
JUNE 2015

“O LORD the God 
of Israel, who are 

enthroned above the 
cherubim, you are God, 

you alone, of all the 
kingdoms of the earth; 
you have made heaven 

and earth.”
2 Kings 19:15 (NRSV)
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The Methodist Church in El 
Salvador has produced a video 
which highlights some of the 

work the Church is doing with support 
from the Methodist Church in Britain 
and the World Mission Fund. 

“I am thankful to the Methodist 
Church of Great Britain for giving us 
financial assistance to sustain and 
maintain the Church,” says Pastor Ana 
Gloria-López, from La Gloria Methodist 
Church. This church community 
started in 2007 and was abandoned 
and isolated from the Church and 
the government for many years. The 
Church promised the community that 
they would no longer be abandoned 
and without a church, and that they 
would always be a part of the Church 
and that it would always be open to 
them. 

Mission Partners Paul Collins and 
Maura Cook have been serving in 
Ahuachapán since 2012. Maura 
teaches English to young children. She 
says there are lots of job opportunities 
available to those who can speak 
English well, and therefore it is very 
important for El Salvadorian children to 
learn English. 

The Methodist Church in Britain also 
supports the Church in El Salvador 
through NMA postholder Dr Leti 
Aguirre, resident doctor of their 
Methodist Medical clinic. The clinic 
used to receive 25-30 patients a day; 
this has now increased to over 40.  

The full video is available for download 
from www.methodist.org.uk/mission/
world-church/caribbean-the-americas/
el-salvador.
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“No longer abandoned”

Mission partner 
Maura Cook in 
the classroom. 

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/caribbean-the-americas/el-salvador
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/caribbean-the-americas/el-salvador
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/caribbean-the-americas/el-salvador
mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Church and politics 

Steve Pearce, partnership 
coordinator for Asia and the 
Pacific, recently visited the 

Methodist Church in Fiji. 

“Both the nation of Fiji and the 
Methodist Church there had a 
new start in 2014,” writes Steve. 
“A general election ended eight 
years of difficult relationships 

between the Methodist Church in 
Fiji and a military government led 
by Frank Bainimarama – the only 
time in Pacific history a church 
has been attacked so seriously 
by its government. The Methodist 
governance process – including 

the Conference and Divisional 
meetings – was shut down as well 
as the main fundraising events 
(including the biggest choir festival 
in the world). Members responded 
by paying 100% of their church levy 
and the Methodist Church in Britain 
began paying an annual grant to 
the Methodist Church Fiji aimed 
at registering church land and 
increasing its income generation 
potential.” 

The Standing Committee members 
still have a court case pending 
against them, but leaders have held 
meetings with government leaders, 
including Frank Bainimarama, who 
is now Prime Minister, and with 
leaders of the opposition. There is 
a general feeling that relationships 
have largely been restored and that 
the Methodist Conference will take 
place this year in its normal form. 
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For more information, please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

XeNOphobia

Stephen and Jane Day are 
two of our newest mission 
partners. They are based in 

Germiston, South Africa. 

“The xenophobia which has touched 
the lives of many people we know 
and love in Germiston has not 
put us at any greater risk,” writes 
Stephen, “which is ironic when you 
consider that we are much more 
‘foreign’ than those from Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, Malawi and Nigeria 

who have borne the brunt of the 
recent xenophobia.

“Jane and I were asked to put 
together a team of people to serve 
food to 800 people displaced 
from a local settlement. It was 
unbelievably horrible to see a 
pavement full of people carrying all 
their meagre possessions as they 
felt too afraid to remain where they 
lived. It was moving and humbling 
to be alongside Zimbabwean church 
members themselves experiencing 
xenophobia as we ministered to the 

displaced people. Our members 
have thankfully not suffered physical 
violence, but they have felt afraid to 
go out, have been on medication for 
stress, and had trouble sleeping. 

“Whilst thankfully the violence has 
subsided, the legacy lives on.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

For more information,  

please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@

methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Nepal: a double descent 

On 25 April, an earthquake of 
7.8 magnitude shook Nepal. 
In the weeks since then 

there have been numerous smaller 
aftershocks.    

“As I write, the death toll has 
passed 8,000,” says Malcolm 
Ramsay.  “Those treated for injuries 
number over 17,000. 

“Since the earthquake I have found 
my main source of spiritual comfort 

in the Old Testament book of 
Lamentations. As a whole the book 
is a searing expression of grief, of 
protest, of lament. Nonetheless, 
I have found something lacking. 
It seems that the impact of the 
destruction of Jerusalem fell equally 
on all of its inhabitants. The same 
cannot be said of the earthquake in 
Nepal. In terms of the dreadful loss 
of life, of limb, and of livelihood, 
there is no doubt that in Nepal the 
calamity has fallen predominantly 

on those who were already poor and 
vulnerable.

“As we try to continue our work 
and lives in this stricken, post-
earthquake country of Nepal, we 
give great thanks to God that the 
Jesus we follow and seek to serve 
is not merely our companion who 
comes alongside us in the school 
of suffering. Much more than that, 
he has personally plunged to the 
depths of human suffering.”

Migration woes

I’m not very good at long car 
journeys. When our students 
leave the seminary, many are 

posted to the Bamenda area, up in 
the highlands in the north west of 
Anglophone Cameroon. Bamenda 
is a beautiful place, but the journey 
there is tedious.

As I was complaining, one of my 
fellow passengers said, “Rev, this is 
nothing. I once travelled to Morocco 
by bus.” 

“What happened?” I asked. His 
answer really hit me hard. He spent 
two weeks roasting in a bus that 

reached oven temperatures as it 
crossed the largest desert in the 
world. He stopped eating in order 
to conserve money. People who 
did not have  enough money were 
reduced to the most degrading acts 
in order to continue the journey. 
“Rev,” he said, “I saw and heard 
things I cannot repeat. When I 
eventually reached Morocco and 
they took me to the boats leaving 
for Europe, I had a change of heart. 
I can’t swim. When I heard about 
the people who drowned, I just 
wanted to come back home. It was 
too terrible.”

What is it that these people are 
really seeking? Is it education, 
healthcare or wealth? I don’t 
presume to know what drives them. 
All I know is that I have taken all 
this stuff for granted. I’ve grown up 
in a nation that gives its citizens 
practically everything they need to 
make something of themselves – so 
much so that many Cameroonians 
would be willing to sacrifice 
everything to get to it. 
 
You can read Daniel Pratt Morris 
Chapman’s full newsletter at  
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/
world-church/africa/cameroon.

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/africa/cameroon
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/africa/cameroon
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FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

The ‘Kenyan’ way of doing things

Claire Smithson is a 
mission partner working 
at Maua Methodist 

Hospital in Kenya. 

Claire writes: “On a Friday evening 
in December I was sat in a heap 
on the settee watching some 
nonsense on the TV trying to 
unwind after a long and difficult 
week. Around 8pm I got a 
text message from Gitonga, a 
colleague, that his son George 
had been mugged in Nairobi and 
been hit on the head. Later I was 
told George had been taken to a 
private hospital and was awaiting 
a CT scan. The scan showed a 
bleed around the brain. Now I 
got worried and discussed with 

Gitonga that George needed 
urgent admission. 

“The surgery took around five 
hours. George has since made a 
full recovery. The week following 
George’s discharge he came up 
to Maua to recuperate and here I 
believe as Christians we can learn 
from the ‘Kenyan’ way of doing 
things. Every evening one group 
or another went to visit the family 
and give thanks to God for sparing 
George’s life. George shared his 
story with the groups which also 
helped him overcome the trauma 
of what had happened.

“Sometimes when I feel 
overwhelmed, or discouraged, or 
wonder what I am doing in a place 
like Maua, I look at people like 
Gitonga’s family and see such 
steadfastness in their Christian 
belief. I see the Church in action 
and the acknowledgement of God 
in our lives, not only the asking but 
the great thanksgiving, and then 
I am humbled and encouraged at 
the same time.”

Claire’s full newsletter is available 
online at www.methodist.org.uk/
mission/world-church/africa/
kenya/claire-smithson.

Volunteer ‘meet-and-greeters’ wanted
If you: 
 enjoy meeting people from different countries
 live in London, and 
 are willing to spare a morning or afternoon  

on Sunday 21 June, Monday 22 June or Tuesday 23 June,

then... we would love to hear from you!

The World Church Relationships team will be welcoming 
representatives from all over the world for this year’s Conference 
and pre-Conference consultation. We need volunteers to meet them 
at either Heathrow or Gatwick airport when they arrive. All travel 
expenses will be covered. 

To find out more, email Syntiche Dedji at dedjis@methodistchurch.org.uk

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

For more information, please contact Bunmi Olayisade at  
wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/africa/kenya/claire-smithson
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/africa/kenya/claire-smithson
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/africa/kenya/claire-smithson
mailto:dedjis%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Making waves   

Waciwaci District School 
(pronounced “wathiwathi”) 
is just 20m from the rapidly 

encroaching sea.The four-classroom 
school has recently been given the 
accolade of being the first school 
in Fiji to be identified for relocation 
because of climate change.  

For many years, school reports have 
recorded regular inundation from 
the sea. “The school playground 
floods 4-6 times a term,” said acting 
head teacher Inoke Covutimabula, 
“and the inside of the kindergarten 
classroom is often awash with 
water.” Outdoor lessons are 
obviously disrupted by the flooding, 
but extensive inundation brings 
school closure, and the students 
are sent home.

In 2002, a coral seawall was built 
to help stave off the effects of the 

advancing sea, but it wasn’t long 
before that was washed away. Then 
in 2004, after many years of pleas 
and rebuff, a team of education 
officials was visiting Lakeba Island 
- to deliver routine maintenance 
grants - when they were caught 
in a king tide at Waciwaci primary 
school. Only then was there the 
realisation of the seriousness of 
the situation; something had to 
happen. Now, some ten years later, 
conditions have worsened; the 
erosion of the shore is accelerating, 

and there is urgent need for action.

On the last afternoon of term, all 
of the 45 students eagerly and 
promptly raised their hands when 
asked if they wanted their school 
to relocate. It took a little longer 
for each student – some as young 
as six – to sign the obligatory 
participation list! 

BY JULIA EDWARDS

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

“Just checking”

Bag packed? checked

Door opened?  checked

Passport in hand?  checked

Gadgets and chargers packed?  
checked

Water bottle filled?  checked

Torch in bag?  checked

You might wonder what all this 
checking is about…

Last Thursday at about 10pm, I 
was relaxing in the living room 
when all of a sudden the house 
started shaking furiously and 
things started falling from the 
shelves and table.

The tremor lasted under a minute. I 
noticed my neighbours standing by 
their door and not panicking. The 
lights went off during the shaking. 
Minutes later, my neighbours were 
singing on their balcony. 

A volunteer friend of mine who lives 
a 15-minute drive away suggested 
packing, hence the check list 
above. I found out from the Internet 
that it was an earthquake of 6.8 
magnitude. I wasn’t sure I would 
sleep that night and sat by the open 
door for a long while before later 
going to bed. My passport was with 
the principal’s wife at the time. The 
next morning she gave it to me 

advising I keep it on me in case of 
emergency.

On Friday, I was in Kokopo attending 
a surprise party planned for a 
volunteer friend turning 30. At 
about 6.30pm there was another 
earthquake. This lasted for over a 
minute and scored 6.8. This is very 
scary, especially in the aftermath of 
what happened in Nepal. 

I’m hanging in there. Life goes on…  
BY WANDE EBOFIN

You can read more from Wande on 
her blog: pngtips1.wordpress.com/.

http://pngtips1.wordpress.com/
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, partner 
organisations, NMA postholders, 
scholarship students and mission 
partners that you regularly read 
about in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 

through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: the 
Methodist Church World Mission 

Fund, Methodist Church House, 
25 Marylebone Road, London 
NW1 5JR. Please make cheques 
payable to ‘Methodist Church 
World Mission Fund’.

Youth from the United 
Methodist Church in 
Eurasia-Russia.

Pray for Nepal in the aftermath 
of the earthquakes, especially for 
those in the rural areas who have 
been hardest hit.

Pray for the inhabitants of Papua 
New Guinea who have also had 
some earthquakes. 

Thank God for improved relations 
between the Methodist Church 
in Fiji and the Fiji government. 
Please pray that these good 
relations continue.

Pray for all those seeking refuge 
in other countries, and the 
ongoing migrant crisis. Pray for 
the relatives of those who have 
lost their lives.

Thank God for Claire Smithson 
in Kenya, and pray for those who 
are overwhelmed or discouraged.

Pray for the students and staff of 
Waciwaci District School - that 
they remain safe in their current 
location, while awaiting the 
school relocation.

Thank God for the Methodist 
Church in El Salvador, and for all 
it is doing to sow seeds of hope 
in its local context. 

Please pray for the Days, that 
they continue to settle into 
life in Germiston, and with the 
Methodist Church in Southern 
Africa. 

PRAYER POINTS

http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate
http://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate

