
A Perspective on Justice

Just Living

Jamie Flyeman loves, probably in this order, family, friends, coffee, wine and generally posh nosh (oh 
and of course Jesus). He hates injustice and wants to do all he can to do something about it - that’s 
why he works as the head of Church relationships for Tearfund. Its a job he loves.

You don’t have to be a Bible scholar to work out that 
justice matters to God. Indeed, according to the Psalms, 
justice and righteousness are the foundations of God’s 
throne. In other words, they are the principles on which 
God’s kingdom is built.

It follows then that God wants us to live out justice in 
our own lives. In those simple but profoundly challenging 
words of Micah 6:8, we are “to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with [our God]” (NRSV).

Great, but how do we go about doing that? How do 
we even begin to outwork justice in our lives and help 
establish it in the lives of others?

Caesar
 
Let’s begin with an injustice, as it might help us explore 
what acting justly might mean for us. Come with me to 
rural Northern Uganda, which I recently visited. I spent a 
good amount of time with a young four-year-old boy (the 
same age as my own lad), called Caesar. 

Caesar was an orphan. His parents died as a result of 
HIV/AIDS. He was being looked after by his two step-
sisters. They were doing their best, but in all honesty 
things were really tough. 

Caesar’s bloated stomach pointed straight away to an 
underlying problem: he was malnourished. Every night, 
he went to bed crying with hunger. On several occasions 
while we were with him, he tried to eat food that was 
unfit for human consumption.

Tonight, one in seven of the world’s population will go 
to bed hungry. This year six million children will die as 
a result of malnutrition. It’s possible that Caesar will 
be one of them – every day I pray that this won’t be the 
case. 

Meanwhile, my four-year-old son has more than 
enough food to eat. There’s no risk of him dying from 
malnutrition. Indeed, given where he lives, the real risk 
is that he will die as a result of over-consumption.

It’s not fair, is it?  There is something fundamentally 
wrong with the world when children like Caesar don’t 
have enough to eat – and we know there’s plenty of food 
to go around. That’s injustice. God hates it and we are 
asked to hate it too.

The parable of the good Samaritan
 
Read the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-35).  

Jesus is a masterful story teller – and this story 
demonstrates it. First he played a blinder in putting a 
Jew at the centre of the drama: a man on a journey on a 
notorious road who gets mugged.  

It was a blinder because the audience put themselves 
in the story straightaway. They imagined themselves as 
the man who was robbed and left for dead, needing help 
desperately.

The second thing he did was make the hero of the 
piece a Samaritan. The Jews hated the Samaritans and 
vice versa. If Jesus had done it the other way round, 
they would have thought it the craziest story – no self-
respecting Jew would have helped a Samaritan. 

The story of course was told in answer to a question from 
a young lawyer who had enquired, “Who is my neighbour?” 
(Jesus’ answer said it was someone you’ve never met 
before, from a different culture; someone that you haven’t 
got anything in common with, even your enemy.) 

Who is your neighbour?
 
Now bring the Bible story and Caesar’s story together. 
Imagine you were Caesar or his stepsisters, and they 
were you. Put yourself in the heart of the story: the 
family starving. Wouldn’t you want them to be your 
neighbour and cross the cultural, racial, geographical 
and social boundaries to help?  Of course you would!

Jesus’ teaching says do to others as you’d want done 
to yourself (Luke 6:31). As the Church, Cesar and the 
millions like him are our business. We can’t just walk by.



What next?
 
So how do we help?  Well the first thing the Samaritan 
did was to deal with the immediate needs: he bandaged 
him and treated the wounds. Can we call that charity? 

We are called to be charitable; to share our food with 
the hungry, to clothe the naked, to live generous lives 
(Matthew 25:31-46). It’s a facet of justice; indeed, the 
word for justice in the Bible comes from the Hebrew 
word ‘tsedeq’ and is kind of a hybrid of our words 
‘charity’ and ‘justice’.  

But the good Samaritan didn’t stop there. He took the 
Jewish man to the inn, stayed up all night to look after 
him, told the innkeeper he’d pay for all his costs and – I 
love this bit – said, “When I return…”. There was no ‘if’; 
the Samaritan was going to return to the inn because, 
I think, their lives had become so intertwined, he 
wouldn’t rest until he knew he was OK.  

Justice in the Bible goes beyond giving an individual 
their rights, it involves an active duty of establishing 
their rights. 

Let’s go back to Caesar’s story. There are so many 
reasons why his life is as it is, including: 

l  his parents didn’t have access to the drugs they 
needed 

l   global warming has meant that the land the family 
has is really hard to farm 

l  his local church hasn’t been taught how to help 
the family properly and, as a result, his stepsisters 
haven’t been able to learn how to help themselves 
more 

l  we don’t have a fair distribution of food in our world 
– we throw away food because it’s gone rotten, and 
Caesar tries to eat rotten food because it’s all he 
can find 

l  in Uganda, loads of land is being bought up to grow 
crops that are used for bio-fuels – making food in 
Uganda even more expensive 

l  governments around the world haven’t fulfilled 
their promises to spend more money on aid and 
development 
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l  we’re more interested in buying the latest clothes 
and gadgets than in thinking about those who have 
nothing. 

The list could go on – but hopefully you will have got  
the idea.  There are lots of reasons for poverty and 
acting justly on behalf of Caesar and the millions of 
children like him means that we are going to have  
to sacrifice and be relentless in pursuing justice for 
them.

So how might we act justly?  
 
These are some rhythms that I am either in or working 
on in my life. I’m on a journey too with this; a pilgrimage 
to act justly.  

I try to give generously to help people like Caesar.  
I choose to do that through Tearfund because I’ve seen 
how incredibly efficient it is as releasing the potential 
of individuals through the support of the local church. 
It costs about £12 to transform (and it really does 
transform) an individual’s life. 

As a family we’re doing what we can to reduce our 
carbon footprint. The house is a bit cooler, we’re growing 
some of our own vegetables, taking UK-based holidays 
and I’m working up to becoming vegetarian once a week 
(I know, it’s not that hard!).  

I’ve made a decision to only eat Fairtrade chocolate – if 
it’s not, I’ll politely refuse. I’m also an avid reader of the 
Guardian’s development website (www.guardian.co.uk/
global-development) because I want to be informed.  
Most of my clothes nowadays are secondhand too, not 
that you’d know.  

I use my voice for change when I can – signing petitions, 
writing to my MP, emailing the prime minister, etc. I also 
spend a good amount of time encouraging churches to 
get involved with campaigning for change. It’s also part 
of my job, so that’s good!  

We’re also aware because a family of people who live 
close to us have very little. We want to do all we can to 
reach out to them.  

As we do these small things I hope more of God’s rule 
and God’s dominion will be built here on earth and I will 
be challenged to develop more rhythms of justice in my 
life. 


