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“I am about to do 
a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you 
not perceive it? I will 

make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in 

the desert.”
Isaiah 43:19 (NRSV)
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PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

What happens when a church 
decides to put the word of 
God into action? For the 

past three years, the World Mission 
Fund has supported the Protestant 
Methodist Church in Benin with a 
SALT grant, which it has used to train 
ministers, evangelists, deacons and 
Sunday school teachers.

Last year the Church undertook 
training on the topic of Missiology 
and Mission, led by the Revd Valentin 
Dedji, a minister from the Enfield 
circuit in London. This year they have 
been putting what they learnt into 
action, evangelising and taking part in 
mission around the country. In January, 
over 400 people were converted in 

the north of Benin, an area which is 
strongly Islamic. The Methodist Church 
in Benin then built two buildings to 
serve as worship areas for the new 
converts. They have also carried out 
training aimed at improving women and 
children’s health, and the literacy level 
of church members. 

Other highlights of this year include a 
children’s camp in the town of Parakou, 
from the 18-26 July. This brought 
together more than 500 children. Glory 
be to God!

For more information, please 
contact Bunmi Olayisade at wcr.
africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

Putting faith into action

A children’s evangelistic rally
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Are you passionate about Jesus?

Do you want to put your faith into action in another part of the world? 
Do you want to work alongside local communities, deepening your faith  
and knowledge of global justice and development? 
Are you willing to spend 6-12 months overseas, meeting exciting people? 
Are you ready for a life-changing challenge, putting your skills to good  
use and learning new ones?

If you answered YES to these questions, then  
Encounter Worldwide could be for YOU! To find out more,  
visit www.methodist.org.uk/encounterworldwide

Monsoon rains struck 
Pakistan in the third 
week of July and have 

continued. As a result of this 
(and the melting of glaciers in 
the north of Pakistan), there 
has been widespread flooding in 
different regions of the country. 
The Methodist Church in Britain 
has agreed a grant of £10,000 
towards the flood relief efforts.
Our partners in Pakistan have 
distributed a month’s food supply 
to 5,000 of the neediest families. 
Emergency food supplies are 
also being distributed to families 
stranded on the embankments of 
the river Indus in Ghotki. However, 
the river embankments on which 
many thousands of families are 
stranded are so narrow that it is 
difficult for vehicles to get help to 
them. It is also hard to raise the 
money that pays for such help. 

An eye witness writes: 
This week my Pakistani 
colleagues and I have visited the 
embankments of the Indus River in 

Ghotki, Upper Sindh, where more 
than 5,000 families are stranded. 
It is hot, maybe 40 degrees or 
more, with harsh sun and wind. 

The stranded people are small-
scale farmers. Their lives are hard, 
now made impossible. They left 
their homes in the middle of the 
night as flood waters consumed 
their homes, taking their livestock. 

The women had moved further along 
the embankment with their children 
and what household items they had. 
Many have no shelter except for 
their clothes and some sheets for 
protection from the baking heat. 

Men sat looking helpless. In their 
eyes I saw bewilderment and 
sadness. I sat with a group of men 
my own age who looked tired and 
haggard. They told me that they 
had been reduced to drinking the 
flood water. 

I held back my tears and said 
I was very sorry that this had 
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For more information, please 
contact Steve Pearce at  

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

CALLED TO 
VOLUNTEER?
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happened to them again. These 
are the same people who suffered 
in the 2010 floods. If the Sukkur 
dam gives way, then millions of 
people will be affected by the flood 
as they were in 2010. 

In Ghotki, some people had 
received tents from the Provincial 
Disaster Management Authority. 
Others have started to help with 
food and drinking water. But the 
stranded people will have many 
more needs and face another 
uphill struggle to piece their lives 
back together. They are resilient 
and have faith, yet they also 
live beside a huge river which is 
mostly dormant but which wakes 
to become an ocean when the 
monsoon is cruel. 

Our Pakistani brothers and sisters 
will survive, but they now face a 
struggle few of us can imagine.

Pakistan floods: an update

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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“Building back better”   

It’s now just over three months 
since the two earthquakes 
hammered Nepal on 25 April 

and 12 May,” writes mission 
partner Malcolm Ramsay.  “A 
common slogan here in the weeks 
since then has been ‘Building 
Back Better’. What this means 
is that above all, new buildings 
must be earthquake-proof.  Better 
materials need to be used. 
Building regulations that were 
routinely ignored now need to be 
rigorously enforced. In a wider 
sense too, Nepal needs to be far 
more ‘disaster-ready’. Stockpiles 
of essential relief materials – and 
plans for their distribution – need 
to be in place before the next big 
earthquake.”

The United Mission to Nepal (one 
of our partner organisations) has 
been allocated parts of an area 
called Dhading as its responsibility 
for post-earthquake work. “In the 
first phase of emergency response 
we in UMN have supplied relief 
materials to 12,175 homes, many 
of which were very remote and 
difficult to reach,” Malcolm says. 
“In the second phase we are now 
moving on to a two-year plan for 
rehabilitation and reconstruction.   
It’s a privilege to be taking part 
in work in which we can try to 
demonstrate in very practical 
terms Christ’s love for people who 
have suffered so terribly.

“In Nepal, the phrase ‘building 

back better’ means little unless 
it embraces the human heart 
as well as human homes. The 
Christian Church here is small, but 
growing steadily in numbers and 
in confidence. Surely in Christian 
terms ‘building back better’ 
involves not merely construction 
codes and disaster plans, but also 
the recognition and honouring of 
right relationships – with God, with 
our neighbour, and with our planet.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Seasons  
by Pat Jamison

The weather gets hotter day by day. 
However, a friend reminded me 
recently that the hot weather will 
pass and we can then look forward 
to a lovely warm spell, followed by 
a much cooler winter. This made 
me think how seasons continue 
regardless. Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells 
us, “There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity 
under the heavens” and verse 
4 “a time to weep and a time to 
laugh”. I know the scripture is not 
speaking specifically about the 
seasons of the year; however I 
relate these verses to my current 
situation in Bangladesh.

My time has come to begin a 

series of farewells to a land I 
have grown to love immensely and 
for people I care for dearly. It’s a 
country where I feel I wish I could 
do so much more. However, with 
160 million inhabitants (of whom 
approximately 15 million live in the 
capital, Dhaka), I really have tried 
to do what I can and will have to 
leave it up to others to continue. It 

is now my time to weep.
One thing I have struggled with 
over the past five years is not 
being able to speak even half-
decent Bangla. Many friends who 
arrived years after me now speak 
great Bangla. I have just had to 
accept I am obviously not good at 
foreign languages. I started my 
first term in a rural area and a 
few weeks ago I returned there to 
review and assess some staff and 
say farewell to other colleagues, 
friends, and the local community. 
I was humbled by how I was 
described by people; overwhelmed 
by their kindness and encouraged 
by what has been achieved.

I have a sense of joy having known 
so many wonderful people. I have 
helped a few, enjoyed many and 
will continue to remember them all.

“

An impromptu kitchen at an earthquake site

Pat Jamison
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Farewell by Andy Dye                                    

This year I was privileged to 
serve with Methcare, a group 
involved in supporting and 

training young people. Methcare 
ran a jewellery making class in the 
New Hampshire area. This is ideal 
in an area where lots of tourists 
come and purchase small locally 
made items. Part of the course 
involved a one-day seminar with 
talks on tourism, finances and 
spirituality.

The circuit ‘crusade’ was held 
again in the Queens Park area of 
the city. This is a week-long outdoor 
event of worship and preaching, 

put on by the Methodist Church. 
The Revd Everald Galbraith from 
Jamaica led the preaching. On 
one of the nights the youth of the 
circuit led our worship with energy 
and spirit. Please pray that God will 
continue to encourage the young 
people of Grenada in this way.

Messy Church continues. In 
Grenada it is called the community 
outreach project. It has been great 

to see how it has developed over 
the last five years. Julie John and 
her husband recently got in touch 
from the UK through the Messy 
Church network. They came and 
shared a session with the group, 
which the children really enjoyed.

After five years in Grenada, Andy 
will be returning to the UK in 
October. If you would like Andy to 
speak at your church, email us at 
wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk. 

For more information, please 
contact Rachael Varney at  

wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Peace prayer 

Sunday 9 August marked 70 
years since an atomic bomb 
was dropped on Nagasaki 

in the west of Japan. The Peace 
Statue was completed in 1955, 
with the wish that Nagasaki would 
be the last place on earth where 
an atomic weapon is used.  The 
bronze statue is nearly 10 metres 
high and was designed by Seibo 
Kitamura, a locally born sculptor.

The statue’s right hand points 
up to the threat of weapons, 
especially nuclear weapons, from 
the sky. The left hand is extended 
in blessing. The right leg is in the 
lotus position for meditation. The 
left leg is poised ready for action.  
The gently closed eyes are said 
to offer a prayer for the bomb 
victims’ souls. The face does 
not look Japanese because it is 
intended to represent all people.

Prayer

With the peace statue, we lift our right 
arms and point at the sky

Loving God, we pray for the people who 
live in fear because of conflict, people 
who today are afraid that bombs will 
be dropped, that soldiers will come 
and their lives will be in danger.

With the peace statue, we stretch out 
our left arms in blessing.

Loving God, we pray for your blessing 
of peace on all people.  We pray 
especially for the leaders of the world, 
those who today are afraid that bombs 
will be dropped, that soldiers will come.

With the peace statue, we sit with our 
right legs in a position for meditation. 

Loving God, we thank you for the 
peace that you give us through Jesus.  
We ask you to help us remember to 
spend time quietly praying to you so 
that we can know that peace deeply in 
our hearts

With the peace statue, we sit with our 
left legs poised ready for action.

Loving God, we ask you to keep us 
ready to take action for peace.  Please 
give us the courage to speak out 
if we see bullying, or hear unkind 
things being said.  Please help us as 
individuals and as a church to raise 
our voices for peace and to stand up 
and be counted as peacemakers for 
your kingdom. 

With the peace statue, we close our 
eyes in prayer.

Loving God, we ask for your peace 
to touch people in every country 
who are suffering in mind and body 
because of their experiences of war.  
Especially today we pray for the elderly 
atomic bomb survivors in Nagasaki 
(and Hiroshima), and pray with them 
that Nagasaki will be the last place 
on earth where an atomic bomb is 
dropped.

Loving God, may your peace come on 
Earth. Amen.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations,  
NMA postholders, 

scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read 
about in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 

Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.
You can donate online by going to  
www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to:  

the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist Church 
House, 25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please  
make cheques payable to 
‘Methodist Church World Mission 
Fund’.

This is the Peace statue in the Peace 
Park in Nagasaki, designed by Seibo 

Kitamura, a Japanese sculptor. The 10 
metre-high bronze statue was unveiled 

in 1955, with the wish that Nagasaki 
will be the last place on earth where 

an atomic weapon is used.

Pray for Malcolm and Cati Ramsay, and for Paul Wright and 
Rachel and Finlay Hodge, who are also contributing to the 
reconstruction efforts. Pray also for the Church in Nepal.   

Pray for Pat Jamison as she prepares to leave Bangladesh. 
Pray that God may bless her wherever she goes next. 

Pray for the Protestant Methodist Church in Benin as they 
continue to put their faith in action in practical ways to 
transform their community.

Pray for Andy Dye as he prepares to transition back to life 
in the UK; for his next steps, and for the community that he 
leaves in Grenada. 

Pray for all those who have been affected by the floods in 
Pakistan.

Pray for peace as we remember the seventieth anniversary 
of the of the Hiroshima/Nagasaki bombings. 

PRAYER POINTS


