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“And Jesus came 
and said to them, ‘All 

authority in heaven 
and on earth has 

been given to me. Go 
therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 

name of the Father 
and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey 
everything that I have 
commanded you. And 
remember, I am with 

you always, to the end 
of the age.’”

Matthew 28: 18-20 
(NRSV)
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Steve Pearce, Partnership 
Coordinator for Asia and the 
Pacific, very recently visited 

some of our partners around the Pacific. 

He writes: “As ever, a stay overnight 
in Mapang Missionary Home in Port 
Moresby was interesting! It was 
established in 1960 by local Christians 
when it was no longer possible to 
accommodate in private homes the 
increasing number of missionaries 
passing through Port Moresby. It is an 
independent trust and has been run 
by two New Zealanders for the last ten 
years. There are always missionaries 
and aid workers on their way into and 
out of Papua New Guinea. The reasons 
include the hundreds of languages 
and rich cultural diversity, its status as 
the largest country in the Pacific and 

therefore a regional centre, the recent 
development of its natural resources 
which are attracting both wealth 
and social problems and the ready 
acceptance of Christianity in its many 
and varying forms.

“It was Remembrance Day, a public 
holiday. However, the Revd Bernard 
Siai (the moderator), Uvenama Rova 
(the assembly secretary) and Philip 
the treasurer all came into the office 
for a morning of talks. We covered 
the plans this new leadership group 
has in mind for the next few years as 
well as all aspects of our partnership, 
including grants, scholarship, NMAs 
and volunteers. Wande Ebofin, the MCB 
mission partner, has been in Papua New 
Guinea exactly one year, and is highly 
thought of by the Church leadership.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Mission is alive in PNG

For more information, please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

After visiting the Matthew 
Rusike Children’s Home 
(MRCH) last September, 

Graham and Lynda Jones raised 
£17,000 to buy a generator for the 
site to overcome the problems of 
Zimbabwe’s erratic electricity supply.

  “Good news from MRCH!” writes 
Margaret Mawire, director of 
MRCH. “The generator is now at 
MRCH and the installation guys 
are working on it as I write.  I can’t 
begin to describe the excitement 
that is tangible here at the home.”

According to Margaret, the new 
generator has definitely made 

life easier. “In the event of 

an electricity cut, life goes on 

normally,” she writes. “Most 

importantly, it has helped our 

projects (the piggery, poultry and 

tomato growing) in a tremendous 

way.  Every cent that we get  

from the projects goes a long  

way in providing for the children 

in our care.  Thank you to all 

the friends of MRCH for your 

commitment to the children of 

Zimbabwe.”

Margaret recently arrived in the UK 

and travelled round England and 

Wales meeting many friends of 

MRCH. She also visited Methodist 

Church House, where she met with 

Partnership Coordinator Bunmi 

Olayisade.

 

During her time here she 

discussed the work of MRCH,  

life at the home, and hopes and  

plans for the future of the 

organisation. 

In solidarity with 
West Papua

West Papua, the western 
half of the island of New 
Guinea, has been under 

Indonesian rule since 1961. The 
USA sponsored talks between the 
Netherlands (the island’s former 
colonisers) and Indonesia. The 
outcome of the talks – the New 
York Agreement – gave Indonesia 
control over West New Guinea 
on the understanding that a 
referendum of self-determination 
would be conducted by 1969. 
Prior to the ballot, the Indonesian 
government selected just over a 
thousand Papuan men to vote. 
Allegedly representing their 
800,000 fellow West Papuans (and 
under threat themselves), they 
voted unanimously to remain with 

Indonesia. The UN upheld the vote.

Pressure is building in the Pacific 
in support of West Papuan 
independence. The Church has 
been especially vocal. The Revd 
James Bhagwan, spokesperson 
for the Methodist Church in Fiji 
and Rotuma, said: “We support 
the call for the end of human 
rights abuses in Tanah Papua; 
for their social, economic and 
political empowerment and for self-
determination. We stand in solidarity 
with our brothers, sisters and 
children of Tanah Papua. We have 

received their cry and we will echo it 
and speak this truth to power.”  

The youth members of staff of the 
Pacific Conference of Churches 
and the Pacific Network of 
Globalisation launched the pro-
democracy We Bleed Black and 
Red campaign, in support of their 
West Papuan sisters and brothers.  

Everyone is encouraged to wear 
black and red each Wednesday: 
black to symbolise life and red 
the blood shed over half a century 
of struggle. Black and red ribbon 
badges were also distributed to 
represent the West Papuan flag of 
independence, the Morning Star.

One Facebook user, on seeing 
the photo on the Methodist 
Church homepage, declared: “The 
Methodist Church rocks, I’m going 
back to church!”

For more information please contact  
Olubunmi Olayisade, partnership coordinator for Africa,  

at wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

Friends of Matthew Rusike Children’s Home

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

Tropical 
evangelism 

NMA postholder Justino 
Quispe from Bolivia 
carries out evangelism in 

the tropics of the Cochabamba 
mission region, showing how 
mission and evangelism go beyond 
just talking about God.

“Over the past year, we have paid 
more attention to the Yuracaré in 
particular,” Justino says. “They are 
native indigenous people who live 
on the outskirts of the Ivirgarzama 
River. Working in this zone, the 
Methodist Church in Bolivia 
has seen firsthand the need for 
guidance in regards to nutrition, 
basic education, and also for family 
guidance. This is the context in 

which we are evangelizing. The 
Evangelical Methodist Church in 
Bolivia is offering guidance on the 
cultivation of family gardens (the 
planting of fruits, corn and cassava) 
because they only eat fish and 
game. As a result they have a lot 
of malnutrition. We are therefore 
concerned with teaching them 
how to cultivate food so that they 
can have a better diet, as well as 
teaching them to read the Bible and 
to sing.

“Alberto Antezana is the Indian 
chief of the Yuracaré community; 
married with 12 children. He works 
fishing and hunting game. When we 
invited him to join the Methodist 
Church it was very difficult at first, 
but afterwards he devoted himself 
to spreading the gospel to his 
community. Alberto said to us, 
‘Many churches have come, but 

they have not offered guidance like 
the Methodist Church’. Because 
he has noticed that his life has 
improved, he has volunteered his 
house for Sunday meetings and 
Bible studies. Twenty-two people 
from this community were recently 
baptized, the majority from the 
Antezana family. 

For more information, please 
contact Rachael Varney 
at wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Youth ministry 
in Hungary 

NMA postholder Bence Vigh 
is a probationary minister 
in Hungary. Over the past 

year he has been responsible for 
youth mission, worship services 
and evangelism. 

Highlighting the importance of 
worship, Bence writes: “The 
common language is music and 
singing. Children love singing and 

dancing. From children to adults, 
everybody comes to worship. 
Youth and adults always really pay 
attention during the sermon.
 
“I lead Bible study every Tuesday. 
It allows – mainly young boys – to 
not just listen but to share their 
thoughts and feelings about the 
Word of God.

Another highlight of the work was 

when I took some young boys to the 
youth camps in other cities. It was 
a break from their everyday life and 
routine, from their pokey world to 
big cities, and to new relationships 
with other Christian youth.
 
“The major challenge is to make 
young people and men committed 
to the church. In the Roma culture 
the role of men is very important, 
that’s why  we try to reach them.” 

For more information, please contact Roy Crowder at  
wcr.europe@methodistchurch.org.uk

World Church Relationships | News Bulletin September 2014  |  page 3

mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=


World Church Relationships | News Bulletin September 2014  |  page 4

Exactly this time last year, 
mission partner Wande 
Ebofin left Britain’s shores 

to work in Papua New Guinea.

Wande writes: “I really thank God 
– for his grace, mercy, protection, 
peace, favour and especially 
wisdom. He has enabled me to 
use acquired skills to work in 
the United Church educational 
institutions, to acquire new ones 
like designing and delivering 
courses and taking initiative to 
run programs such as after school 
support and coaching students to 
take external examinations.

“At George Brown High School, 
teachers are more relaxed and 
open with me when they realise 
I’ve not come to tell them what to 
do but to help them use what they 
have to work better. Students are 
comfortable with me. I get fewer 
stares as I’m accepted in the 
communities.

“There have been challenges along 
the way, such as having been 

burgled three times. But generally, 
it’s been good working in Papua 
New Guinea. In the UK, we were 
advised to divide our stay into 
thirds. The first third is to observe, 
the second for action and the last 
to consolidate and prepare to 
move on. I have just gone through 
my first third. I realise observation 
is two-way. While I observe the 

communities to see how things 
work, the communities are also 
observing me to see what I am 
made of and if I can be trusted. 

“So what is in store for the second 
year? The ‘action/doing’ third is 
already in progress and by the 
strength and wisdom from God it 
will continue.”

One year on...

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news 

Following the collapse of the Rana Plaza building in Bangladesh last 
year, All We Can (formerly MRDF) is calling for the government to 

l	 	require all clothing brands and retailers to join the Bangladesh 
Safety Accord 

l	 	demand all clothing brands and retailers ensure their workers are 
paid a living wage.

To support them, you can: 

l	 	sign the online petition (www.allwecan.org.uk/testimonies-from-
the-margins/fashion)

l	 	visit www.allwecan.org.uk/campaigns/campaigns-resources for a 
range of online resources, including a Bible study on fashion and 
human rights, reports and an order form for action cards.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS
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How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good  
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who  say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Isaiah 52:7 

 

You are invited to an Ecumenical Service of Thanksgiving to acknowledge the continuing contribu-
tion of British Churches, mission organisations and individuals in the areas of education, 

healthcare, social welfare, peace and justice, mission and evangelism etc. 
11.00am, 27th September 2014  

at St Martin-in- the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London, WC2N 4JJ 
For further contact: 

The Revd Rana Youab Khan ‘revrana@hotmail.com; 07729805100 
Rachel Parry ‘rachelp@weareus.org.uk’ 

 
  Guests: British missionaries and their families who lived in Pakistan; representatives and staff of the churches,  

  organistions, societies and groups working in Pakistan; Christians and Muslims of Pakistani heritage. 

 
’  

RESOURCES

“I use the book constantly and 
continue to be inspired and 
supported by the wonderful 
prayers.”

Margaret Fancy, church member,  
North Lancashire Circuit

“I love the Prayer Handbook, it is a 
wonderful tool.” 

The Revd Gillian Belford,  
Supernumerary, Penrith Circuit

“The Prayer Handbook is quite simply 
one of British Methodism’s greatest 
resources. It’s a spiritual gem.” 

The Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, General 
Secretary of the  

Methodist Church and  
Secretary of the Conference

Priced £3.75 (plus p&p) or £3.35 if you order 10 or more. The handbook can be purchased by contacting  
Methodist Publishing on 0845 017 8220 or visiting www.methodistpublishing.org.uk. 

Partners in Sacrifice 
– the new edition of 
the Methodist Prayer 

Handbook – is now available. 
Arranged as a monthly prayer 
cycle (with daily lectionary and 
hymn readings taken from 
Singing the Faith), it contains 
a huge range of prayers for 
the Methodist districts of 
Britain and Ireland, for Partner 
Churches around the world 
and for all kinds of needs 
and occasions. This new 
edition looks at our everyday 
sacrifices as God’s people 
taken up by God into the 
eternal sacrifice of the cross.
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Pray for the Methodist Church in Fiji and Rotuma 
and for West Papua, as well as for all who yearn for 
democracy and struggle for independence. 

Pray for the Matthew Rusike Children’s home and 
the children in its care. Thank God for the Friends of 
MRCH and for their support.

Pray for Wande and for progress, creativity and 
sustainability as she begins her second year as a 
mission partner.

Thank God for the mission work Bence Vigh is 
carrying out amongst youth in Hungary. 

Pray for the mission work Justino Quispe is carrying 
out in Bolivia, and for their need for more materials 
for evangelism.

We pray for the world; for persecuted Christians and 
for those suffering in Gaza and Israel.

PRAyER POINTS

All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 
NMA postholders, scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/donate. Alternatively, send 
a cheque to: the Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund, Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission Fund’.

Earlier this year, the 
Diocese of Multan 
(Church of Pakistan) 
received a grant which 
was used to start the 
Esther School of IT – a 
project from the Multan 
Diocese’s Women desk. 
The Esther School has 
now started IT classes 
with 18 girls, overseen 
by an instructor and a 
helper. They say, “We 
are very happy for 
this achievement and 
thankful to your kind 
support and concern.”

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate

