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“I hereby command 
you: Be strong and 

courageous; do not be 
frightened or dismayed, 
for the LORD your God 

is with you wherever 
you go.” 

Joshua 1:9 (NRSV)
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“We stand in solidarity”

In the last World Church Bulletin we 
celebrated with a small Christian 
community in the Pakistani village 

of Warsak as they inaugurated their 
new church. A month later, we mourned 
with the Christian community in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, as they came to 
terms with the terrorist attack on All 
Saints Church, which killed over 100 
people on Sunday 22 September. A day 
later, Church leaders here in England 
met at the invitation of the president 
of the Bradford Council for Mosques, 
to express their shared horror at the 
attack on the church in Peshawar. 

Unfortunately, attacks on places 
of worship of both Muslims and 
Christians alike are becoming more 

frequent. In recognition of this, 
Christian and Muslim leaders are 
encouraging all to join in prayer, and 
to support a joint appeal launched by 
mosques and churches across the city 
to raise funds to support the victims 
of this most recent atrocity. This takes 
place in solidarity with the prayer vigils 
shared by Christians, Muslims and 
people of other faiths which have gone 
on this week in Pakistan.

We invite faith leaders of mosques and 
churches to stand in solidarity with 
our Partner Church in Pakistan, and 
to support this worthwhile initiative 
through prayers and by raising funds 
for the appeal.

For more information please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

Pakistani 
Christians 
hold a  
prayer  
vigil for 
victims 
of the 
recent 
violence.

PaRtNER ChuRChEs aND ORGaNIsatIONs

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20information
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Promoting religious freedom for all 

The United Methodist Church 
Eurasia works in several 
Central Asian republics which 

are very inhospitable to religious 
freedom, such as Uzbekistan. Bishop 
Eduard Khegay ’s article describes 
these situations. 

Forum 18 monitors violations 
of religious freedom throughout 
Europe. The World Mission Fund 
supports this work. The name 
reflects Article 18 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (www.
un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.
shtml) which promotes freedom 
of belief and practice. Forum 18 
members are Christians who report 
on threats against the religious 
freedom of all people, regardless 
of their religious affiliation. Their 
bulletin is at www.forum18.org/. 

The Commission of the European 
Union also supports very actively 
Freedom of Religion and Belief 
(FoRB). Often we do not realise 
the extent of EU influence. There 
are 130 EU Delegations worldwide 
in the European Union External 
Action Service (EEAS) led by High 
Representative Catherine Ashton, a 
British politician. In June 2013 the 
EU Council approved new Guidelines 

on the promotion and 
protection of freedom 
of religion or belief 
(consilium.europa.eu/
uedocs/cms_data/
docs/pressdata/
EN/foraff/137585.
pdf) which are now 

lodged in each of these delegations. 
Canon Gary Wilton was very involved 
in the development of these 
guidelines while serving in Brussels 
as the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
representative to the EU. He 
observes that the document is “at 
the cutting edge’ of global debates 
on religious freedom and offers a 
template for all states seeking to 
update their protocols”.

PaRtNER ChuRChEs aND ORGaNIsatIONs

Amipastor: serving both young and old in Peru

The World Mission Fund 
recently awarded a £3,500 
grant to Amipastor (the 

association for pastoral ministry 
and Christian service), one of our 
partner organisations in Peru. 

According to Amipastor, this grant 
has gone a long way in funding 
their mission work amongst 
communities in the Vinchos 
district – one of the fifteen 
districts that make up the province 
of Huamanga in the department 
of Ayacucho. The grant has had 
a particularly positive impact 
on elderly members of the 
community, many of whom have 
either been abandoned by their 
families or do not have any living 
relatives. 

Community leaders can now meet 
up in the district capital and receive 
information on support available 
to them through a government law 
concerning elderly people. There is 
a senior citizens’ home in Pacccha, 
where this community meets each 
week to receive health checks and to 
take part in talks and workshops.

Amipastor have also 
established a school 
for parents, as most 
parents have never 
received any guidance 
concerning their 
children’s education – 
as a result of which, 
many youths do not 

finish secondary school, and those 
who do cannot compete with youth 
from the cities when it comes to 
gaining access to higher education. 
More than 130 parents have 
been attending the family values 
workshops established to address 
this issue. 

For more information please contact Roy Crowder, partnership  
coordinator for Europe, at wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez, partnership coordinator for 
Latin America & the Caribbean, at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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EDItORIaL

Celebrating 200 years of mission 

Over 500 people gathered 
in Leeds Minster to 
celebrate the bicentenary 

of the formation of the first district 
Wesleyan missionary society, 
founded on 6 October 1813. 
This culmination of a weekend of 
events, including the unveiling of a 
‘blue plaque’ commemorating the 
Leeds missionary pioneers, saw 
a re-enactment by the Applecart 
theatre company of events leading 
up to Thomas Coke’s fateful journey 
to Ceylon, alongside Dr Daleep 
Mukarji calling for a renewed vigour 
for mission within the Methodist 
Church.

Special invitations were sent to all 
known former missionaries and 
mission partners. More than 60 
were able to attend.

Methodist presidents from Sri 
Lanka, Sierra Leone and the South 
Caribbean flew over specially 
to be part of the celebrations, 
representing the first regions to 
which missionaries travelled to 
spread the gospel. As the service 
drew to a close with the sounds 
of David’s Harp from St Mark’s, 
Tottenham, the New World Steel 
Orchestra and the Aire and Calder 
Worship Group, everyone present 
joined in an act of commitment led 
by the Revd Ruth Gee confirming 
their dedication to continue to 
participate in God’s mission, 
proclaim God’s kingdom and 
to become a confident Church 
motivated to share God’s love.

Other events at the weekend 
included the World Mission Forum, 
where a roll call of over 12,000 
former missionaries and mission 

partners was projected onto the wall, 
highlighting just how many people 
had given so much of their time and 
themselves over the last 200 years. 
At the same time, the Revd Dr Albert 
Jabanesan showed video footage 
of churches being torn down and 
Christians being attacked recently 
in Sri Lanka leaving those watching 
and listening at the meeting at a 
loss of what can be done to support 
these communities in such difficult 
circumstances. Also in the spotlight 
were the issues of religious freedom 
across Europe and how in some 
countries the declaration of human 
rights on religious freedom is being 
ignored. As many churches around 
the world continue to play a key role 
in healthcare the Forum witnessed 
the horrific effects that Buruli ulcers 
have on people’s lives but saw how 
the Methodist Church in Ghana is 
responding through medical and 
social care. 

Also, the Revd Cuthbert Edwards of 
the South Caribbean District shared 
how planting churches in new 

areas of mission, including French-
speaking Martinique, is key to his 
District’s decade of evangelism.

It was, without doubt, a special 
weekend. My hope is that it will 
encourage all those who were 
present, and all those who hear 
about it, to use it as a launch pad 
for the next two hundred years of 
mission. The Methodist Church in 
Britain must take up the challenge 
to renew its past enthusiasm for 
sharing God’s word with those 
nearby and far away. In today’s local 
and global environment we must 
share with others around the world 
in seeking resolution to injustice, 
acting for the renewal of creation 
and working for the transformation 
of lives. In doing that we will 
carry on the legacy left to us by 
those men and women across the 
centuries that answered your call 
to your one mission throughout the 
whole world.

David Friswell, team leader,  
World Church Relationships

A snapshot of the bicentenary Wesleyan Methodist Missions celebrations in Leeds
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Dear friends,

Kenya has been through a lot 
recently. First there was a massive 
fire at the airport in Nairobi. It 
occurred early in the morning when 
many passengers were arriving and 
departing. The entire arrivals hall 
was gutted. The smoke damage 
extended into the departures area, 
so that at the start of September 
only four gates were open. By 24 
September, the brand new arrivals 
hall that was being built was being 
used. It is still all concrete and 
sparse – but functional. Once they 
get the proper desks and systems 
running, it will be a lot better than 

the one that was burned  
down.

Then of course the headline news 
was the Westgate tragedy. The 
Westgate mall is one we often go 
to because it is very convenient. 
It is so sad to think of the security 
guards who were always friendly to 
us being the first ones to be shot. 
There are stories of heroism as well 
of tragedy. Sixty-seven people died. 
Over 240 people were injured and 
61 are still missing – presumably 
under the rubble as the building 
collapsed. It’s just like the Kenyan 
people to immediately go about 
fundraising for the hospital bills 

of all the injured, and to queue 
up to donate blood. According to 
newspaper reports Kenyans have 
donated around 102,331,349 
Kenyan Shillings (about £750,134), 
which will be used to pay for 
ambulance services, counselling 
and long-term interventions to 
the traumatised. We know what 
Somali militants can do, but what 
they cannot do is kill the spirit of 
Kenyans in the face of disasters.

Thank you for your prayers.

Please continue to pray for Maua 
Methodist Hospital as we go into 
the 2014 budget preparations. 

Thankfully yours, Barbara

MIssION PaRtNER NEWs

For more information please contact Olubunmi Olayisade, partnership coordinator for Africa,  
at wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

Kenya: an update Barbara Dickinson has been a mission partner for over  
30 years. She sends this report:

News from Jenny Featherstone, one of  
our mission partners in Zambia from Chodort 
training centre which provides skills and 

training for young people.  
 
Jenny writes: This year our training classes, which 
traditionally cater for more vulnerable students, are 
nearing capacity. This is great news, and means that the 
carpentry class now has 15 students and the tailoring 
class has 21. 

Our building programme (pictured) also continues to 
be underway, and we are thankful that Houses 3 and 
4 are well on their way to completion. The building 

programme is inextricably linked to the other parts of 
Chodort training centre, in that the workshop will make 
all the doors, wardrobes and the fitted kitchen, and 
the carpentry students had some excellent hands on 
learning when they built and fitted the roof trusses. 

I am very grateful that Chodort has such dedicated 
and talented instructors who are not only willing to 
work on weekends, but volunteered to give up their 
bank holidays so their new students can catch up with 
the others!

With every good wish to you all,  
Jenny

Growth in  
Zambia
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REsOuRCEs

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/news 

Mission partner prayer cards 

Mission partner booklets are now 
available to request from the World 
Church Relationships office. 

Please contact wcr.admin@
methodistchurch.org.uk to request 
bookmarks for all current mission 
partners and the mission partner 
booklets.

Justice for Bangladeshi workers

It’s barely November, yet most of us will already be thinking 
about Christmas: who we should buy gifts for (and who we 
can ‘accidentally’ forget to) – and, dare I say it, the Christmas 
and New Year sales. In fact, during this season, a plethora 
of wide-ranging thoughts will cross our minds. How many of 
us however, will stop to think about the Bangladeshi garment 
workers making the clothes we eagerly anticipate during our 
Christmas shopping? 

In April, over 1,127 people were killed following the collapse 
of a garment factory building in Dhaka. A few weeks ago, more 
workers died in a fire at another garment factory in Bangladesh. 
While this may not seem related to Advent, part of the Advent 
liturgy for Sunday 1 December reads: “We dare to journey 
towards peace, the peace which embodies justice at its core.” 

Indeed, justice and peace should be at the core of the 
Christmas season. During Christmas we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus, and in so doing the birth of his compassion. We 
celebrate the birth of God, who came in human form and 
who with his human body felt great compassion for the poor 
and oppressed. Now, however, the only physical body God 
has on earth is ours. This Christmas, let Jesus move you 
to compassion over Bangladeshi garment workers and the 
injustice they face daily. 

Pray for them. Shop consciously. Join the Twitter campaign at 
#LookBehindTheLabel. Together we can promote justice for 
garment workers in Bangladesh.

To learn more from our partners in the Bangladesh Group:
Church Mission Society [ow.ly/pTJWR]
Church of Scotland [ow.ly/pTK3x]
The Anglican Alliance [ow.ly/pTK9T]

If you have been moved by the plight of Bangladeshi garment 
workers and would like leaflets for your church, please 
do get in touch. Please contact Eve Parker at parkere@
methodistchurch.org.uk for copies.
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Volunteer wanted

We are seeking a volunteer 
building site manager to help us 
in Zambia, ideally from mid 2014 
to mid 2015. Accommodation 
will be provided by Chodort 
Training Centre, and the 
successful applicant would work 
with a Zambia trainee. 

Please email olayisadeo@
methodistchurch.org.uk for 
more information.

Building a just society free 
from all sorts of discrimination  

and exploitation

SUSAN CLARK
I will be a female Advisor and Counsellor 
– working with women who are exploited 

and involved in the sex industry. The 
objective is to help these women gain 
confidence and new skills, which will 

enable them to gain employment, or start 
businesses, thus giving themselves and 

their children a better life. 

Women Development & Service Society
Diocese of Raiwind - Church of Pakistan

17 Warris Road, Lahore, Pakistan.
womendesk.wdss@yahoo.com

S Clark Prayercard.indd   1 04/05/2012   16:20

Please share with us the joys and prayer needs of your Church/community. 
“God is our refuge and strength ... Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, ... and the mountains shake…” Psalm 46:1-2 (NRSV)

Sharon & John harbottleServing as mission partners with theEglise Methodiste d’Haiti, 
Port Au Prince, Haiti

email: harbottlejs@gmail.com

Registered Charity no. 1132208

Harbottle Prayercard - side1.indd   1
11/07/2012   13:07

Daniel, Grace and Kwame 
Pratt Morris-Chapman

serving as mission partners

Daniel and Grace will both be 
teaching at the Theological Seminary 

in Kumba, Cameroon

PCC Theological Seminary  
P.O. Box 590, Kumba 

South West Region / Cameroon
danielmorrischapman@yahoo.co.uk

Pratt Morris-Chapman PrayerCard.indd   1 04/10/2012   15:29

Mark and Carolyn lawrenCe

Serving as mission partners in Guyana 

with the Methodist Church in the 

Caribbean and the Americas

email: revmark@live.co.uk

Mark

 minister of eight churches in the  

Mahaica Circuit 

 men’s work secretary

 possible prison ministry

 developing a Street Pastors initiative  

in Georgetown.

Carolyn 

 schools work: chaplaincy, assemblies,  

Bible clubs

 district work: training leaders and children’s 

workers (and preachers where necessary)

 children’s ministry within circuit.

Mark and Carolyn Lawrence Prayercard Side1.indd   1 11/07/2012   13:07
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Please pray for those at the Chodort training centre 
in Zambia that they find a replacement volunteer 
building site manager. Also pray for their plans 
to build classrooms for the new college, and for 
creating a solar computer classroom for a school  
in Ndola.

Please continue to pray for Bangladesh, in 
particular the garment workers, that they may 
indeed have justice. 

Please continue to pray for Kenya and for Maua 
Methodist Hospital as they go into the 2014 
budget preparations.

We pray for Amipastor and the work they are doing 
among elderly communities, parents and youth in 
Peru.

Please pray for the United Methodist Church 
Eurasia and Forum 18, and for the work they  
are doing to promote religious freedom for all.

We thank God for the Methodist Missions 
celebration in Leeds and for all missionaries past 
and present.

Please pray for Pakistan and continue to stand in 
solidarity with Christians there as they continue to 
recover from the bombing of All Saints church.

Please continue to keep our mission partners in 
your prayers that God may continue to strengthen 
them and guide them in their work. 

PRayER POINts

All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 
NMA postholders, scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/donate. Alternately, send 
a cheque to: the Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’.

The Nationals in Mission grant 
has greatly benefitted youth 
In Kyrgyzstan, allowing many 
to grow in their faith and to 
discover God’s love for them.

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate

