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“Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and his 

courts with praise. Give 
thanks to him, bless 

his name.” 
Psalm 100:4 (NRSV)
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The Methodist Church in Ecuador 
received a £15,000 grant from 
the World Mission Fund. 

“The grant has been a big blessing for 
developing the Church’s programmes 
nationally, and has allowed the 
expansion and development of work 
in churches in rural and indigenous 
areas,” a church spokesperson said. 
“Thanks to it, we could focus more 
on new activities such as increased 
evangelism and pay more attention to 
the needs of local churches. We were 
also able to establish and balance 
the income of the Church, and we no 
longer have a high deficit as in past 
years. We were also able to finish 
building a hall for use by the Methodist 

Church in Rios, in Agua Viva and 
in Romerillos where children in the 
community currently meet to receive 
school tutoring and Bible study.  

“This year we were able to visit and 
share in the reality and needs of each 
one of the churches in the coastal, 
mountainous and Eastern regions. 
We participated in their special 
programmes and services and were 
pleased to take part in the first Nativity 
for the new indigenous programme in 
the community of Prado, where they 
presented a living nativity scene and 
numerous shows from the children 
who are learning about God. Without 
the grant it would have been difficult to 
achieve as much as we have so far.”

PaRtnER ChuRChEs anD ORGanisatiOns

Meeting needs in Ecuador

For more information please contact Sandra Lopez, partnership coordinator for 
Latin America & the Caribbean, at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

The Prado community’s Nativity scene.
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The World Council of 
Churches (WCC) meets 
every seven years, bringing 

together over 5,000 Christians 
from around the world and from 
different Christian denominations. 
This year, the council’s assembly 
took place in Busan, South Korea, 
from 30 October to 8 November. 
Its theme was God of Life, lead us 
to justice and peace.   

One of the programmes the World 
Council of Churches is involved 
in is upholding the rights of 
indigenous people. One activist 
from Indonesia explained that 
her role at the conference was to 
voice the on-the-ground conditions 
for ministers and seminary 
students who were not aware of 
the conditions, and to be a voice 
for the voiceless. Indeed many 
of those in attendance were 

representing the voiceless, being 
from very small or persecuted 
churches. 

With 600 young people in 
attendance from around the world 
there was also lots of youth and 
student involvement. This was 
a significant moment for them 
to participate and to interact 
with church leaders on the role 
of young people not only in 
society, but in regards to church 
leadership. Young theologians 
demonstrated their competence 
in this regard by skilfully chairing 
panels of senior church leaders. 
Statements were issued on the 
topic of nuclear weapons, climate 
change, and the situation between 
North and South Korea. 

For more information please visit: 
www.oikoumene.org/en

 
WCC holds its tenth assembly 

PaRtnER ChuRChEs anD ORGanisatiOns

Nothing can compare to 
spiritual liberty or the 
moment you lay your 

burdens and past sins at the feet 
of the Saviour and step into his 
freedom. It is great, therefore, 
that the Fund for Mission in 
Europe recently awarded a grant 
to a prison ministry project that 
supports the United Methodist 
Church in Bulgaria in its work 
amongst prisoners and their 
families who may not normally 
receive much attention from the 
state. Help is given to prisoners’ 
families – especially to children, 
who need assistance to continue 

their education. The work done with 
the prisoners acknowledges God’s 
will that all people should receive 
needed help, offering both spiritual 
and financial support through 
regular weekly worship services, 
Bible studies and support through 
personal conversations. The work 

takes place in Varna, Razdelna and 
Lovech prisons and is overseen 
by two local pastors. The prison 
ministry started over 15 years ago, 
but a lack of financial resources led 
to irregularity and much personal 
sacrifice from the local pastors 
to ensure its continuity. Despite 
this, the prison administration 
has always maintained a positive 
attitude.  

For more information please 
contact Roy Crowder, 

partnership coordinator for 
Europe, at wcr.europe@
methodistchurch.org.uk

“The Lord sets the prisoners free” Psalm 146:7 

For more information please 
contact Steve Pearce, 

partnership coordinator for  
Asia & the Pacific, at 

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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Methodism grows  
in Honduras  

“The Methodist Church in Honduras has grown,” 
one of our Partner Churches, the United 
Methodist Mission in Honduras, recently informed 

us. “Thanks to God, we have managed to develop 
the Church in two of the country’s biggest cities. In 
Tegucigalpa the work was very weak to start with. 
Throughout the course of this year, however, it has 

strengthened and grown. In San Pedro Sula, there was 
no prior Methodist presence. Now church attendance 
and takings have doubled in the urban areas. 

“One of the difficulties the Church has faced has 
been maintaining enthusiasm and joy during the large 
number of training sessions. However, thanks to God 
we have held many training activities with youth, lay 
leadership, ministers and with their families. In October 
alone we had three training sessions with all the clergy. 

“Other challenges we have faced this year 
concern the development and execution of various 
construction projects. By God’s grace progress has 
been made on all fronts, and this year the Talanga 
Central Temple, the educational building in Danlí, the 
John Wesley College, the Obraje sports camp, and 
Quisgualagua Sunday School and Internet café will all 
be completed. 2013 has been a good year. We thank 
God for all that we have managed to achieve with the 
help of our partners in mission.”

As a Methodist minister, 
I wanted to use my 
sabbatical to gain a broader 

perspective of what it is like 
to worship and serve God in a 
different context and to form 
links for prayer, mutual support 
and encouragement between the 
churches I serve and churches 
overseas.  I contacted the World 
Church office and they kindly 
arranged a visit to Bénin, West 
Africa.  I had the privilege of 
visiting the country for four weeks 
as a guest of the Methodist 
Church in Bénin, staying with a 
family in Porto Novo, the capital.  

The first thing that I noticed was 
the number of people worshipping. 
The age profile is very different 
from many of our churches, with a 

great many young people. A new 
evangelistic initiative will hopefully 
lead to more people coming to 
know Jesus.  A radio station, 
Hosanna FM, was rapidly being 
built and is now broadcasting. The 
Church also runs health centres 
and is just about to open a new 
hospital in Porto Novo (pictured). 
The director of the hospital 
management committee told me 
that the grant from the World 
Mission Fund had been a great 
encouragement and help.  The 
hospital will offer both private 
treatment and help for those 
unable to pay.

My visit to Bénin was a wonderful, 
enriching experience.  I was 
impressed and encouraged by 
many of the brothers and sisters in 

Christ that I met.  I was humbled 
by the strength of their faith and 
felt challenged to rely completely 
on God rather than on my own 
resources.  I hope that this will 
be the beginning of a fruitful 
relationship between my churches 
here in Greater Manchester and 
some of the churches and church 
organisations in Bénin.

My visit to Bénin by the Revd Kathy Selby

PaRtnER ChuRChEs anD ORGanisatiOns

For more information please 
contact Olubunmi Olayisade, 

partnership coordinator 
for Africa, at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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“No gas!” 

Here’s an extract 
from a reflection 
sent to us by 

mission partner Daniel 
Pratt Morris-Chapman.

“There’s no gas,” said 
the shopkeeper. “Hasn’t 
been any for weeks.”

 
I must say I hadn’t anticipated this scenario. Ongoing 
electricity shortages, water going on and off and 
rain every day, yes – but no gas? I feel so let down. 
You see, we had come to rely on gas to make tea. 
Considering the gravity of our respective caffeine 
addictions we came to the significant decision early 
on that the electricity supply, irregular as it is, should 

not be trusted with this enormous responsibility. 
 
I’m sure that on reading these things you will 
understand that we are in dire need of your prayers. 
On a positive note, these experiences are teaching 
me patience. The unpredictability of life here is 
something I’ve had no training for. I can’t help thinking 
that social stability in the UK would be under serious 
threat if there were no gas, electricity or water for a 
week. Yet here, they just take it in their stride. When 
I get stressed about teabags, I begin to question: Is 
it really true that the society in which I was raised is 
as developed as I thought it was? Or has it actually 
groomed me to become an impatient control freak? All 
I can say is that being here is really teaching me a lot 
about my character. Please pray for us!

To read the full reflection, go to methodist.org.uk/
pratt-morris-chapman and click on “October 2013”.

MissiOn PaRtnER nEWs

REsOuRCEs

Mission partner prayer cards are now available to 
request from the World Church Relationships office. 
Contact wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk to request 
prayer cards for all current mission partners. 

Visit the World Church blog to keep up to date 
with Steve Pearce’s visits to India and South Korea 
and David Friswell’s visit to Nicaragua at www.
worldchurchrelationships.wordpress.com/

A Network of Love, Service and Compassion
This short video was produced in Honduras by CEPALC 
(the Latin American people’s centre for communication), 
one of our partner organisations. Please feel free to 
share: ow.ly/rbHjl 

Look behind the label As the festive season descends 
upon us, our thoughts will be consumed with a frantic 
to-do list of food to buy and prepare, and gifts to buy. 
How many of us, however, will stop to think about the 
Bangladeshi garment workers making the clothes we 
eagerly anticipate during our Christmas shopping? 

In April, over 1,127 people were killed following the 

collapse of a garment factory building in Dhaka. Recently, 
more workers died in a fire at another garment factory in 
Bangladesh. While this may not seem related to Advent, 
part of the advent liturgy for Sunday 1 December reads: 
“We dare to journey towards peace, the peace which 
embodies justice at its core.” These are two themes 
around which the tenth assembly of the World Council of 
Churches was also centred, its theme being God of life, 
lead us to justice and peace. These are two great themes 
with which to end the old year and enter the new one. 
Christmas is typically known as the season of peace and 
goodwill. What better way to demonstrate this than to 
make an active effort to promote justice by supporting 
the campaign for justice for Bangladeshi garment 
workers? 

Join the social media campaign at #lookbehindthelabel. 
Shop consciously. Pray. Together we can promote justice 
for garment workers in Bangladesh.

To learn more from our partners in the Bangladesh 
Group: Church Mission Society [ow.ly/pTJWR]
Church of Scotland [ow.ly/pTK3x]
The Anglican Alliance [ow.ly/pTK9T]

http://methodist.org.uk/pratt-morris-chapman
http://methodist.org.uk/pratt-morris-chapman
mailto:wcr.admin%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Mission%20partner%20prayer%20cards
http://www.worldchurchrelationships.wordpress.com/
http://www.worldchurchrelationships.wordpress.com/
http://ow.ly/rbHjl
http://twitter.com/search%3Fq%3D%2523lookbehindthelabel%26src%3Dhash%20
http://ow.ly/pTJWR
http://ow.ly/pTK3x
http://ow.ly/pTK9T
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Please pray for the United Methodist Mission in 
Honduras and the great work that it is doing to build 
up the Methodist Church there. 

We pray for the Methodist Church in Ecuador 
and the work they are doing to build the Church 
throughout the country.

Please pray for North and South Korea, and for the 
World Council of Churches, that God may indeed 
lead us all to justice and peace. 

Please remember Bulgaria, and the wonderful work 
partners are doing there to minister to prisoners  
and help their families.

Please remember the Methodist Church of  
Bénin in your prayers. Give thanks for:  
The large numbers of young adults in  
the church, the strong faith of the  
believers and their joy in knowing  
Jesus, the new radio station and  

hospital. Pray for the provision of adequate resources 
for mission (both human and financial) and for the 
work to alleviate poverty and combat illiteracy.

Please pray for mission partners Daniel and Grace 
Pratt Morris-Chapman and their son Kwame that 
God may continue to strengthen and equip them to 
do his work in the Cameroon.

Please continue to pray for garment workers in 
Bangladesh, that they may indeed have justice.

PRayER POints

All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 
NMA postholders, scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/donate. Alternately, send 
a cheque to: the Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’.

NMA (nationals in 
mission appointment) 

post holder Sarah 
is the warden and 

chaplain of the CSI 
Daisy Gopal Ratnam 

Women’s Hostel in 
South India, taking care 

of the physical and 
spiritual needs of 65 

working women.
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