
July/August 2013

“For God is not unjust; 
he will not overlook 

your work and the 
love that you showed 

for his sake in serving 
the saints, as you still 
do. And we want each 

one of you to show 
the same diligence so 

as to realize the full 
assurance of hope to 
the very end, so that 
you may not become 

sluggish, but imitators 
of those who through 

faith and patience 
inherit the promises.”
Hebrews 6:10-12 (NRSV)
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As I head towards the big fiftieth 
birthday in a couple of years’ 
time, the hair is starting to grey 

and the hearing is not what it used to 
be. I am becoming aware that when 
people talk to me, my mind is often 
somewhere else. Although I ‘hear’ 
them speaking, I find myself having 
to say “Pardon?” because I wasn’t 
actually ‘listening’ (This seems to 
happen more with my wife than other 
people!).

Listening is important for us all but so 
much more so when we don’t often get 
to meet and talk with those we need 
to listen to. For us in World Church 
Relationships, listening is key to our 
work. It is through listening that we 
build relationships and it is through 
relationships that we can support, 
challenge and develop together.

As we head towards the Pre-Conference 
Consultation with overseas partners, 
we will be sitting down together with 
over 20 representatives from across 
the 4 regions of the world – not just to 
hear each other talk, but to really listen 
to what each other has to say.

We will be exploring significant issues 
that confront the Church wherever it 
exists. This will be a chance for all who 
are taking part to listen, share and 
learn from each other. What works for 
one church may give ideas to another. 
My hope for the PCC is that we will 
not only hear each other through the 
plethora of languages, but we will also 
take time to listen to what each brings 
in a spirit of love and grace.

David Friswell, World Church 
Relationships team leader

2013 PRE-CONFERENCE CONSULTATION

Hearing and listening

Members of the World Church Relationships team with partners attending the Pre-Conference Consultation  
in 2011. Inset: David Friswell, leader of the World Church Relationships Team.
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Roy Crowder, partnership 
coordinator for Europe, 
reports from the annual 

Methodists in World Mission 

conference:  

 

“We approached Europe through 

some key partnerships. A dozen 

visitors came from the Methodist 

Church in Portugal. The folk 

group Trevo Alegre (pictured) 
led the music. Bishop Sifredo 
Teixeira led the traditional songs 
and dances as well as modern 
hymns he has written. A lay leader 
and sociologist, Prof Helena 
Vilaça, gave a keynote address, 
Believing and Belonging in Europe, 
challenging us to challenge 
secular Europe with gospel 
change. 

“In another keynote, Christian Aid 
Trustee Bishop Alistair Redfern 
of Derby showed us how the 
values of our common Christian 
history lead us to engage with 
Europe and the Struggle for Global 
Justice. Other Christian Aid staff 
led workshops on tax justice 
and lobbying the EU. Dr Monica 

Attias, of the St Egidio Community 
in Rome, introduced work with 
refugees and reconciliation. 
Former mission partners Sam 
and Pete Taylor presented work 
in Bulgaria with Roma people and 
orphans.

“Worship wove through the 
weekend, as Nicola Vidamour 
led us in encounter with Russian 
Icons. Vice President Michael 
King drew the threads together in 
the Sunday service sermon. The 
‘angels’ are in the detail; there 
was much more!”

Believing and belonging in Europe

PARTNER ChURChES AND ORGANISATIONS

On 16 June, Sugankerni 
Methodist Church in 
Batticaloa district on 

the east coast of Sri Lanka was 
attacked during Sunday service.

A group of villagers came to 

the church brandishing sticks, 
knives and swords. They warned 
the worshippers to stop the 
worship and leave the area. The 
building was then destroyed and 
church members assaulted; a 
church worker and some church 

members had to be admitted to 
the local hospital. They were later 
transferred to Batticaloa hospital 
for further treatment. 

“The church members are 
frightened,” says the Revd Dr 
AW Jebanesan, president of the 
Methodist Church Sri Lanka. “All 
are at the church asking us to do 
something about it. Uphold the 
affected people in your prayers.”

Tensions in Sri Lanka: an urgent prayer request

For more information please 
contact Steve Pearce, 

partnership coordinator for  
Asia & the Pacific, at 

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information  
please contact Roy Crowder  

at wcr.europe@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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The Methodist Church in Brazil 
has been actively taking 
part in the recent protests 

against major public spending 
on the forthcoming World Cup 
and Olympic Games. Methodists 
have joined millions of Brazilians 
who have been protesting since 
a rise in transport fares in São 
Paulo caused Brazilians in every 
region to organise themselves into 
protests, the cause  of which goes 
far deeper than this particular hike 
in the cost of a public service.

Brazilians have been protesting 
about a lack of state funding on 
education and health, continued 
corruption in politics and state 
institutions and the billions of 
Reaies being spent on these two 
major sporting events instead of 
being channelled through to meet 
the real needs of Brazil’s citizens. 

The reported police brutality 
seems to have made Brazilians 
more determined to continue their 
protests until they are heard.

The question that needs to be 
asked is: how would Jesus react 
to these protests? The Igreja 
Metodista do Brazil believes 
that Jesus would be praying and 
participating in them.

“Only a week ago I was branded a 
vandal and a gang member,” says 
Cristiano Santos, a member of the 
Methodist Church in Mantiquiera, 
São Paulo. “People have been 
accusing me of approving of the 
violence and that as a Christian 
I shouldn’t get involved in these 
movements. I took to the streets 
to protest on behalf of the 37 
million Brazilians who don’t have 
access to health, education, 

leisure and cultural activities 
because of high transport costs. 
Today, I feel more Christian, more 
Methodist and more Brazilian.” 

For more information please 
contact Sandra Lopez, 

partnership coordinator for 
Latin America & the Caribbean, 

at wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

PARTNER ChURChES AND ORGANISATIONS
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“A Church that does not protest is not Protestant”

The Methodist Church in 
Britain recently gave a grant 
of SB$11,396 (£1,032) 

from the World Mission Fund to 
the United Church of the Solomon 
Islands, to enable nurse aides 
at the Helena Goldie Hospital to 
upgrade their nursing skills.

Helena Goldie was the first hospital 
in the Solomon Islands. It is 
owned and run by the UCSI with a 
government grant covering some 
costs. Mission partners Jenny and 
Graham Longbottom (now on their 
second term) both work there. The 
hospital relies on ‘nurse aides’ who 

are often in charge of wards, see 
out-patients and work – sometimes 
alone – in rural clinics. However, 
the government is now phasing out 
the position of nurse aide.

In light of this, the hospital’s 
training college is changing its 
courses to offer nurse aides a 
nursing diploma, and to give them 
some basic education in English 
and Maths before they attempt 
to apply for the nursing diploma. 
Since many nurse aides left 
school prematurely, this is a big 
challenge for them. Twelve nurse 
aides at Helena Goldie Hospital 

are now doing these courses, with 
help from medical staff, medical 
students and some visiting nurses 
from Brisbane.

“Access to education and training 
is a great liberator,” says Steve 
Pearce, partnerships coordinator 
for Asia & the Pacific. “Often it 
takes only a small amount of 
money or an affirming word to 
bridge a chasm and make that 
access possible. In this case it was 
a small grant from the money you 
raise for the World Mission Fund, 
and time and encouragement from 
our mission partners.”

Empowering through education
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NEW APPOINTMENTS

The Revd Tom Quenet, partnership coordinator 
for the Americas and the Caribbean, will be 
leaving the World Church Relationships team 

at the end of August. Tom has held the post for 12 
years, during which time he has really developed and 
deepened the relationships between the churches 
in the region and the Methodist Church in Britain. 
We give thanks for all that Tom has given over 
this time and wish him all the best as he returns 
to circuit ministry. He will be serving in the North 
East of England as superintendent of the Tynedale 
Circuit. Tom describes his station as “a fairly recent 
amalgamation of 4 circuits covering 2,000 square 
miles in the north east of England. Very diverse, from 
the outskirts of Newcastle in the East, South to the 
border with County Durham, West to the border with 
Cumbria and North to the Scottish border – with lots 
of sheep, dramatic scenery and excellent salmon 
fishing. An amazing set of people and great staff of 
six that are committed to supporting and encouraging 
mission.” 

Stepping into the partnership coordinator role is 
Mrs Sandra Lopez. Sandra is already known to many 
as for the past five years she has been the team’s 

partnership support officer. She has worked closely 
with her predecessor as she is a fluent Spanish 
speaker, interpreter and translator. She has visited 
various countries with the region both in a work 
capacity and for personal holidays. Her latest visit 
was to Bolivia, accompanying Ruth Gee on her recent 
trip as president designate. Sandra’s organisational 
skills (which she has put to good use in planning 
previous Pre-Conference Consultations), linked with 
her regional knowledge, will ensure she continues 
to grow the partnerships and help us all to be more 
aware of the work of the church in the Americas and 
the Caribbean. Sandra begins her new role on 1 July.

Changing places

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

In May, the Grenada Circuit of 
Methodist Churches held a 
crusade. Mission partner Andy 

Dye reports: 

Many things about the crusade 
made me wonder how it might be 
received in the UK: the massive, 
ear-splitting sound system, 
specifically designed so that 
people could hear from their 
homes; the energetic style of 
preaching/shouting; the door-to-
door invitations made to everyone 

in the communities around… 
even the very name ‘crusade’ is 
one that I wanted us to change. 
Yet here in Grenada, those things 
are welcomed and wanted by the 
communities. Quite different from 
the attitude that I would have 
if some church set up a huge, 
disturbing sound system in my 
earshot.

The highlight for me was prior 
to the week of services, walking 
around the community, giving out 

invitations. It was an eye opener 
in terms of the living conditions 
of many people in that area. As 
we wandered around persons 
were so friendly and welcoming. I 
remembered the saying about  
the old missionaries : “They went 
out to take God to the darkest 
places, and found he was already 
there.” Thank God that he is 
working in all places and at all 
times, and for the times when he 
shakes us awake and we try and 
catch up.

“God was already there”

Revd Tom QuenetSandra Lopez
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Here’s an excerpt from a 
recent blog post by Keith 
& Ida Waddell, mission 

partners in Zambia: Yesterday we 
received a container through the 
Christian African Relief Trust. They 
are old friends of Mwandi Mission 
and had sent us a previous one in 
2009. 
 
We had requested mattresses 
for the Mission Hospital and 103 
were unloaded and stacked in 
the chapel. At the moment the 

hospital is undergoing major 
renovations.  There were a number 
of boxes for the Hospital Central 
Stores and some orthopaedic 
crutches and sticks.

We are very grateful for the 
generosity of all the unpaid 
volunteers in Britain who gather 
and pack the goods into containers 
and to those who kindly donate 
money and goods, as well as those 
who staff the charity shop where 
the takings help pay for running 
costs and contribute towards the 
sending of some containers. 
 
From past experience we know 
that the goods sent help relieve 
people living in extreme poverty. 

Also with these goods, especially 
the aquaboxes, we have been able 
to directly help those who have 
lost their houses either through 
fire or flooding.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Claire Smithson is one of our 
mission partners in Kenya. 
This year, the main focus 

of Claire’s work has been to start 
setting up a training programme 
on HIV/AIDS for nurses, clinical 
officers and doctors. 

Claire says: “We have started on 
level one training (basic) and hope 
next year to extend to training on 
TB in the era of HIV and eventually 
to level two (advanced) training. 
This training will be opened to the 
North Eastern province of Kenya - at 
present the two established training 
centres are both in the Nairobi 

region, so this is a really exciting 
development. Having 10 years of 
practice in treating HIV in Kenya 
it felt so right that the experience 
now was not just limited to treating 
the patients in our programme and 
training the staff I work with, but 
extending the opportunity to all 
health care workers in the province. 

“On a personal note I sadly lost 
one of my very dearest friends, 
Pat Wass, to cancer on 10 May. 
She had been a friend for over 
30 years, supported me through 
medical school and remained a 
close confidant throughout my 

time in Kenya. In place of flowers, 
Pat’s family requested donations 
to go towards helping cervical 
cancer patients in our palliative 
programme. Cervical cancer is 
much more common in patients 
with HIV, and although we have an 
excellent screening programme, 
many of the women cannot afford 
the basic first line treatment of 
cryotherapy. This is unfortunate 
as it is often curative and we have 
the machine available – the only 
one on our province. The treatment 
costs just around £50. In Pat’s 
honour, we will offer this treatment 
to as many ladies as we can.”

Honouring a departed friend

For more information please 
contact Olubunmi Olayisade, 

partnership coordinator 
for Africa, at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/news 

Ida Waddell

The gift of generosity
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All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 
NMA postholders, scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/donate. Alternately, send 
a cheque to: The Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’.

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Pray for all our overseas guests attending both the 
Conference and the Pre-Conference Consultation.

Pray for Tom Quenet  as he starts a new phase of 
ministry. Pray also for Sandra Lopez as she steps 
up to her new role as his replacement. 

Pray for people in Sri Lanka, where there has been 
increased tension between religious groups.

Praise God for all the work being done by 
Methodist Churches all over Europe. 

Give thanks for all the support the Mwandi 
Mission Hospital has been receiving; for all the 
volunteers in Britain who have either donated or 
helped collect things to send. 

Pray for the Methodist Church in Guyana; for 
the various ways in which it engages with local 
communities and helps meet their needs.

Pray for the HIV/Aids training programme Claire 
Smithson is setting up in Kenya.

Pray for the nurse aides at Helena Goldie Hospital 
undergoing training to become fully qualified 
nurses.

Pray for the people of Brazil, their political leaders 
and for the Igreja Metodista do Brazil who is well 
placed to play a significant role in improving the 
situation for Brazilians all over the nation, as well 
as being a peacemaker.

Mission partner Jenny 
Featherstone sent us 
this photo of  carpentry 
students at work. The 
students in the picture 
are making the trusses 
for the housing project 
run by the United 
Church of Zambia.

PRAyER POINTS


