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“Again Jesus spoke 
to them, saying, ‘I am 
the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me 

will never walk in 
darkness but will have 

the light of life.’” 
John 8:12 (NRSV)
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Despite facing some major 
challenges, the Methodist Church 
in Portugal refuses to lose hope 

or let financial limitations impede its 
work. 

Church members are working to 
help spread the gospel. One family 
is stepping out in mission where 
there currently are no local Methodist 
churches, while a family in Lisbon have 
taken the initiative to start evangelising. 
A new congregation is also being started 
in Lisbon with the view that it will join the 
Portuguese Methodist Church. 

The Church recently set up a 
communications and projects office. 

Two young people (both called Joana) 
accepted the Church’s invitation to be 
involved in the communications and 
projects post. Youth unemployment is 
very high in Portugal, and many young 
people are leaving the country in search 
of jobs.  

“As is well known, the financial situation 
in Portugal is not very good and the 
churches are being called to be closer 
to the people in need,” says Bishop 
Sifredo Teixeira, head of the Methodist 
Church in Portugal. “We believe that 
this project is a sign of hope for the 
young people in our Church and in this 
country.” 

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

A sign of hope

The two Joanas now running the Methodist Church in Portugal’s new communications office

For more information please contact Roy Crowder at  
wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Mission work in Chile gets a boost 

TThe Methodist Church in Chile 
has received support from 
the World Mission Fund in the 

form of an annual rolling grant. 

This grant has been used to help 
fund a range of activities and social 
projects, including a social action 
ministry (pictured) that works with 
migrants, and a youth camp in El 
Vergel (also pictured). 

The funds will also help fund 
evangelistic projects and repair 
churches and houses damaged 
by an earthquake that occurred in 
2010.

“The support offered by the grant 
has had a very favourable impact 
on our mission work,” said Bishop 
Mario Martinez Tapia. “It is a clear 
indication of our relationship with 
mission partners.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

“I am 
somebody” 

David Friswell, the World 
Church Relationships Team’s 
leader, recently accompanied 

three young Methodists to 
Nicaragua to meet with street 
children who will be playing in the 
Street Child World Cup in Brazil.

The Street Child World Cup is a 
UK-based charity which grew from 
the Amos Trust in the run-up to the 
2010 World Cup. As Durban was 
being prepared for the World Cup, 
they spoke out against the forced 
‘round-ups’ of street children who 
were being cleared from the sight of 
the watching world.

In 2012, Methodist children and 
youth in Britain voted at 3Generate 
to raise £30,000 to pay for the 
girls’ and boys’ teams to travel from 

Nicaragua to Brazil. Casa Alianza 
(an international NGO dedicated 
to the rehabilitation and defence 
of street children in Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico and Guatemala) 
and partners of the Street Child 
World Cup were able to send a 
mixed team to Durban. They have 
been using the tournament to 
encourage the street children to 
develop goals and purpose in their 
lives. To play on the teams all the 

young people need to not only be 
good at football, but must commit, 
prove they are clean of drugs, 
solvents and alcohol, attend all 
the training sessions and attend 
school. The chance to play football 
at international level allows these 
young people who have been viewed 
as ‘nobodies’ by society a chance 
to be ‘somebody’ and to raise the 
profile and plight of all the street 
children in Nicaragua. 

The three Methodist youth from 
Britain engaged brilliantly, reflecting 
thoughtfully and prayerfully on 
their experiences. They were 
quick to build friendships, and the 
experiences gained by them will stay 
with them for many years to come. 
Each of them has real potential to 
play a significant part within the 
Methodist Church in Britain and 
must be effectively included from 
now on. They are somebody! 
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For more information, please contact Rachael Varney at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Projecto Wesleyana

Having now been in 
Mozambique for a year, 
mission partners Malcolm 

and Gina Oliver reflect on their 
year so far, and share how they 
are helping to ignite an interest in 
trade justice. 

It is one year and one week since 
we arrived in Maputo Mozambique! 
Challenging has been the word for 
the last twelve months. Learning 
Portuguese remains muito difícil 
(very difficult) although we can 
now have basic conversations. 
Gina has used her time well 
volunteering at a top hospital, 
maintaining her clinical skills and 
learning medical Portuguese. 

People struggle financially and 
life is very hard for most people 

in Mozambique. Living in the city 
we see the same faces everyday 
at the road junctions, asking 
for a few Metical (Mozambique 
currency). Some old, some 
young, sometimes in wheelchairs 
or escorted if blind. What can 
be done to assist these and 
countless others who simply do 
not have enough for even a simple 
lifestyle? In recent months we 
have been meeting with people 
who have a desire for a fairer 
society. The hope is to develop the 

group to assist Mozambicans to 
produce and market their goods 
and promote trade justice. It 
seems natural to call the initiative 
‘Projecto Wesleyana’ after John 
Wesley who began Methodism and 
in his lifetime promoted justice 
and helped those who needed 
support. At the moment we are 
focused on assisting a very gifted 
artist who produces all sorts of 
crafts for sale, including making 
clerical stoles for the UK market. 
Visit www.rainbowturtle.co.uk for 
more information.

Manna from Heaven  

Here’s an update from Andy 
Dye, our mission partner in 
Grenada: 

I went to speak at a men’s group 
this month and while I was there 
I saw some of the Methodist 
women running a food distribution 
point. Children were coming along 
to collect ‘manna packs’ provided 
by the organisation Feed My 
Starving Children. These packs 
serve up to six people, and are 
fortified with vitamins, containing 
rice, soya protein and dried 

vegetables. This is a much needed 
supplement for families where 
often there will only be one regular 
meal a day. It’s always great when 
people can work together to serve 
others in need.

One of my aims this year was 
to get a science club started 
at school with the aim to give 
students a taste of practical, fun 
and interesting science that they 
might not normally get in the 
classroom, and it also gives me 
an excuse to play around with 

chemicals and science equipment. 
We have created foam from 
hydrogen peroxide, dissected heart 
and lungs, built bridges and even 
managed to get hold of a second 
hand car powered by a fuel cell. 
I am enjoying getting to do some 
science but it’s also been good 
to see how we have a large group 
of students, mostly boys, who are 
often challenging in the classroom 
but really focused during these 
practical sessions, learning to 
read instructions closely and work 
as a team.

For more information please 
contact Olubunmi Olayisade, 

partnership coordinator 
for Africa, at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church 

http://www.rainbowturtle.co.uk
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church
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United Mission in Nepal 

NMA post holder Mrs Vijeta 
Manaen Shrestha is the 
communications advisor 

for UMN News, the United Mission 
in Nepal’s quarterly magazine. 

“My work requires me to frequently 
travel to remote locations to 
collect stories and film,” Vijeta 
says.  “These trips are wonderful, 
as I get to see the work first 
hand and meet and talk with the 
beneficiaries.” 

Vijeta recently traveled to Mugu 
– one of the least developed 
districts in Nepal with no paved 
roads yet. “I walked for many days 
with a partner staff of UMN and a 
few others to some really remote 
settlements there,” she says. “We 
walked all day in very challenging 
terrains only to rest at night in 
places which at times didn’t even 
have beds. It was my first time 
in Mugu; every new day held a 
different challenge.  I had to try 
hard to stay positive every day.  
On our last day of the trek, when 
we were having lunch together, 
one partner staff member really 
encouraged me.  He said, ‘I have 
been watching how you work, how 
you deal with people, and how you 
have handled hardship in the past 
week. I have been very impressed, 
all that has been a big learning 
opportunity for me.’ 

“I was reminded that we as the 
staff of a Christian organisation 
have to be so watchful and have 
to be alert about how we carry 
ourselves. When we work with the 
locals and as we serve people, we 
are representing the organisation 
and at the same time making 
Christ known by word and life.”

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

http://mwm.org.uk/conferences
mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Please pray for the Methodist Church in Portugal, that they 
may continue to find hope in the midst of challenges.

Thank God for the Street Child World Cup and the work they 
are doing on behalf of street children all over the world. 

Pray for NMA post holder Mrs Vijeta Manaen Shrestha as 
she continues working for United Mission in Nepal.

Please pray for The Methodist Church in Chile, that their 
needs may be met, so that they are able to continue their 
great mission work.

Please remember Malcolm and Gina Oliver in your prayers as 
they continue working in Mozambique.

Please Pray for the Grenada Methodist circuit and the work 
Andy Dye is doing there as a mission partner in the Church 
and in school. 

PRAYER POINTS

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission partners 
that you regularly read about 
in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.

You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist Church 
House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make 
cheques payable to ‘Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund’. Four years after the Haiti earthquake disaster, a Haitian church has been rebuilt and reopened.

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
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