
Community Festivals And The Local Church

Exploring Evangelism

Joy D’Costa works for Share Jesus International (www.sharejesusinternational.com). She is responsible 
for developing resourcing and training for local festivals; equipping the Church to leave the building and 
to engage with the world.

Festivals are normally organised and coordinated by a 
local community to celebrate aspects of community life. 
They are celebrations of all the good things in the world. 
What can you celebrate as a community? What makes 
your village, town or city great?

Local festivals, at their heart, can be Christ-focused, 
church-led, creative, collaborative celebrations which 
challenge the church to leave the building – and which 
challenge those outside the church to begin to engage 
with issues of faith, spirituality and Christianity.

Festivals can provide the opportunity for personal 
conversations and personal invitations in non-threatening 
environments. They give Christians a platform to share 
their faith and tell people that we love them enough to 
step out of our comfort zone and sit and eat with them. 
Community festivals present an opportunity to reverse  
the downward trends in churchgoing that so often make 
the headlines, bringing about positive change to our 
society. Through festivals we can effectively communicate 
Jesus into the culture and context of twenty first-century 
Britain.

The practical bit

Putting on a festival might sound like a lot of work but 
it doesn’t have to be. They have taken place in many 
diverse communities so they could happen pretty much 
anywhere. Here are a few top tips!

l Who can I work with?
  Festivals work best when a few churches get 

together and each one contributes their skills to the 
mix. Are their community groups or charities in your 
community you could invite to get involved too? 

l What are the needs of my local community?
  When thinking up events, start by considering the 

needs of your community and how festival events 
could start to help meet those needs. Use the things 
the churches are already doing to create an outline 
of the events you might run. 

l  Where is the best location for a festival-style event?
Think about what community spaces you could use 

and start visiting them. Speak to those responsible 

for the spaces to see what they think about the idea. 

l Who can I ask to be part of the planning team?
  Find people who are happy to coordinate the different 

events so it’s not all down to one person. 

l How can I get the word out?
  Make sure you tell your community what’s happening 

in lots of different ways so that no one misses out. 

l What happens afterwards?
  Don’t forget to plan how you will follow up the 

events. Maybe the churches want to come together 

to run a joint church Alpha course or maybe you 

want to increase your social activities so that the 

relationships built can continue to grow.

These questions are not just limited to local festivals – 

they are key questions for churches to continue to ask 

and answer together!

Going further

A ‘how-to’ guide has been especially designed to help you 

put on a community festival.

“The festival training pack is an excellent resource 

for anyone who is thinking of hosting a local festival, 

carnival or street party style event. It is full of all the 

information you need to make your vision a reality: from 

the importance of relationships with local churches to 

the requirements of the local council. I am delighted that 

this resource exists in order to help the church leave the 

building and engage confidently and missionally in their 

local contexts.”

Joanne Cox, evangelism in contemporary culture officer  

for the Methodist Church

For more information or to order a copy, visit www.sharejesus 

international.com/resources/community-festival-guide.
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