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“Who will separate 
us from the love of 

Christ? Will hardship, 
or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? … No, in all 

these things we are 
more than conquerors 

through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced 

that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, 

nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all 
creation, will be able to 

separate us from the 
love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:35, 37-39  

(NRSV)
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The late president of the 
Methodist Church in Fiji and 
Rotuma, the Revd Dr Tuikilakila 

Waqairatu, died suddenly on 11 
February after a short illness. He was 
66 years old. Just three days earlier, 
the Revd Tui had walked his only 
child, his daughter Salote, down the 
aisle. Many of the wedding marquees 
– and even guests – were still at the 
church compound when his death was 
announced on the Tuesday. He had 
been admitted to the Colonial War 
Memorial hospital in Suva the day after 
his daughter’s wedding. 

The Revd Tui was one of the great 
church leaders of the South-Pacific 
nation. Sensitive to circumstance, 

receptive to change and committed 

in faith, the late president led by 

example. At the time of his tragic 

and unexpected death, the Revd Tui 

was guiding the Methodist Church in 

reconciliation and reform, and many 

were speaking of a church renewal 

under his leadership.

Condolences arrived from every corner 

of the World Church in response to the 

news of the late president’s passing; 

all spoke of their great shock and 

sadness at his untimely death, and 

of the transformation that has taken 

place within the Methodist Church 

since his incumbency as president in 

August 2012.

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Saying farewell

For more information please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

The funeral of the late Revd Dr Waqairatu

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Young Cuban methodists hear God’s call

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Friends in 
mission 

Cliff College International 
Training Centre partnered 
with the Methodist church 

Nigeria to deliver a lay training 
programme which has had great 
success. The Revd Richard 
Jackson, international coordinator 
of the International Training 
Centre, reports:

“On 17 February, 47 lay leaders 
(9 women and 38 men) who 
enrolled at Umuahia Methodist 
Training Institute, completed 
their assignments, graduating 
with a Cliff College International 
Certificate in Methodism, 
Leadership and Mission. Again 
on 24 February, 36 lay leaders 

(10 women, 26 men) enrolled 
at Sagamu MTI graduated with 
great celebrations. Though the 
numbers enrolled were fewer than 
expected, what lacked in numbers 
was made up for in the quality of 
the participating groups. We were 
pleased to have our hoped-for 
mingling of age groups as well as 
gender.

“Thanks to the support received 
from the British Methodist Church, 
MMS(Ireland) and the generosity 

of other sponsors our ‘Partnership 
in Training’ programmes 
undertaken within Nigeria since 
2005 have seen further training in 
mission and ministry being given 
to several hundred Lay Pastors, 
Evangelists, Priests, Presbyters, 
Bishops and now these courses 
for Lay Leaders. This backed up 
by friendships created during 
the 2013 visit of 46 Nigerian 
Methodist Bishops to Cliff College 
and UK districts means that 
wherever we go in Nigeria we are 
received as friends rather than 
visiting strangers.”

For more information, please contact Rachael Varney at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information  
please contact Olubunmi 
Olayisade, partnership 

coordinator for Africa, at  
wcr.africa@methodistchurch.

org.uk

The Methodist Church in Cuba 
received a grant from the 
World Mission Fund, part  

of which was used to help fund  
a retreat for children and  
youth. 

Young people received workshops 
and training and took part 
in a range of activities, both 
recreational and educational. The 
youth assembly takes place twice 
a year, and young Methodists 
from across the country have the 
opportunity to fraternize and learn 
from the experiences of others; to 
be edified and trained.       

A highlight of the youth event 
was when around 400 young 
people between 13-30 years of 
age expressed their interest and 
passion in becoming ministers 
or missionaries. The glory of God 
was felt, and each workshop was 

a confirmation of their calling. 
Most of them are now involved 
in different church ministries 
including evangelism and praise 
ministries, with many others now 
mission leaders or assisting 
ministers. 
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The Pacific Theological 
College in Fiji provides 
high quality, contextualized 

theological education by extension 
(ie in distance mode) to Pacific 
Christians.
 
One older Fijian lady (a very 
staunch Methodist by the 

name of Mere, who has taught 
Sunday school for many years 
and is in many high-level church 
committees) completed her 
diploma in Theological Studies last 
year. It was a massive personal 
achievement for her; she worked 
really hard to make sense of most 
of the courses and see how they 

were relevant (or not) to her own 
experience and context.
 
Mere was particularly impressed 
by a course on Creative Bible 
Studies offered in the women’s 
programme by one of the lecturers. 
So enthusiastic was she that last 
year (while she was still completing 
her diploma) her church asked 
her to run the course at Davuilevu 
Theological College for the women 
there. She is running something 
similar again this year, with 
different groups of people.
 
This year, Mere was appointed 
full-time to the Methodist Young 
People’s Department at Davuilevu, 
as coordinator of or facilitator 
for children’s ministry. She 
encourages others to follow in her 
footsteps.

Education by extension for Pacific Christians

Who will 
separate us 
from the love 
of Christ? 

Steve Pearce, partnership 
coordinator for Asia and the 
Pacific, recently travelled 

to Pakistan. He writes: “This 

morning four armed policemen 

patrol the enclosed compound of 

the Cathedral of Praying Hands 

of the united Church of Pakistan 

as the service goes on inside. 
It is a beautiful sunny morning, 
but everyone is remembering 
the atrocity a few months ago in 
Peshawar when so many were 
killed and injured. 

“Concerning the tragedy, our 
friends at the Diocese of 
Peshawar-Church of Pakistan 
write: ‘One nice morning, all these 
people went to Church for worship 
and their lives were changed into 
a living hell! Many sharp and 
brilliant young students who were 
the future of our community died 
in this incident. It’s really a pity, a 

lost asset of the nation. Yet the 
Churches are still packed with 
worshipers, Praise the Lord!’

“The Diocesan Youth Desk, in 
collaboration with the National 
Sports Coalition, has organised 
a counselling programme for 
the kids and young victims of All 
Saints’ Church Peshawar. The 
purpose of this programme is the 
‘faith rehabilitation’ of kids and 
youth who were affected by the 
Church blast; to bring them out 
from fear, so that they may come 
to the Church with strong faith and 
Christian zeal.”

For more information please contact Steve Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

Mere (second from left) at her graduation, together with the late Revd Tui Waqairatu (far left)
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MISSION PARTNER NEWS

“No one is free 
when others 
are oppressed” 

This reflection is from Keith 
Waddell, a current mission 
partner in Zambia:

We are often tempted to look on 
the abolition of slavery as one 
of the crowning achievements 
of Western Christian civilization, 
forgetting that the slave trade still 
exists but as human trafficking. 
We recently experienced two 
disturbing incidents.

Firstly, two orphaned boys from 
rural Shangombo were discovered 
at the Zambian-Namibian border 

about to be trafficked to South 
Africa. A long running local 
problem here has been the 
sending of children from this less 
developed area of Zambia to a 
more prosperous part in Namibia, 
to work for a pittance as domestic 
servants and herd boys.

Later, people from Namibia were 
arrested in the village offering 
children sweets, wanting to know 
how vulnerable they were with 
a view of ‘buying’ them. We are 
fortunate that Mwandi still has 
such a strong sense of community 
that outsiders are easily 
recognised.

The sale of people as 
commodities is happening in both 
Zambia and Scotland. In spite of 

laws, people are still keeping their 
fellow human beings in economic 
and physical bondage. This will 
only change when the welfare of 
people takes precedence over the 
economy and profit.

It is good to see the Church 
supporting the campaign to 
eradicate this modern-day slavery.  
Human beings have been created 
in the image of God. Therefore, 
for a Christian, it is sinful to do 
nothing while fellow human beings 
are being sold.

FOR EVEN MORE  
UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM 

OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE  
SEE OUR WEB PAGES:  

www.methodistchurch.org.uk/
mission/world-church

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

The Methodist 
e-academy 
grows 

NMA postholder David Field 
is the coordinator for the 
Methodist e-Academy in 

central and southern Europe. 
The goal of the programme is to 
establish a sustainable study 
programme in Methodist Studies 
offered by means of the Internet. 

He writes: “At present we have 
25 students from 12 European 
countries. Last year, weekly 
webinars were introduced as part 
of some of the courses, enabling 
students to have weekly contact 

with each other and the lecturer. 
This substantially enhances the 
learning experience as well as 
the creation of community across 
special borders.

“The major highlight of last year 
was the seminar concluding the 
module on the early history of 
Methodism. This seminar was 
held in Britain and included visits 
to various historic sites and 
meeting with British Methodists. 
The second highlight was the 

introduction of weekly webinars 
for the Methodist Doctrine 
module. This gave the students a 
regular multidimensional learning 
experience. A further highlight 
has been to learn that three of 
our former students have been 
developing internet based learning 
programs based on the e-academy 
to train lay preachers in their own 
countries.”

This innovative programme has 
also been received with great 
interest among Methodists in 
London! 

For more information, please 
contact Roy Crowder at  

wcr.europe@methodistchurch.
org.uk

http://www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church
http://www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church
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Why not invite a mission partner to speak  
at your church? 

Mission partners often have PowerPoint presentations, 
music and stories to share that lend themselves 
to a wide range of events such as coffee mornings, 
international evenings or after Sunday lunch meetings, 
as well as informal small groups and midweek  
meetings. Lay mission partners are happy to be 
interviewed during a service if they cannot preach. 

See methodist.org.uk/media/1045028/mission-
partner-speakers-_2014__2_.pdf for a list of mission 
partners who are expected home on leave in 2014. If 
you would like to invite a mission partner to speak at 
your church, please call us on 020 7467 3795 or  
send an email to wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk

RESOURCES

Please visit the World Church Relationships blog 
to stay up to date with the latest staff visits to 
Partner Churches, such as Steve Pearce’s re-
cent trip to Malaysia with General Secretary the 
Revd Dr Martyn Atkins. To follow the blog, go to 
worldchurchrelationships.wordpress.com/author/
methodistworldchurch/
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Called to serve?

We need people who 
feel called to cross-
cultural mission over-
seas. We are looking 
for people who have a 
vision for mission and 
are willing to serve 
under local leader-
ship. Might this be 
you? If you think so 
then get in touch with us, we would love to talk 
to you.

The Methodist Church, Methodist Church 
House, 25 Marylebone Road,  
London NW1 5JR. Tel: 020 7486 5502  
email: wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk

http://methodist.org.uk/media/1045028/mission-partner-speakers-_2014__2_.pdf
http://methodist.org.uk/media/1045028/mission-partner-speakers-_2014__2_.pdf
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The Women’s Synodical Church of Pakistan 
recently held two retreats for the wives of 
ministers. Sixty-five ministers’ wives attended 
in total – including thirty from St Mary’s 
Cathedral in the Multan Diocese. Thirty-
five women attended one in Murree in the 
Diocese of Lahore, where the theme was 
Women’s role in building Church and society. 
The aim of the retreats was to sensitize and 
empower the pastors’ wives on theological 
education and ordination of women, and to 
train them regarding their role in Church and 
society.

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Praise God for the success of the Cliff College 
partnership training programme with the Methodist 
Church in Nigeria.

We thank God for those who are benefitting from the 
Pacific Theological College Education by Extension 
programme, and pray it may continue to bless and 
resource others.

Pray for NMA postholder David Field and the 
Methodist e-academy; that it may continue to be a 
blessing to those in Europe and beyond.

Please remember the Christian Community of 
Peshawar – especially the youth, as they attempt 
to overcome the negative impacts caused by the 
bombing.

Pray for the Waddells in Zambia, and for everyone 
involved in fighting against human trafficking, that 
this terrible practice may be overcome.

We thank God for the great numbers of children and 
youth in the Methodist Church in Cuba. We pray 
that they may continue to be equipped to fulfil the 
calling placed on their heart.     

We thank God for the life of the Revd Tui and pray 
for his family as they go through this time of grief. 
We pray for the Methodist Church in Fiji that they 
may continue the work started by the late president.  

PRAYER POINTS

All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 
NMA postholders, scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/donate. Alternately, send 
a cheque to: the Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’.

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate

