The young volunteers 
from the project created a top tips advice 
document for other young people interested 
in taking action to encourage others to live a 
healthy life. To find out more, visit  
www.eyto.org.uk. 

http://www.allageworshipresources.org
http://eepurl.com/bwA3sP
http://methodistchildrencreativeministry.org
http://www.eyto.org.uk
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dates for your diary…

The latest youth ministry research
18 April 2016, Brunel Manor, Teignmouth 
Road, Torquay
A professional development training day, run by South 
West Youth Ministries, that is open to all. Cost: £30. To 
book, email admin@swym.org.uk and send a cheque 
(payable to SWYM) to 140 Pinhoe Rd, Exeter, EX4 
7HJ. For more information, call 01392 273560 or visit  
www.swym.org.uk 

European Conference on Christian 
Education (ECCE) 2016: Lifelong 
Disciples
9-13 May 2016, High Lea Conference Centre, 
Hoddesdon, Herts
ECCE  brings together people who are involved in 
Christian Education with children. The conference 
takes place every three years, each time in a different 
part of Europe. It will feature keynotes, seminars, 
workshops and resources, as well as providing 
opportunity to meet with colleagues involved in 
children’s ministry from all over Europe to discuss 
work and to share experiences. For more information, 
visit www.ecceweb.org.

Messy Church Conference 2016
16-18 May 2016, High Lea Conference Centre, 
Hoddesdon, Herts
An opportunity for all those involved in, or interested 
in, developing Messy Church to come together 
to share good practice and discover the latest 
developments in the fields of messy mission and 
discipleship. Most importantly it is a chance to meet 
the Messy Church team and other practitioners 
from across the world. For more information, visit 
www.messychurch.org.uk/event/messy-church-
conference. 

Cliff Festival 2016: Holy Ground
27-30 May 2016, Cliff College, Derbyshire
A weekend of teaching, worship, laughter and 
friendship exploring this year’s theme - what does it 
mean to encounter a holy God, be a holy people, and 
live a holy life? It’s a weekend for everyone. Go to 
www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/festival to find out more.

Visit www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion for more 
news of learning events taking place in the Methodist Church through the 
Discipleship, Ministry and Learning Network.

http://www.swym.org.uk
http://www.ecceweb.org
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/event/messy-church-conference
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/event/messy-church-conference
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/festival
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/events-across-the-connexion
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If this email has been forwarded to you and you haven’t yet registered with the Well, please visit  
www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker

Our website: www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
Our email: childrenandyouth@methodistchurch.org.uk 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/
Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
Twitter: @childrenyouth

Contact us
We always love to 

hear from you!

dates for your diary…

Our hands, his healing
20 June 2016, Brunel Manor, Teignmouth 
Road, Torquay
A professional development training day, run by 
South West Youth Ministries, that is open to all. 
See event on 18 April for booking and contact 
details. 

Cliff College Summer School, 
Cliff College, Derbyshire 
Week 1,  20-24 June 2016

Week 2, 1-5 August 2016
See page 12 for more details.

Spirituality and the Whole Child: 
interdisciplinary approaches
26-29 July 2016, Bishop Grosseteste 
University Campus, Lincoln
The 15th conference of the International 
Association for Children’s Spirituality, 
welcomes speakers and delegates from 
across the world to explore: explorations 
of the spiritual in the context of the whole 
child; why children’s spirituality is important 
across different disciplines and cultures; how 
different theoretical and practical perspectives 
contribute to understandings of ‘children’s 
spirituality’; interdisciplinary approaches to 
developing research methodologies in the field; 
interdisciplinary approaches to enhancing 
practice for children’s spirituality across the 
professions. Find out more at www.bishopg.
ac.uk/research/conferences/Pages/spirituality-
whole-child.aspx.

http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk/worker
http://www.childrenandyouth.org.uk
mailto:childrenandyouth%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Methodist-Children-Youth/126895266084
https://twitter.com/childrenyouth
http://www.bishopg.ac.uk/research/conferences/Pages/spirituality-whole-child.aspx
http://www.bishopg.ac.uk/research/conferences/Pages/spirituality-whole-child.aspx
http://www.bishopg.ac.uk/research/conferences/Pages/spirituality-whole-child.aspx

