
“ The Lord looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16 v7)  

I have on my computer the ability to zoom in on any home in Rome or the rest 

of the world. Type in an address and google maps will take me to that place 

and even show me pictures of what it looks like, the cars in the street, the 

colours of the house. It`s a bird`s eye view.  

Does God see us like that? There used to be in some homes in England a 

picture with an eye on, the eye of God to remind people that he is always 

there, a Big Brother watching over you, waiting to see if you are bad, making 

you be good. Sometimes he must be sad seeing the things we do. Sometimes 

we must make him happy when we are happy and good.  

Sometimes we judge events in the world by how other people want us to think 

of them. But God sees things differently.   

The people of Israel in our story expected Samuel to pick the most handsome 

or strongest of the sons of Jesse to be their next King.  But God does not pick 

the strong, the rich or the famous to be his chosen servants. He chooses the 

weak and the despised. So David the young shepherd was chosen even though 

he seemed insignificant. Why? Because God saw in him great potential.  

We know that David was not only a great King but a flawed King who made 

mistakes. Because he became powerful and made his nation powerful, he 

thought he could do what he liked. And God had to send prophets to remind 

him to follow God`s way, the way of the Law.  

Throughout history, God views his chosen servants not as the world views 

them but looking into their hearts. Are they people who show God`s mercy, 

who struggle for God`s justice and peace?  It is the little people, often 

unnoticed by the world, unrecognized by society, faithfully doing God`s will, 

who are those beloved of God. They are the blessed, the happy ones in his 

sight.  

In this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we salute those who show the 

catholic spirit which transcends the differences between our churches, which 

breaks down the barriers that history has put up, who work together for those 

who are hurting in God`s world. Like the work of Mediterranean Hope which 

brings together Methodists, Waldensians and Catholics in the Community of 



Sant`Egidio to work for refugees and migrants, receiving those who survive the 

perilous journey across the sea in leaky boats and land on the shores of 

Lampedusa. Or in neighbouring Sicily where a House of Culture welcomes 

them in Scicli. Or places in Rome and other cities offering a safe haven and new 

opportunities to learn and work through the humanitarian corridors bring 

people from Morocco, Lebanon and Ethiopia.  

 

 

To those who through prayer and action work for the poor, pursuing holiness 

and justice ecumenically, God says: I see the workings of your hearts”  and he 

smiles.  



 

 


