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“As a father has 
compassion for his 

children, so the Lord 
has compassion for 

those who fear him.”
Psalm 103:13 (NRSV)
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The World Mission Fund recently 
agreed a grant of £9,310 for the 
Methodist Church in Nicaragua, to 

help provide emergency relief to people 
affected by heavy rainfall in Managua.

As well as being the poorest country 
in Central America, Nicaragua also has 
to contend with a number of natural 
disasters each year. In October, heavy 
rainfall in Managua caused 24 deaths 
and left 32,000 people homeless. The 
situation is more worrying considering 
how flood waters can cause the spread 
of mosquito-borne diseases such as 

Chikungunya fever and Dengue fever. 
Some 5,000 people are currently living 
in shelters. The head of the Church 
in Nicaragua visited one shelter and 
observed the insufficient emergency 
food relief for the people there. The 
Methodist Church in Nicaragua now 
wants to offer meals to as many 
people as possible at this shelter. 

Sandra Lopez, Partnership Coordinator 
for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
and the Revd Ken Howcroft, President 
of the Methodist Conference, will be 
visiting Nicaragua in December.
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For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

Emergency food supplies for victims of the floods

Managua floods: an update
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Students at the United 
Church in Papua New 
Guinea’s School of 

Theology and Mission recently 
released a public statement on 
the issue of climate change.

The statement reads: “We are 
theological students who are just 
about to graduate.  We have just 
completed studying the climate 
change course.  It was very 
interesting and challenging as 
well.  We have seen first-hand the 
effects of climate change in our 
own communities as sea level 
rises, storms increase and malaria 
reaches up into the Highlands, 
and we have great concerns.  
We realise that we need to do 
something about it.

“The scriptural truths concerning 
the care of the environment are 
important and must be made 
known to all.  At heart this is a 
spiritual issue.  The earth and all 
that is in it is God’s.  We must 
care for it as good stewards, using 
our God given responsibility for the 
best interest of all.

“We believe that our church, 
the United Church in Papua 
New Guinea, needs to give a 
strong lead based on accurate 
understanding.  As we go into 
ministry we will raise awareness 
and take appropriate steps to 
build partnership with existing 
NGOs and communities for 
action locally, and to call on our 
government to make sure that 

forestry and mining is done in 
line with what science shows is 
sustainable.

“As a class we are sending this 
message, because we want to 
create dialogue and partnership.  
How can we bring the voice of the 
church to the political arena to 
stimulate relevant response from 
the state? Our cry to our Partner 
Churches in the UK is to join us in 
thinking globally and acting locally, 
doing all you and we can to slow 
down global warming.  We ask you 
to join us in prayer.”
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For more information, please 
contact Steve Pearce at  

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Students against climate change
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The villagers of Vunidogoloa, 
Fiji, are settling into new 
homes on a hillside on Fiji’s 

second largest island, Vanua Levu.  
Every day, they give thanks to God 
for their many blessings.  

Back in 2012, the community 
made headlines as the first village 
in Fiji to undergo relocation as a 
result of climate change. At the 
time, the original village regularly 
experienced saltwater inundation. 
After many decades of increasingly 
adverse conditions, the villagers 
approached the government for 
assistance with relocation.

The selection of a new site, a 
couple of kilometres inland, and, 
crucially, uphill from the original 
coastal location, has enabled the 
community to sleep soundly at 
night for the first time in many 
years. “Weather was a constant 

pre-occupation,” said village chief, 
Simione Botu.  “Living by the sea 
was always a risk.  Now away from 
that danger, we sleep well.”

However, the enhanced wellbeing 
of the villagers post-relocation is 
not merely based on having a good 
night’s sleep. Children are now 
able to attend school daily without 
having to walk unaccompanied 
along the foreshore, negotiate a 
tidal river (especially dangerous 
in bad weather), and then spend 
weekdays boarding at the nearest 
school.  

Improved access to the main 
road also means that sick people 
no longer have to be carried 
on bamboo rafts (bilibili), and 
paddled down the coast to the 
local hospital. Road vehicles now 
transport them swiftly to medical 
services. 

Life is easier. But the move was 
not without its concerns. Future 
funding will be key; no Pacific 
island government will be able 
to bear the burgeoning costs 
of climate-induced relocations 

alone.  In November 2013, at 
the UN climate talks in Poland 
(COP19), the international 
community approved the 
establishment of a loss-and-
damage mechanism, in part, to 
provide funds to compensate 
for the consequences of climate 
change. However, heavyweight 
pledges and the finer details of 
the agreement have yet to be 
finalised.  Low-lying developing 
countries are now looking to 
COP20 in Lima, Peru, next month 
for concrete commitments from 
the governments of the North 
and greater appreciation of the 
economic and non-economic 
(cultural loss) aspects of climate 
change.

Without additional financial 
assistance from international 
agencies, and substantial 
reductions in carbon emissions 
by industrialised nations, in the 
future, few coastal and other  
low-lying communities in Fiji  
(or elsewhere in the Pacific)  
will be able to sleep soundly  
at night.

Relocation, 
relocation, 
relocation!
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Signs of hope  

NMA postholder Ricardo 
Moraleja is the general 
coordinator of the National 

Department of Youth Ministry  
in the Iglesia Evangelica Española. 

“It’s comforting to see that the 
group is slowly growing, with five 
new members this year,” says 
Ricardo. “We are also happy that 
in Cataluña, the group of young 
people is meeting once more.

“The new members of the group, 
the growth of the group in Madrid, 
the renewal of youth work in 
Cataluña, the two confirmations 
that took place last year and the 
two planned for this April are all 
positive and I see them as signs 
of hope despite the difficulties 
that our church is experiencing 
with diminishing members.

“A young person called Sara 
recently joined the youth group. 
She belongs to an Evangelical 
family, but one day, as with many 
of our youth, she distanced 
herself from the Church. The years 
passed, and after experiencing 
some personal difficulties, she 

realised her solitude and that she 
missed the God of her childhood 
and youth. One day she returned 
to her church. Things there had 
changed: some of her childhood 
friends were no longer there, and 
the pastor had changed. She got 
to know the new pastor, who did 

not reproach her at all for her 
past, but received her with open 
arms, as well as the members of 
her old community. Sara started  
to feel at home there, and so 
stayed and started catching up on 
time lost in her relationship with 
God.”

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Nationals in mission 
appointments (NMAs):  
The World Mission Fund 
enables Partner Churches  
to employ local members of 
their church to work in new, 
key mission projects in their 
home churches, by paying for 
the salary costs of an NMA 

For more information, please contact Roy Crowder at wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Devastation continues to hamper relief

Here’s a news update from 
mission partners Cati and 
Malcolm Ramsey in Nepal. 

Recently, during Nepal’s monsoon 
season, we found ourselves 
suddenly forced to run onto our 
balcony in torrential rain, and bail 
buckets of water over the wall 
before it overflowed down into our 
stairwell. This was a temporary 
drama, but it’s nothing compared 
to the very real problems affecting 
thousands across Nepal right now.  

Last month a devastating 
landslide completely destroyed a 
mountain village 120 km west of 
Kathmandu, killing 150 people. 
One man lost 13 members of his 

family including his wife and four 
children. A 2.5 km stretch of river 
was blocked as a result of the 
landslide and the army is trying 
clear the resulting dam, but there 
is still concern about the risk of 
this bursting and causing flash 
floods further downstream.

Just today I was reading an update 
from the Red Cross in Kathmandu 
which told of over 40,000 people 
forced from their homes and 
still living in temporary shelters.  
Landslides in the hilly areas and 
widespread flooding in low-lying 
areas have washed away livestock 
and crops, damaged or destroyed 
roads and bridges, and seriously 
affected communication networks, 
electricity and water supplies.  
The resulting devastation across 
many areas of the country is 
hampering attempts to reach 
those worst affected and the Red 
Cross has issued a 2.7 million 
US dollar international appeal for 
help. 

Bikes deadlier 
than snakes

Here’s a reflection from 
Daniel Pratt-Morris-
Chapman, a mission 

partner in Cameroon.

The local procedure when a snake 
is sighted is to shout “Snake, 
snake!” People come from all 
around with stones, sticks and 
cutlasses. The snake doesn’t 
really stand much chance after 
that. 

I don’t know why I’m an 
ophidiophobic (maybe it’s because 
snakes are not so prevalent 
in North West Leicestershire). 

I should really be far more 
frightened of okadas. An okada 
is a motorcycle taxi. In Cameroon 
they are the main form of public 
transport. Unemployment is a big 
problem here. As a result many 
young men become okada drivers. 
Unfortunately there is no form  
of driving school for motorcyclists 
and the death toll is quite  
high.

Bizarrely, in Cameroon, these 
vehicles are the most ‘reliable’ 
way to get from A to B. One reason 
for this is that many roads are 
not tarred. While this makes life 
difficult for ordinary cars, it is not 
such a problem when you are 
travelling on two wheels. Moreover, 
okadas use less fuel and are far 
cheaper to run. 

Were Okadaphobia to take root 
here it would save hundreds of 
lives. Yet for some reason, I am 
petrified by snakes but undaunted 
by okadas. It makes me wonder 
where these fears come from. My 
fear of snakes is not logical. My 
lack of fear with regard to okadas 
is profoundly illogical.  

It’s strange how unfounded fears 
can cripple us; how things which 
are never likely to happen keep us 
up at night. I don’t know why, but 
I’m far more scared by the things I 
don’t understand.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

For more information, please 
contact Bunmi Olayisade at  

wcr.africa@methodistchurch. 
org.uk
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

Youth work is a priority for NMA postholder Igor Petrovich Gladkih from the United Methodist 
Church in Eurasia – Russia. The Church is establishing and developing ministry to young people 
through a number of creative means – including Alpha courses, outdoor events, puppet theatre, 
cartoon nights and summer camps.

Please pray for all who have 
been affected by the floods in 
Managua, and for the work the 
Methodist Church in Nicaragua is 
doing to help.  

Please pray for all affected by 
climate change in Papa New 
Guinea, and for the theological 
students acting locally in order to 
impact globally. 

Pray for the villagers of 
Vunidogoloa, Fiji, recently 
relocated as a result of climate 
change. Remember others facing 
the same problem who have not 
been so lucky as to be relocated.   

Pray for the people of Nepal, and 
for all those who are still without 

a home, living in temporary 
shelters.

Pray for improved road conditions 
in Cameroon, and for Grace and 
Daniel Pratt-Morris-Chapman, 
that they would fear no evil but 
be bold and determined in their 
service for the Lord.

Pray for mission partner Julia 
Edwards in Fiji who will be 
attending the UN COP talks in 
Lima.

Please pray for Ricardo Moraleja 

in Spain, and the work he and 

the youth ministry department 

are doing to help mature young 

Christians in their faith. 

PRAyER POINTS
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