
 

 

Doctoral Study and the 

Methodist Church 

 
 
The Methodist Church encourages its members, deacons and presbyters 

to think and reflect on our faith. For some this reflection may take the form 

of PhD study. The purpose of this e-booklet is to help show Methodists, 

and others, where they might engage in PhD or professional doctorate 

research in a Methodist or Methodist related context. 

 

The colleges detailed here are not the only potential colleges. The list is 

comprised of two colleges that are part of the Discipleship & Ministries 

Learning Network of the Methodist Church (Cliff College, the Queen’s 

Foundation), two colleges with very long connections to Methodism 

(Wesley House Cambridge and Wesley Study Centre Durham) plus the 

Urban Theology Unit which is an ecumenical research centre with very 

strong Methodist links.  

 

The colleges are listed in alphabetical order. There are other institutions 

with long-term Methodist involvement such as Oxford Brookes University 

and the University of Roehamption, and others with more recent but close 

Methodist links such as Liverpool Hope University. There are numerous 

significant institutions across the world that are related to the global 

Methodist movement in various ways. 

 

It is our hope that this booklet will help point people to useful institutions 

and make potential PhD candidates aware of colleges’ subject 

specialisms, costs and contact details. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cliff College, located in the heart of the Peak District, has a successful PhD 

provision, with around 20 students working both part-time and full-time, in 

the UK and overseas. We have two programmes validated by the University 

of Manchester.  

 

 The standard PhD can be undertaken either on a full-time, 3 year 

basis, or a part-time, 6 year basis. It is also possible to study for an 

MPhil. 

 

www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/postgraduate/research/  

 

 The PhD in Missiology, which is part-time only, is an example of 

what is generally referred to as a professional doctorate. This 

means that without compromising its full status as a PhD, it has 

been designed primarily for practitioners who wish to enhance 

their effectiveness by doctoral level reflection on their practice, and 

it will typically involve empirical research.  

 

www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/postgraduate/phdmiss/   

 

 

 

Cliff College is a member of the Manchester 

Wesleyan Research Centre. We provide a close 

academic community, a strong blend of 

academic and practitioner expertise, and, 

because our students are registered with the 

University of Manchester, they have full library 

rights there, as well as full access to all their 

supporting events and opportunities. 

 

 

http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/postgraduate/research/
http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/students/postgraduate/phdmiss/


 

Financial costs 
 

PhD programme 
 

EU or low / middle income country   Full-time Part-time 

Tuition      £4,645  £2,845 

Validation fee     £825  £515 

Accommodation (for residential periods) £360  £360 

Total      £5,830  £3,720 

 

Overseas (non-EU) or high income country  Full-time Part-time 

Tuition      £6,790  £4,265 

Validation fee     £825  £515 

Accommodation (for residential periods) £360  £360 

Total      £8,155  £5,140 

 

PhD Missiology programme (professional doctorate)  Part-time 

EU or low / middle income country      

Tuition        £2,845 

Validation fee       £515 

Accommodation (for residential periods)   £360 

Total        £3,720 

 

Overseas (non-EU) or high income country     

Tuition        £4,265 

Validation fee       £515 

Accommodation (for residential periods)   £360 

Total        £5,140 

 

We encourage applications in the areas of study that represent the 

specialisms and broad research interests of our faculty supervisors. These 

include: 

 

• Wesleyan and Methodist Studies 

• Missionary Ecclesiology, Fresh Expressions Church, and 

Postmodern Culture 

• Mission, Evangelism and Christian Leadership 

• Public Theology 

 

www.cliffcollege.ac.uk  

http://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

The Queen’s Foundation, centrally situated in Birmingham, offers its 

doctoral programme in collaboration with our partner university, the Vrije 

Universiteit Amsterdam (whose theology faculty has recently been ranked 

seventh in the world).  

 

We have 30 research students enrolled on the programme – full- and part-

time, international and U.K. students, women and men. We are able to 

supervise a wide range of topics through our large academic staff and 

honorary research fellows, in addition to the expertise in Amsterdam.  

 

 

Our close working 

partnership is 

cemented through 

our liaison Professor 

and the fact that our 

director of research 

is also a professor in 

the faculty.  

 

Applicants are 

admitted as Queen’s 

Postgraduate Researchers and work with an adviser on their proposals. 

Once accepted by the Doctorate Board at VU Amsterdam, they are 

admitted to the Graduate School of Theology and Religious Studies.  

 

Supervision takes place in teams of between two to four persons, including 

a full professor from Amsterdam. An annual residential visit to Amsterdam 

provides the opportunity for face-to-face meetings of the full supervisory 

team.  

 

Research at Queen’s takes place within a vibrant research culture, 

comprising academic staff, supervisors, honorary research fellows and 

students. Regular seminars and training events support the research 

enterprise.  



 

Financial costs  
Postgraduate research student 

fees (2017-18) for new students: 

 

Full-time UK/EU students 

  £3,250 per year 

Part-time UK/EU students 

  £1,780 per year 

Full-time international student fee

  £9,180 per year 

(Fees for split-site international 

students are agreed on a case-by-

case basis).  

 

 

Key subject areas covered  

 

• Practical and contextual 

theologies (inc feminist, 

post-colonial, Black 

theologies, liturgy, hermeneutics, interfaith studies and so on)  

• Biblical studies, biblical and historical theology  

• Church history and ecclesiology 

• Philosophical and systematic theologies 

 

 

 

www.queens.ac.uk/what/research  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.queens.ac.uk/what/research


 

The Urban Theology Union is a 

constituent college of Luther King 

House and a member-led, 

ecumenical charity established in 

1969. Our PhD in Contextual 

Theology Studies is validated by the 

University of Manchester. 

 

PhD 
  

Our PhD is unique. Students are always supported by a team of 

supervisors and learn with a cohort of others who also share responsibility 

for peer-learning, challenge, and encouragement. Cohorts meet four times 

a year for two-day supervision sessions that recognise that the whole 

person – spiritual, social, mental and emotional – is engaged in the 

research undertaken. 

 

Our Director of Research is Revd Dr Ian Duffield who has over thirty years’ 

experience in post-graduate research supervision.  

 

Financial costs 
 

University of Manchester annual registration fee for part-time students:

        £300 

Part-time students’ tuition fees (+ annual registration fee): £2025  

Preparation fee  

(non-refundable deposit once working with an academic adviser): 

£300 

Submission Pending period fee: (+ annual registration fee): £1000  

Resubmission fee (for students registering on programme  

from Jan 2016 onwards):     £500 

 

www.utusheffield.org.uk    

 

For current fees please check the Luther King House Website: 

lutherkinghouse.org.uk 

http://www.utusheffield.org.uk/
http://lutherkinghouse.org.uk/


 

 

Wesley House is a cross-cultural community of scholarship and prayer in 

the Methodist tradition. The college is a gateway for Methodists to the rich 

learning resources of Cambridge and to the shared resources of the 

Cambridge Theological Federation, www.theofed.cam.ac.uk   

 

Our vision is to resource postgraduate students from the UK and around 

the world for a thoughtful and transformative influence in the churches 

and cultures from which they come.  

 

To enquire about any of our programmes, please visit  

www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/info-form/  

 

PhD in Theology  
www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/phd  

The PhD is for the person who wants to do in-depth research in a specific 

area of theology. It is particularly suitable for clergy who are potential 

theological educators. There are two university options for the PhD: 

 

Anglia Ruskin University 
Those admitted to the PhD through Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge 

work with a supervisory team drawn from the academic staff at Wesley 

House and colleagues in the Cambridge Theological Federation.  

 

Financial Costs 

 

Duration:   Part-time, 5-6 years  Full time, 3-4 years 

Course fee (per year):  £2,098    £4,195 

College access fee (per year): £250 per term for non-  £3,500 pa 

resident students   

 

For further details on fees please see: www.theofed.cam.ac.uk/fees/  

http://www.theofed.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/info-form/
http://www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/phd
http://www.theofed.cam.ac.uk/fees/


 

Subject areas: Methodist Studies; Pastoral/Practical Theology; Public 

Theology 

 
 

University of Cambridge  
 

www.divinity.cam.ac.uk/study-here/phd for information on admission 

requirements, fees, supervision and areas of research.  

 

Financial costs  

 

Duration:   Part-time, 5-7 years Full time, 3 years 

Course fee (per year):  £4,714   £7,857 

College Access Fee (per year): £250 for non-  £3,500 

resident students   

 

 

Professional Doctorate (DProf) in Practical Theology  
Validated by Anglia Ruskin University is a research degree for those 

engaged in a practice context. It involves the identification of an issue that 

can be investigated through academic research with the aim of making an 

impact on the practice context. 

 

Stage one comprises two 30 credit modules at level 7 (both modules have 

two taught sessions) which may be taken either by distance learning or by 

attendance in Cambridge. Stage 2 consists of a dissertation of 60,000 

words. 

 

http://www.divinity.cam.ac.uk/study-here/phd


 

 

Financial Costs 
Duration:   Part-time 3-6 years 

Course fee (per year):  £2,098 

College access fee (per term): £250 for non-resident students 

 

 

Doctor of Ministry (DMin)  
In partnership with Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, D.C. is a 

standard award for developing church leaders in many parts of the world.  

 

The programme is designed to allow ordained students to continue with 

their existing ministry while studying for a postgraduate qualification. The 

DMin cohorts at Wesley House draw students from around the world to 

create a genuinely cross-cultural classroom.  

 

For more information see:  

www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/dmin  

www.wesleyseminary.edu/doctorofministry/cambridge  

 

Duration: 2–3 years part time; including four residential courses of two 

weeks duration over two years 

 

Financial Costs  

 

www.wesleyseminary.edu/doctorofministry/tuition-and-financing/  

Small bursaries for PhD or DProf study, usually as matching grants, are 

available on a competitive basis to British Methodist ministers. To learn 

more about the application process, see: 

www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/scholarships-and-bursary-support/  

 

Wesley House, Cambridge: www.wesley.cam.ac.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/dmin
http://www.wesleyseminary.edu/doctorofministry/cambridge
http://www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/scholarships-and-bursary-support/
http://www.wesley.cam.ac.uk/


 

 
 

The Wesley Study Centre, set within St John's College, Durham, offers 

doctoral research through the department of theology and religion at 

Durham University (recently ranked 3rd best theology department in the 

world in the QTS rankings).  

 

In addition to expertise in a wide range of areas of theology, students 

research in a vibrant academic community comprised of full-time, part-

time, lay, ordained, UK and overseas students, with access to extensive 

library facilities (including online journals), study space and academic 

support. We seek to enable world-class learning for a world-transforming 

Church. 

  
 

Some of the 2016 DThM Summer School participants 

 

DTHM 
The Doctor of Theology and 

Ministry is a programme of 

Durham University run in 

collaboration between the 

Department of Theology 

and Religion and Cranmer 

Hall and the Wesley Study 

Centre.  

 

It is a six year part-time or 

three year full time 

programme based on a practical theology approach to issues in ministry. 

At present, there are about 30 people in the programme, which works 

through a combination of taught modules, an annual summer school and 

supervised research. 



 

 

Financial costs 
 

Postgraduate DThM fees (2017-18) for new students 

Full-time UK/EU students   £6,900 

Part-time UK/EU students   £3,800 

Full-time International students  £16,500 

Part-time International students  £9,100 

 

See www.dur.ac.uk/theology.religion/postgrad/info.handbooks/   

 

Contact information 

 

Dr Jocelyn Bryan, 0191 334 3853, j.m.bryan@durham.ac.uk   

or The Postgraduate Admissions Secretary, 0191 334 3929, 

theo.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk  

 

PhD in Theology 
 

The PhD is a research degree, suited to those wishing to undertake 

independent, supervised research on a specific topic. The sole 

requirement to complete the degree is to submit a thesis and pass a viva 

voce examination. To view the specialisms in supervision and for further 

information, see 

www.dur.ac.uk/theology.religion/postgrad/researchdegrees/    

 

Postgraduate research fees (2017-18) for new students 

Full-time UK/EU students   £4,195 

Part-time UK/EU students   £2,400 

Full-time International students  £17,400 

Part-time International students  £9,100 

 

Contact information 

 

For further conversation about doctoral study at the WSC contact 

Elizabeth.Kent@durham.ac.uk  

 

Wesley Study Centre, Durham: http://community.dur.ac.uk/wsc.online/   

 

 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/theology.religion/postgrad/info.handbooks/
mailto:j.m.bryan@durham.ac.uk
mailto:theo.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk
http://www.dur.ac.uk/theology.religion/postgrad/researchdegrees/
mailto:Elizabeth.Kent@durham.ac.uk
http://community.dur.ac.uk/wsc.online/


 

The Methodist Church 
 

Higher Education Funding Support 

 

Presbyters and Deacons 

 

If you are seeking financial support to undertake a 

Higher Education Award, the Methodist Church currently offers potential 

support to presbyters and deacons up to £2,500 per annum for two years, 

with a possibility of additional years, if you meet the criteria for 

applications.  

 

Please see the Methodist Church Website Study Support pages 

www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-and-

innovation/scholarship/study-support  for the relevant application forms 

and eligibility criteria.  

 

 

Honorary Research Fellow Scheme 

 

The Methodist Church currently has agreements with eight institutions 

regarding Methodist Honorary Research Fellows. A number of Methodists 

who meet the 

general 

requirements for 

Hon Research 

Fellow status - which 

is normally to be a 

PhD holder and 

either actively 

researching or hoping to more actively research - are welcome to contact 

the Director of SRI to discuss this possibility.  

 

You may wish to be associated with a particular institution because it fits 

your specialism or it is located close to you. The hope is that this Honorary 

Research Fellow relationship might encourage and enable more to 

become engaged in research.  

 

The institutions currently involved are: The University of Roehampton; 

Oxford Brookes University; The Queen’s Foundation; and St John’s College 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-and-innovation/scholarship/study-support
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-and-innovation/scholarship/study-support


 

Durham, Wesley House Cambridge, Sarum College, Cliff College and the 

Urban Theology Union.  

 

Responsibilities of a Research Fellow will include participation in annual 

events, actively researching, and willingness to share insights with others. 

Privileges will include access to library facilities including e-resources. 

  

Please contact the Director of SRI at skuces@methodistchurch.org.uk with 

a copy of your academic CV. 

 

 

Young Methodist Scholars Scheme 

 

If you are a Methodist (ordained or lay), under 35 and working at doctoral 

or post-doctoral level, then the Director of SRI would love to hear from you. 

We are developing a peer group of young scholars who will meet 

occasionally and the Methodist Church will seek to find ways to both 

support and encourage young scholars within the life of Methodism. 

  

Please contact the Director of SRI at skuces@methodistchurch.org.uk if 

you think you might be eligible to be part of this community. 

 

 

Annual Research Conference 

 

The Scholarship, Research and Innovation team at the Methodist Church 

run an annual conference held in April each year. Papers are presented 

from a wide range of lay and ordained Methodists reflecting their research 

areas, and from those who are engaged in research in Methodist related 

areas.  

 

The next conference will be on 19th April 2018 at The Rylands Library, The 

University of Manchester. 

 

Details of this conference and the various other conferences that the SRI 

team run or are involved with can found on the Methodist Church website: 

 

www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-and-

innovation/events  

 

mailto:skuces@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:skuces@methodistchurch.org.uk
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-and-innovation/events
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-and-innovation/events


 

Research Matters newsletter 

 

The Scholarship, Research and Innovation team at the Methodist Church 

produces a regular newsletter approximately three times a year, which 

contains details of research projects undertaken by Methodism and for 

Methodism, conferences, publications and other ways for Methodists to 

learn from and contribute to research.  

 

To sign up to receive the newsletter electronically visit the Methodist 

Church website at: www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-

and-innovation/research-matters-e-newsletter  

 

 

 

Further information 

 

 https://www.facebook.com/Methodist-Church-Research-

1631295260468429/  

 www.twitter.com/@MethodistSRI   

 

This is a great way to stay up to date with research related insights and 

opportunities of relevance to Methodism. 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-and-innovation/research-matters-e-newsletter
http://www.methodist.org.uk/learning/scholarship-research-and-innovation/research-matters-e-newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/Methodist-Church-Research-1631295260468429/
https://www.facebook.com/Methodist-Church-Research-1631295260468429/
http://www.twitter.com/@MethodistSRI

