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In the month of August South Africa 
commemorates Women’s Month as a 
tribute to the thousands of women 
who marched to the Union Buildings 
on 9th August 1956 in protest against 
the extension of Pass Laws to 

women.  This march was a turning point in the role of women in their struggle for freedom and since 
that eventful day, women from all walks of life became equal partners in the struggle for a non-racial 
and non-sexist South Africa. 
  BUT whilst the Government of South Africa declared August as Women’s Month and celebrate with 
a public holiday there is still a long way to go both in the marketplace and the church. 
  To celebrate women’s month in the church Jane has invited sixty guests from across the 
denominational spectrum, NGOs and government to reflect on women in leadership.  The invited 
guests will be the first to hear about ‘magnify’ which is a brand new leadership programme aimed at 
encouraging women in mission.  In 2016 the Methodist Church of Southern Africa celebrates 40 years 
of ordination of women and Jane will address the women ministers in August in Cape Town as well as 
other events leading up to next year’s celebration. 
  The opportunities to equip, encourage and empower a generation of women continues to be at the 
heart of Jane’s ministry and the journey ahead looks very creative and exciting.  

Hospitality continues to play a big part of our ministry and 
during our last gathering it was both heartening and sad to 
hear someone say; ‘the only time I have ever been invited to 
the manse is to clean’.  More meals and less meetings and 
more community and less committees is our shared hope!  In 
July we hosted a tea party for Jane’s birthday and it was 
great to welcome people from across the three 
congregations.  The Zimbabwean culture means that people 
say really nice things to you on your birthday (as they do at 
other times) but it was a memorable first birthday in South 
Africa for Jane with gifts of blankets and scarf and gloves to 
keep her warm in winter! 

Maintaining our links with the Baptist family is important and in less than two 
weeks Jane will attend the Baptist Women in Leadership conference in 
Johannesburg.  Both of us will then attend the BWA Congress in Durban and 
take a week’s holiday afterwards in the beautiful Drakensberg mountains.  We 
are looking forward to seeing hills and green space! 



Journeys in Language and Culture 

The last few months have been a continuation of Steve’s cultural education, and 
especially in terms of funerals in the amaXhosa tradition.  Many South Africans in the 
church moved to Germiston for work, but still have a family home in another part of the 
country.  A few weeks ago a member sadly died; she was just 56 years old.   Having 
prayed with the family in their home near Germiston we then travelled together to the 
funeral, held in Sterkspruit in the beautiful Eastern Cape.  We left on the Friday morning 
for the 450 mile journey and I was blessed to stay the night with the niece of our 
evangelist, Alfred Makae, who has become my “bodyguard” during our travels.  We 
were up early on Saturday morning for the funeral service, which lasted a mere five 
hours!  The “short” funeral programme included 22 tributes and after nearly four hours I 
was called upon to preach, which was a great honour.  We then moved to the backyard 
of the home in order to bury the deceased.  By the graveside I spoke isiXhosa in public 
for the first time; needless to say, I was very nervous, but people were very gracious.  
After a lovely meal we then drove back to Germiston, arriving early on Sunday morning, 
in time for a little sleep before the morning service! 

  The MC for the funeral made the 
interesting observation: I was the 
first minister in the history of 
Germiston to ever accompany a 
member back to their home for a 
funeral.  It was clear just how much 

it meant to the family and the 
community in the Eastern Cape.  Whilst attending the funeral was demanding and time-

consuming it meant so much in terms of associating with the family and offering pastoral 
care.  Having seen the impact of attending this funeral I intend to continue the practice 
wherever possible of accompanying all members back to their home for funerals.   In 
fact, I am preparing to accompany another deceased member back to Limpopo for her 
funeral next Saturday morning.     

Prayer requests 

We would value your prayers in the following areas: 

 The launch of the Women in Leadership project on Wednesday 5 August and 
all those who will become involved and be empowered through it; 

 Increasing cultural awareness and building of relationships; 

 Attempts to foster unity amidst the diversity of the congregation in Germiston; 

 Wisdom and discernment so that we may be engaged in the right things at the 
right time. 


