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 Is it really a year ago?! 

   It seems hard for us to believe that it is nearly one year since we arrived in Germiston.  The 
good news is that we are functioning very well in an incredibly diverse culture and one in which we 
do not easily fit into any of the cultures, including those which would appear to be closer to what 
we know from home.   

   Cultural adaptation can take us by surprise.  Only this week we shared a conversation with 
someone who told us their family would be visiting them for Christmas but because of limited 
space in their home the family will camp in the garden.  Camping over Christmas doesn’t quite fit 
with our own experience of Christmas!  In the same vein our first Christmas card arrived this week 
which coincided with the arrival of strawberries and tomatoes in our garden!  Strawberries and 
Christmas cards….?! 

  As we enter the season of Advent and the coming of Jesus we recognise that we are in a period 
of ‘waiting’.  We wait in anticipation of the expressions of multi-cultural worship which will develop 
within the life of the church in Germiston.  We wait in expectation of the ways in which God will use 
the women in leadership programme, Magnify.  We wait in concern about news of Anne’s health 
(Jane’s mum), which brings challenges for our family.  Two weeks ago we made a very quick trip 
back to the UK, which proved to be a valuable time.  We wait in joy as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, the Son of God, with the people of Germiston whom we have come to know and 
love since our arrival here just before Christmas last year. 

Magnify 

A week ago Jane launched Magnify, together with Nicky 

Dickson of the Institute for Creative Conversation.  Magnify is 

a programme aimed at developing women leaders within 

southern Africa.  There has been a fantastic response to the 

launch with 50 women participating, drawn from diverse 

backgrounds and representing 17 churches and seven 

denominations!  We are delighted that a number of members 

from Germiston are part of this group (including Angeline and 

Rumbidzai, shown in the photograph). 

   We look forward to seeing how Magnify encourages this group of women in their leadership roles.  

The lessons learnt from this pilot programme will hopefully enable it to be modified and rolled out in 

other parts of South Africa, and neighbouring countries in due course. 



Experiments in multi-cultural worship 

   In August we held the first combined harvest thanksgiving 

service in which we joined together to praise God for his goodness.  

People came forward to offering their thanksgiving as men, 

women, youth, children and families.  It was a truly wonderful 

celebration and we were able to worship in ChiShona, IsiXhosa, 

Sesotho and English. 

  

   Last month we had a very exciting combined service in which we 

confirmed and received into membership no less than 25 people!  

Those being confirmed were Zimbabweans and South Africans, 

and so we devised a liturgy which incorporated ChiShona, IsiXhosa 

and English.  It was a delight when the congregation spontaneously 

joined in the Shona and Xhosa prayers for those making their 

commitment to following Christ. 

   It was also fitting that Bunmi Olayisade, the Africa Coordinator of the Methodist Church in Britain, 

was able to participate in the service as she was staying with us at the time.   Bunmi was given a taste 

of the rich diversity within the church, expressed in vibrant multi-cultural worship. 

 

Discovering KwaZulu-Natal 

At the end of July we attended the Baptist World Alliance Congress in Durban.  It was good to connect 

with friends from the UK who were attending the conference as well as making some new ones. 

   On our way back from Durban we spent a week in the Drakensberg Mountains.  We stayed at 

Giants Castle, which is a remote and stunningly beautiful place.  The photo above left is the view from 

our chalet!  There were fantastic walking trails and opportunities to see bearded vultures such as the 

one above right.  We can envisage returning to this place on many occasions in the next few years. 

Prayer points 

Your prayers for the following would be very welcome: 

 Preparations for 2016 as we seek to develop what has been established during the past 

year; 

 The continuing movement towards unity in the midst of our diversity, aware that some would  

prefer divisions and segregation to remain; 

 The women in leadership programme, Magnify; 

 Our families; particularly remembering Jane’s dad and her siblings as they care for Anne.  


