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“So we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, 

and individually we 
are members one of 

another.”
Romans 12:5 (NRSV)
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Former Methodist Youth President 
Tamara Wray recently went to 
Dubai for the annual leadership 

conference of the South Asia Christian 
Youth Network (SACYN).  

“The SACYN experience is a term that 
should possess a dictionary definition!” 
Tamara says. “Every experience is 
different and when I first arrived in 
Dubai I didn’t know what to expect. The 
experience for me has been a learning 
curve and I have also come to the 
realisation that the synergies between 
young people across the continents are 
distinctively prominent. 

“Within the short time I spent there, I 
was convicted spiritually, inspired and 
embraced warmly. I will take with me 
from this experience the ‘human touch’ 
of South Asia. You can know everything 
about a continent but spending time 

with them all, this place has been 
personified and has made me fall in love 
with God’s creation even more. 

“This experience was beautifully 
informative; even after just four hours’ 
sleep (from connecting with other 
delegates way into the early hours!!) I 
continued to be energised spiritually 
by hearing, reading, sharing practices 
and appreciating SACYN from a South 
Asian perspective. I cannot thank God 
and SACYN enough for my time here 
and for the experiences that I will be 
able to share with young people within 
the UK.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

My SACYN experience

For more information, please 
contact Sandra Lopez at  

wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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A home of grace 

The Tamil Nadu Arulagam 
Programme in India is funded 
by donations from the World 

Mission Fund.

Arulagam (“the home of grace”) 
was started with the mission 
statement “Accepted and 
enabled”.  At present, the grant 
helps to support 27 women who 
have been either beaten by their 
husbands, abandoned by their 
families due to physical or mental 
illness, or ostracised because 
they became pregnant outside 
of marriage. The home is run on 
Christian principles but is open to 
all faiths.      

The women are trained in sewing, 
weaving and catering. They use 
these skills to make items such 

as clothes, bags and tablecloths, 
and money raised from the sale 
of these items goes to Arulagam’s 
income.       

“Grants and donations from 
all our usual sources have 
decreased,” says Tricia Hamilton, 
speaking on behalf of Arulagam’s 

Honorary Secretary, Mrs Deva 
Kirubai Gnanavaram. “Without the 
Methodist grant, Arulagam could 
not continue.”

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

“Bathed in blood”

“Nicaragua’s history 
is bathed in blood,” 
lamented Pastor 

Eduardo Rodriguez, head of the 
Evangelical Methodist Church 
in Nicaragua, as he shared 
Nicaragua’s civil war history with 
the Revd Ken Howcroft, Marion 
Howcroft and Sandra Lopez during 
their visit there last December. 

Eduardo explained how several 
pastors of the church had been on 
different sides of the war, some 
as Sandinista revolutionaries and 
others as Contras, the counter 
revolutionaries. Some had even 
been in close combat with their 

now fellow pastors and had 
suffered painful losses. “What 
amazed Ken, Marion and I as we 
spent time with these pastors was 
to see them now at peace with 
one another,” said Sandra Lopez, 
partnership coordinator for the 
region. “As one pastor put it, ‘The 
ones I hated the most and who 
were my enemies during the civil 
war, it is for these God has put the 
most love in my heart.’” 

The Nicaraguan Church is now 
working to instil Christian values 
of love and peace, particularly 
amongst children. Among the 
many projects they visited, the 

trio were impacted by a church 
that comprised 90% children! 
The liturgy was led by children, 
including prayers, worship and 
acts of thanksgiving. The church 
also provides a nutritious meal 
after the service, so the children 
are fed both spiritually and 
physically. 
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For more information, 
please contact Sandra 

Lopez at  
wcr.americascaribb@

methodistchurch.org.uk
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Haiti earthquake: five years on   

John and Sharon Harbottle, 
Mission Partners in Haiti 
write:

On 12 January 2010 a little 
before 5pm, life changed in this 
small country, the size of Wales. 
Suddenly Haiti was on the map 
and money was pledged to help 
what was known as the poorest 
nation in the Western world.  

Meanwhile the Haitian people 
resumed buying and selling on the 
streets, sheltering in precarious 
buildings, moving from tents 
to wooden houses, and onto 
more permanent homes as they 
have become available.  To all 
intents and purposes you would 
hardly know that the earthquake 
occurred.  Bank holidays are 
celebrated in style.  The president 
is on the streets singing and 
dancing with the crowd and life 
goes on.

The 2010 earthquake is rarely  
spoken of by local people. The 
commemoration area at the mass 
grave bears a marker but has 
not yet been developed despite 
plans being made public. The 
emphasis is on the living, whether 
they are those in a hand-to-mouth 
existence, earning less than $2 a 
day, or others who are just grateful 
to be alive.  Everyone suffered 
loss.  Everyone gets on with life in 
some way.

This was apparent at the 
thanksgiving and dedication of the 
New College Bird School building 
in September 2014, which has 
been funded by many, including 
the Methodist Church in Britain. 
The new school, adjacent to the 
Port au Prince church, has been 
built around a surviving tree and 
incorporates some of the doors 
salvaged from the old school.  
Emotions ran high that day as 

thanksgiving poured from the lips 
of each speaker, in prayer, song 
and speech. 

On 12 January 2015, as in 
previous years, we will attend a 
service of commemoration and 
hear a bell ring at 16.53.  Then we 
will continue with God’s calling  - to 
work with EMH (Eglise Methodiste 
Haiti) restoring clinic facilities and 
introducing community health, 
and training local preachers, 
strengthening the church through 
its Sunday school teachers 
and leaders, and deepening 
discipleship.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

For more information, 
please contact Sandra 

Lopez at  
wcr.americascaribb@

methodistchurch.org.uk
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“What did you expect?” 

Youth President Megan 
Thomas recently visited 
the Methodist Church in 

Zimbabwe. Megan travelled around 

Zimbabwe with her hosts, the Youth 

Department, sharing with various 

groups, organisations, churches 

and people. She writes about her 

experience below.

“What did you expect?” This is one 

of the first questions that came 

my way after landing in Zimbabwe. 

I didn’t really know. What do you 

expect from a country that you know 

little about? 

One thing that has had a big 

impact on me was the hospitality 

and generosity of our hosts, the 

Methodist Church in Zimbabwe 

Youth Department. They did a great 

job putting together an itinerary that 

enabled us to meet a huge variety 

of people and experience many 

different things.

Visiting Phakame High School was a 

real highlight for me. The interaction 

with the young people there is 

something I will remember for the 

rest of my life because it was youth 

work; us talking to young people 

about something that could change 

their lives. If we encouraged just 

one out of the 400 students to work 

that little bit harder and go for the 

things that they didn’t think were 

possible before, then we did what 

we were supposed to. I felt that 

everything came together this day. 

I want to go back to the first 

question that I was asked: “What 

did you expect?” I can now tell 

people what to expect. They can 

expect some very interesting food, 

challenging and inspiring moments, 

overwhelming generosity and an 

amazing life-changing experience. 

For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Ukraine news

Just over a year ago, peaceful 
protesters gathered on the 
streets of downtown Kiev, 

Ukraine, to urge their government 
to make political and economic 
reforms which they hoped would 
improve the lives of millions.  A 
few days later, those citizens were 
violently dispersed by riot police, 
sparking an even larger protest that 
went on throughout the winter.  Over 
100 demonstrators were killed in 
clashes with the police in downtown 
Kiev – a traumatic event that led 
to the Ukrainian president fleeing 
the country and elections for a new 
government taking place.

But the optimism that accompanied 
those elections was short-lived. 
Russia invaded and annexed 
Crimea, separatist rebels seized 
territory in eastern Ukraine, and 
an armed conflict erupted that still 
continues today.

In the face of all this, the United 
Methodist Church in Kiev has 
been witnessing the love and 
compassion of Christ through word 
and deed, teaming up with the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) to distribute food, 
medicine, and emergency supplies 
to hundreds of families.  The church 
is providing shelter and other 
humanitarian support to African 

university students who were driven 
from their dormitories in the eastern 
city of Luhansk; these young men 
and women have relocated to Kiev, 
have resumed their studies in local 
universities, and gather for worship 
each weekend in our Kiev UM 
Church Centre.  In ways large and 
small, the leaders and members 
of the UMC in Kiev are walking 
with those afflicted by the violence, 
offering support, encouragement, 
prayers and love.

For more information, 
please contact Roy 

Crowder at wcr.europe@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

Supporting deaf children in Kenya

Helen Morehead used to be 
a mission partner in Kenya, 
where she worked with the 

Kamatungu School for the Deaf. 

Recently the school became 
government registered. Teachers 
and auxiliary staff are now paid 
by the government, and parents 
are supposed to pay 1,000Ks 
(approximately £8) per term to help 
with the running of the school. Very 
few parents can afford this; they 
also have great difficulty in finding 
money for uniforms, shoes and 
other personal items. And so the 
school is very thankful to everyone 
who helped provide uniforms and 

shoes for the children at the start 
of the school year in January. “The 
teachers distributed the uniforms 
during assembly, and the children 
were so excited that they put them 
on immediately,” Helen reports.

“With now almost 70 pupils, the 
school continues to grow. There 
are two boys’ dormitories and one 
girls’ dormitory, which is now full. 
Another dormitory is required to 
accommodate the new intake of 
girls next year. The staff has been 
doing quite a lot of fundraising and 
applying for government grants. The 
dormitory will cost about £30,000 
and to date they have been able to 

raise about half this amount.

“As the numbers of children grow, 
so does the cost of feeding them. 
Rather than just sending money for 
food, it was decided that a chicken 
project would be a sustainable way 
of supplementing the children’s diet. 
Thanks to the generosity of friends 
in Ireland it has been possible for 
them to put up a large chicken 
house with 150 chickens.”

Planning a sabbatical?

Many of our partners ask if 
ministers from the Methodist 
Church in Britain would 

consider offering a few weeks of their 
time to do some teaching in their 
theological colleges. If you think this 
might be an interesting possibility for 
you, please contact the World Church 
Relationships Team.

The Amity Foundation
The Amity Foundation (one of our 
partner organisations based in 
China) was founded in 1985. It is an 
independent voluntary organisation 
created on the initiative of Chinese 
Christians. Amity has a number of 
volunteering opportunities open to 
Christians interested in serving in 
China. 

Young Adult Programme
This programme is designed for 
young people (aged 18-30) who 
are interested in exploring Chinese 
language and culture through a 
six-month or one-year exchange 
placement. The programme 
includes a weekly schedule of 
10-18 hours teaching oral English 
to high school students. At the 
same time participants can attend 
Chinese lessons. Applicants need 
to find funding of around £1,500 in 
addition to their air fares. 

For further information, see www.
amityfoundation.org/eng/amity-
young-adult-program-yap.

Summer English Teaching 
Programme 
This programme is native English 
speakers aged 18 to 70. Teaching 
experience – especially English 
teaching experience – is always 
helpful, but it is not necessary. If 
you are a fluent English speaker 
interested in offering a month of 
service in China, you can find further 
information at methodist.org.uk/
media/1417372/volunteering-
opportunity-chinasep2015.pdf.

For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission partners 
that you regularly read about 
in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternatively, send a cheque 
to: the Methodist Church 
World Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

In Kenya last April, the rains failed. Many of the families of children attending the 
Kamatungu School for deaf children had to sell their goats to buy food. Friends 
from Ireland sent money to the neediest families so that they could buy goats 
and build up their herds again. The children took the goats home at the end of 
the school term in November.

Please pray for the people of 
Haiti as they commemorate 
five years since the 
earthquake that affected the 
lives of so many.  

Pray for Kamatungu School 
for the Deaf in Kenya; for all 
their students, and for the 
enthusiasm and dedication of 
all their staff. 

Remember Ukraine and the 
United Methodist Church 
in Kiev as they continue 
to witness the love and 
compassion of Christ during 
these hard times.   

 

Pray with us for the Tamil 
Nadu Arulagam Programme, 
and for all the women they 
help look after.

Thank God for the positive 
experiences Tamara Wray 
had at the SACYN conference 
in Dubai. Pray that we 
may continue to form links 
between young people 
from the Methodist Church 
in Britain and Methodist 
Churches around the world.

Please pray for the 
Nicaraguan Church as it 
works to instil Christian 
values of love and peace.

PRAYER POINTS


