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“When the day 
of Pentecost had 

come, they were all 
together in one place. 

And suddenly from 
heaven there came 

a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and 

it filled the entire 
house where they 

were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested 
on each of them. All 

of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak 
in other languages, as 

the Spirit gave them 
ability.” 

Acts 2:1-4 (NRSV)
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Ruth Gee, president designate of 
the Conference, recalls how she 
marked Pentecost Day during a 

recent trip to Bolivia with Sandra Lopez 
(partnership support officer for the 
World Church Relationships team): 

“On the day of Pentecost, Sandra and 
I worshipped and celebrated at the top 
of the world. 

“El Alto is 4000 metres above sea 
level. Bolivians living in La Paz and El 
Alto say it’s nearer to heaven here.

In the morning we were in the main 
Methodist church in La Paz. The 
worship included hymns sung in 
Spanish and Aymara, traditional music 
and dancing. It was great to be invited 

to dance and so we joined the women 
and had our first – literally breathtaking 
– experience of dancing at high 
altitude.

“In the afternoon we worshipped in 
the Spring of Life Methodist Church in 
El Alto. Here too we heard traditional 
music and here too we danced 
with vigour and enthusiasm though 
struggling for breath.

“It was a privilege to preach in these 
two churches on this day in a country 
where people of many indigenous 
groups and languages understand what 
it means to believe that God’s Spirit 
is poured out on all flesh. The top of 
the world was a good place to be at 
Pentecost.”

PArtNEr CHUrCHES AND OrgANiSAtiONS

A good place to be at Pentecost

For more information please contact Thomas Quenet, partnership 
coordinator for Latin America & the Caribbean, at  

wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Made in God’s image

In April, Daleep Mukarji visited 
Hungary in his role as vice-
president designate of the 

Conference. Here, he shares some 
thoughts from the trip:

It was a wonderful opportunity for 
me as the vice-president designate 
to visit the United Methodist 
Church (UMC) Central Europe 
Conference churches in Hungary 
and Slovakia. There are almost 12 
million Roma citizens in Europe 
and they are 10% of the population 
of Slovakia and 7% in Hungary. 
This community are considered 
descendants of people who 
migrated from India many years 
ago. Sadly they face problems 
which include discrimination and 
violence. It was my desire to learn 
something about these people and 
to see how churches were working 
with them.

The Methodist Church in east 
Slovakia led by the Revd Svetlana 

is committed to working with the 
Roma. We met Evita in her home, 
who gave us generous hospitality 
as she shared her experience as 
a Roma.  She saw the future of 
her child, Bianca, in education and 
was keen to see the little girl do 
well in school. 

We were told that in Hungary 
and Slovakia for a majority of 
the Roma people the situation 
has actually got worse these last 
years. The UMC in Europe cannot 
face the huge problem alone. They 
need the prayers, support and 
good wishes of many across the 
world. Together we must work for a 

society that is more just, inclusive 
and healthy where people are 
treated with dignity and respect as 
fellow human beings. In this sense 
we are working for the Kingdom of 
God where all are made in God’s 
image and the fullness of life is 
promised for all. 

For more information please 
contact Roy Crowder, 

partnership coordinator for 
Europe, at wcr.europe@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Be aware of what you wear

Following the recent tragedy 
in which 125 people lost 
their lives in a fire at a 

garment factory in Bangladesh, 
the Methodist Church in Britain is 
trying to make its members more 
aware of justice issues affecting 
the clothing industry. 

Steve Pearce, partnership 
coordinator for Asia and the 
Pacific, has been in discussion 
with Steve Hucklesby, policy 

adviser on the Joint Public Issues 
Team (JPIT), about this. Steve has 
also been speaking to Bishop Paul 
Sarker, moderator of our Partner 
Church in Bangladesh. Bishop 
Paul’s aim is to initiate a forum 
on the issue within the National 
Council of Churches.

The Methodist Church in Britain 
has sent a grant of £3,000 to 
Bishop Paul to assist with any 
relief needs and to begin or to 

support work on an initiative for 
garment workers or workers’ rights 
more generally. “The Bangladesh 
Group will meet in June with 
Bishop Paul to review the situation 
and look at further possibilities,” 
says Steve.

For more information 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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Consistently winning souls for Christ 

After 170 years of 
Methodism – and 50 years 
of autonomy – the two 

million-strong Methodist Church 
Nigeria (MCN) continues to forge 
ahead as it responds to its own 
mission statement to consistently 
win more souls for Christ.

For the past eight years, links 
between Cliff College and MCN 
have been steadily growing. 
Several hundred evangelists, 
ministers and lay leaders have 
taken part in joint training at Cliff 
College’s International Training 
Centre. Last year, plans were 
put in place for the Episcopal 
leadership of MCN to come 
to the UK for training and for 
cross-culture exposure enabling 
them to explore their Wesleyan 
heritage. Just a few weeks ago, 
42 Nigerian bishops (led by the 
prelate, His Eminence Dr Sunday 
Ola Makinde) arrived in the UK for 
a structured spiritual retreat and 
training programme.

Adopting the theme ‘Leading by 
example’, the lectures at Cliff 
College were interspersed with 
fellowship, fun and some serious 
table tennis! Visiting guest 
lecturers included Martyn Atkins 
and Heather Morris, vice-president 
designate of the Irish Conference 
– herself born in Nigeria.

On Saturday Cliff was opened 
up to receive former mission 
partners who had worked in 
Nigeria along with other friends 
of MCN. The following week 
saw all the bishops head off to 
all corners of the Connexion, 
spending time in districts with 
families, worshiping in churches 
and chapels and fitting in visits 
to Epworth Old Rectory, Wesley’s 
Chapel, Methodist Church House 
– and Old Trafford!

For more information please contact Bunmi Olayisade, partnership 
coordinator for Africa, at wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk
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The Nigerian Bishops visiting Methodist Church House

Revd Dr Chikwendu Igwe with Connexional Team 
member Jane Cullen, former Scholarship and 
Leadership Training Coordinator
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Will you do your part?

Steve Pearce has just returned from a visit to the Pacific where 
he represented us at the Methodist Consultative Council of 
the Pacific (MCCP). The Council, which includes all seven of 

our Partner Churches in the region, meets every two years and spent 
four days sharing the joys and concerns of their mission in the ‘liquid 
continent’. The main theme was climate change and the meeting issued 
this call to the rest of the Methodist family:

Methodist peoples in the Pacific 
are responding with courage and 
creativity to the devastating effects 
of Climate Change.  

The Methodist and Uniting 
Churches in the Pacific met 
together in May 2013 to share their 
experiences of Climate Change and 
its impact on the people of their 
nations.  

Stories shared included the 
relocation of a whole village in Fiji 
and the relocation of people on 
island atolls or in low-lying coastal 
communities.  People were deeply 
moved by these stories.

For Pacific people who are at the 
front line of vulnerability, relocation 
both internally and externally will 
increasingly become necessary 

as the effects of climate changes 
intensify.

Even where relocation is not 
required, climate change is altering 
weather patterns causing droughts 
and floods and hindering the ability 
to grow traditional crops and live 
sustainably. 

Pacific Methodists urge the world-
wide Methodist family and their 
congregations to urgently take 
whatever steps they can to mitigate 
the causes of Climate Change and 
to encourage the people of their 
nations to do the same.  

The creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. (Romans 8:21).

Ya’an earthquake: an update

On 20 April – at about 
8:02 Beijing Time – 
an earthquake of 7.0 

magnitude struck China in Lushan 
County of Ya’an, Sichuan Province, 
causing serious casualties and 
property losses and leaving 
millions of people in distress. The 
Amity Foundation, MCB’s partner 
organisation in China, has been 
at the forefront of the drive to 
bring humanitarian relief to people 
affected by the earthquake.

“The three-day Labour Day 
Holiday between 29 April and 
1 May was really not a holiday 
for Amity ground staff,” says 
She Hongyu, director of Amity’s 
research and development centre. 
“Amity distributed cooking oil 
and quilts to the quake affected 

staff. Sichuan Provincial Christian 
Council and Ya’an Christian 
Council have been active partners 
for Amity since the early stage of 
the relief work in Ya’an.” 

The Revd Zhang Xiansheng, chair 
of Sichuan Christian Council, met 
with Mr He Wen, Amity’s assistant 
general secretary for coordination 
with local churches. He Yongbao, a 
preacher from Ya’an, travelled with 
Amity ground staff to a number 
of sites, and they delivered relief 
goods together. Victims were 
deeply moved to learn that the 
supplies were from both Amity and 
the Church. Villagers in Zhongba 
Village even expressed their deep 
appreciation in a giant poster-
sized ‘Letter of Appreciation’ (see 
picture below). 

“Amity is very grateful for the 
cooperation and partnership with 
the Church in Sichuan,” says She 
Hongyu. “Through the joint efforts, 
God’s universal love for all is 
relayed to the victims at the most 
needy time.”
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Who am I? Why am I here?

OJulie Cunningham reflects 
on life in Belize, where she 
and her husband Andrew 

are new mission partners:

“As a family new to overseas 
mission, these are questions 
that each of us grapple with 
daily. For our five-year-old son, 
he asks why he is not Belizean, 
when he is already Irish, British 
and Australian? Our two-year-
old wonders why she is the one 
chosen by the sand flies. Andrew 
puts on his new clerical robes and 
hat and appears unrecognisable 
in the mirror. I change roles each 
day: school social worker, ex-
prisoners advisor, HIV counsellor, 

youth group leader, development 
worker, mother, minister’s wife. 

“Who am I? Why am I here? The 
answer to us in Belize is clear. 
We are servants in Christ. We 
are here amongst our brothers 
and sisters in Belize to share 
in their ministry. To shine the 
light of justice, love, fairness, 
compassion and forgiveness 
into every corner. To be a part 
of their radical journey as the 
Church here seeks to participate 
in responses to violence, poverty, 
abuse, illness and environmental 
concerns. To celebrate with them 
births, marriages, baptisms, 
confirmations and lives well lived.

“In essence, we are here to love 
our neighbour, as we would in 
Ireland. We read somewhere it was 
the greatest thing to do.”

MiSSiON PArtNEr NEWS

The Cunningham family

PArtNEr CHUrCHES AND OrgANiSAtiONS

Empowering refugees in Benin

In March 2011, the World 
Mission Fund gave a grant 
of £10,000 to the Methodist 

Church of Benin as support 
towards Ogoni refugees and 
asylum seekers in Quidah, Benin 
Republic. Three months later, the 
Benin Church launched its Ogoni 
project, with the aim of enabling 
the Ogoni people to set up and run 
businesses.

Through the Ogoni Project’s 
efforts, new wells have been 
drilled, providing clean water for 
the Ogoni community living in 
Lebou. Toilet facilities have been 

built and people now earn a living 
selling second-hand clothes, 
recycling scrap metal, and making 
and selling food.

 “This is a project that has given 
dignity and hope back to the entire 
community,” said Christian Apata 
Codjo, the Methodist Church 
of Benin’s finance manager. 
“Our rounds of evaluation and 
monitoring have given us a clear 
impression of a community with 
more confidence and hope.

“We would like to thank the 
Methodist Church in Britain most 

sincerely for having funded the 
project and having accepted to 
journey with us in this venture with 
the Ogoni refugee community in 
Ouidah.”
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NAtiONALS iN MiSSiON APPOiNtMENtS

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, 
PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
http://methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church

Building good church relationships 
in Colombia

Loida Sardiñas Iglesias is an 
NMA postholder working as 
director of the Methodist 

Church in Colombia’s Training and 
Ministries department.

The department Loida heads up 
has put in place a training plan 
designed for both pastoral and lay 
Church leaders. This is made up 
of workshops in local churches 
and circuits, intensive ‘theological 
weeks’ and semi-virtual courses 
with small groups of students. 

Loida has also been 
spearheading the Church’s work 
in fostering good relationships 
between Colombia’s different 
denominations. 

“The Colombian Methodist 

Church is a very young church in 
the country, without a historical 
background or recognition prior 
to the nineties,” Loida says. 
“However, in recent years we 
have achieved great recognition 
for the contribution we make 
to the dialogue between the 
various Christian denominations, 
especially in search of bridges 
between Catholics and 
Protestants in the Ecumenical 
Committee Episcopal Conference 
of Colombia. This has also been 
achieved through our social 
contribution in different regions of 
the country – especially our work 
in health, peace, social justice 
and with indigenous peoples, 
all upholding the principles of 
Wesleyan social holiness.”

Nationals in Mission Appointments (NMAs): The World Mission 
Fund enables Partner Churches to employ local members of 
their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

Change your 
perspective:  
invite a mission 
partner to your 
church!

There are several 

mission partners on 

leave in the UK over the 

coming months. You might 

like to encourage your church 

to host a mission partner for 

a Sunday service or special 

world church occasion. 

Mission partners often have 

photos, powerpoints and 

plenty of enthusiasm to share 

at such events and are likely 

to enthuse your congregation!

You can see which mission 

partners will be available 

over the next few months 

here http://methodist.org.

uk/mission/world-church.  

Please contact Jan Deakin at 

deakinj@methodistchurch.org.

uk or on 0207 486 5502 to 

confirm their availability.

Loida (second from right) and her family
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All the Partner Churches, partner 
organisations, NMA postholders, 
scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read 
about in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.

You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: the 
Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 
25 Marylebone road, London 
NW1 5Jr. Please make cheques 
payable to ‘Methodist Church 
World Mission Fund’.

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Please pray for the Methodist Church in Bolivia; 
pray also for Ruth Gee as she starts her year as 
president of the Conference.

Pray for Hungary’s Roma communities; for the 
UMC in Hungary trying to cater to their needs, 
and also for Daleep Mukarji in his year as vice-
president of the Conference.

Praise God for the relationship between Cliff 
College and the Methodist Church in Nigeria, and 
pray that it may continue to grow and be fruitful. 

Please pray for the people of Ya’an affected by the 
recent earthquake.

Pray for MCCP as it continues to grapple with the 
issue of climate change and its effect on people 
living in the Pacific.

Pray for Bishop Paul and the Church in 
Bangladesh, and that we all rethink our attitude 
towards cheap clothes and how they are made.

Pray for the Methodist Church of Benin, and for 
the Ogoni refugees and asylum seekers in Quidah 
who receive help from the Ogoni Project.

Pray for Andrew and Julie Cunningham as they 
settle into their roles as new mission partners in 
Belize.

Pray for the Colombian Methodist Church and its 
role in fostering good relationships between the 
nation’s other churches – and for Loida Iglesias as 
she undertakes this work. 

PrAyEr POiNtS

A youth worship team from a local Methodist Church in Bolivia in the Montero region, 
worshiping god with both native and adopted instruments.
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