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“How very good and 
pleasant it is when 

kindred live together 
in unity! It is like the 

precious oil on the 
head, running down 
upon the beard, on 
the beard of Aaron, 
running down over 

the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew of 

Hermon, which falls on 
the mountains of Zion. 

For there the LORD 
ordained his blessing, 

life forevermore.”
Psalms 133 (NRSV)

Contents
Partner Churches and 

organisations 
Cover -page 4

Mission partner news 
page 5

Prayer points 
page 6

Four more years

On Sunday 15 March, a 
congregation of more than 
2,500 people celebrated the 

election of Bishop Ricardo Pereira Diaz 
to lead the Methodist Church in Cuba 
for another four years. 

The Methodist Church in Cuba has 
strong links with British Methodists in 
the Newcastle and Cumbria District, 
and so during the service, prayers 
were said for the people of the North 
of England, especially the shepherding 
communities. 

At the point where the Bishop was re-
dedicated to his office, a shepherd’s 
crook was handed to him, symbolic 
of his role as pastor to all the 
people of the Methodist Church in 
Cuba. The crook was a gift from the 

Revd Tom Quenet, Superintendent 
of the Methodist Church’s Tynedale 
Circuit. Tom has been a friend of the 
Methodist Church in Cuba for over 15 
years and has worked with Bishop 
Ricardo Pereira at making it the largest 
Methodist Church in the Caribbean, 
with over 40,000 members. 

Members of the Methodist Church in 
Cuba are not very wealthy, but a key 
principle of the Church is that money 
is not the only thing that people can 
give. At the time of the celebration a 
member of the church celebrated a 
significant birthday, the tradition at 
such celebrations is to serve roast 
pork. This church member brought 
a whole roast pig, which was shared 
amongst the congregation, along with 
food brought by other members.

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Bishop Ricardo Pereira receives the shepherd’s crook. 

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Healing memories 

Storytelling is a powerful 
means of conveying 
positive values that shape 

our history, culture and society. 
Sadly, it has often been used to 
convey hatred, bitterness and 
revenge instead.

Sri Lanka has been through 
prolonged ethnic conflict with 
roots as far back as the pre-
independence colonial era, 
followed by a horrific 30-year war.  
Even today, violence and injustice 
are rampant in many spheres of 
Sri Lankan life. 

The National Christian Council of 
Sri Lanka (NCC), in partnership 
with South African NGO the 
Institute for Healing of Memories 
(IHOM), has begun a process of 
creating safe and sacred spaces 
for Sri Lankans to share their 
stories.  

IHOM seeks to contribute to the 
healing journey of individuals. 
Their work is grounded in the 

belief that we are all in need of 
healing, because of what we have 
done, what we have failed to 
do, and what has been done to 
us. They also believe that every 
person has a story to tell and that 
every story needs a listener.

Kubiendhra and Kulathaiabel 
(pictured here with Partnership 
Coordinator Steve Pearce) were 
fighters in the civil war. The 
Methodist Church has helped 

them set up a business repairing 
computers and mobile phones. 
They say that IHOM’s workshops 
enabled them to move on from 
hatred and resentment, and that 
the Church has helped them 
develop a livelihood.
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Exam fever

Here’s an update from 
the Matthew Rusike 
Children’s Home (MRCH) in 

Zimbabwe, which recently opened 
a new examination centre. 

They write: “The examination 
centre has been used for O-levels. 
Can you imagine how we felt when 
we saw our students sitting in 
the hall ready to write their first 

national examinations and being 
the first students at MRCH College 
to do so? We as a team feel a 
sense of achievement against all 
odds. And guess what? Two of our 
students on the Community Based 
Care (CBC) programme were 
among the highest!

“As a team we embrace the 
coming of A-level students. It 
would be wonderful to see them 
through to university. We started 
with commercial studies, arts 

and humanities. We very much 
want sciences because they open 
many doors for our students, but 
we do need a science lab to be 
able to do that. However if we get 
adequate apparatus we can start 
by introducing biology which needs 
less practical work, unlike physics 
and chemistry.”

For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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Exciting partnership for new circuit 

Last September, the Circuit 
Assembly of the Aire & 
Calder Circuit (Leeds District) 

agreed to a list of 12 mission 
objectives the circuit’s member 
churches would pursue. One of 
these was to develop a mission 
partnership with the Methodist 
Church of Italy (OPCEMI), who had 
expressed an interest in seeing 
the benefits (and drawbacks) of a 
newly created larger circuit. 

In February, a group of Italian 
Methodists visited Aire & Calder 
Circuit for a week. They visited 
refurbished churches, learned 
about safeguarding and attended 
a Local Preachers’ meeting. At 
the Circuit Assembly they spoke 
about Methodism in Italy. Later, 
they spoke about their personal 
faith journeys and experience 
of migration – a key issue for 
Italian Methodists. They enjoyed 
fish and chips, and spent time 

with Breakthru’ (a youth project 
in Horbury) and at Trinity Night 
Shelter in Castleford.  

“We hope this will be the start 
of longer term relationships with 
Methodists in Italy,” says Circuit 
Steward Colin Ride. “The fruit 
for both will be new insights and 
learning into mission, building 

cross-cultural friendships and 
maybe building partnerships 
between local churches as well as 
the circuit.”

For more information, 
please contact Roy 

Crowder at wcr.europe@
methodistchurch.org.uk

School issues

Members of the World 
Church Relationships 
Team recently met with 

Li Ling, a member of our Chinese 
partner, the Amity Foundation. Li 
Ling is mainly responsible for the 
coordination and management of 
Amity’s rural education projects 
– specifically school building and 
reconstruction in rural areas. 

“In China, some village schools 
are in bad condition,” Li Ling 
explains. “They need repair, but 

are neglected due to their size 
or location. With no other choice, 
teachers and students can only 
stay in the old, poor campuses.”

The Chinese government 
introduced the Rural Primary 
School Closing or Merging 
Programme: a policy intended to 
encourage centralised schooling. 
As a result of this, however, 
children living in remote villages 
may need to travel long distances 
to attend school. 

In recent years, boarding schools 

have sprung up. But some of 
these have poor living conditions 
and inadequate facilities. Visiting 
one such boarding school, Li Ling 
says, “I saw the most broken 
down campus, the most difficult 
environment to study, but also the 
purest smiles and brightest eyes.”

You can read Li Ling’s full article 
on this issue online at www.
amityfoundation.org/eng/village-
schools-which-should-not-be-pulled-
down.
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MWM World Mission Conference 2015

Voice Still Small?
A world mission conference about the Pacific

29-31 May 2015 

Give a weekend to hearing the voices of Christians in the Pacific and listen for the still small voice 
speaking through the insights, stories and songs of the liquid continent.

 Explore Pacific culture
 Hear and join in stories and music
 Investigate Pacific theology
 Examine the consequences of climate change

Speakers include serving Methodist mission partners.  
Singers from the Pacific will challenge and inspire you. 

For more information email Steve Pearce wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk  
or visit the MWM website: mwm.org.uk/conferences

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

“What peace really means”

Colombia has a long history 
of civil war, and the violence 
is unfortunately still 

ongoing. The Colombian Methodist 
Church is mostly made up of 
Afro-Colombians, rural dwellers, 
indigenous people and people 
who have been displaced through 
violence. All of these groups suffer 
significant inequality and poverty. 

Challenged by seeing how the war 
has affected children in Colombia, 
Juan Cardona Marin successfully 
applied for the SALT scheme. He 
is currently on the Corrymeela 
Community’s one-year volunteering 
programme in Northern Ireland.

Juan applied for the volunteer 
programme with the intention 
“to learn more about the peace 
process, and what this thing called 
‘peace’ really means”. Although 
only seven months into the 
programme, he says it has been 
one of the greatest blessings he 
has ever had in his life. “Although 
it has been a big challenge, I have 
known myself better during these 
past seven months than in the 
past twenty-five years of my life,” 
he says. 

“Reconciliation does not start 
with the government; it starts with 
me. I want to know if Colombia is 

ready for peace. We need to start 
working with people; seeing if 
they understand what peace really 
means, and to go into churches 
and allow people to forgive 
themselves and start the process 
of reconciliation.”

mailto:wcr.admin%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Building community   

Barry and Gillian Sloan, 
mission partners in 
Chemnitz in Germany, are 

originally from Northern Ireland. 
Barry is director of evangelism 
for the German United Methodist 
Church. Gillian is part of the 
launch team of a fresh expression 
of Church called INSPIRE. 

“Almost three years ago a small 
team of volunteers and visionaries 
came together to dream about 
how God could use us to be a 
blessing to the Brühl quarter in 
Chemnitz city,” they write. “Before 
we had our premises on the 
Brühl, we met once a week in 
team members’ homes to pray, 
discuss, share and plan. At the 
moment there are eight members 

of the INSPIRE team. All of us are 
volunteers with busy lives, but 
with a calling to serve the Brühl 
however and whenever we can. 

“On 17 January, we celebrated 
the official opening of INSPIRE. 
Over 100 people came, creating 
a wonderful atmosphere. We had 
the opportunity to share our vision 
for INSPIRE, which is summed up 
in our name and our motto: with 
God’s help we hope to inspire 
people, touching their hearts and 
motivating them to get themselves 
involved in the rejuvenation of their 
neighborhood. We want to help 
build community on the Brühl, and 
be a blessing to others. The next 
months will be exciting for us – 
and probably exhausting too!”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

A time for work…  
and a time to relax   

The Revds Stephen and 
Jane Day are new mission 
partners, based in Germiston 

and serving with the Methodist 
Church Southern Africa. 

They write: “The writer of 
Ecclesiastes describes a variety 
of times and seasons which we 
experience in life. We use this as 
a means of reflecting upon our 
first few months in South Africa. 
Ministry began at Germiston 
Central on Christmas Day and 
has been a whirlwind ever since! 
At times Steve has struggled to 
understand the complexity of the 
church with its three congregations 
of different cultures, but it is 

getting easier. Jane is growing 
into her role as gender justice 
coordinator for the Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa, as 
well as exploring other areas of 
ministry with the Bishop.

“We enjoyed a fantastic weekend 
away in Pilanesberg National Park, 
seeing some amazing animals and 
birds, including a close encounter 
with an elephant!

“We would like to thank everyone 
for their amazing support during 
these last few months. The 
emails, telephone calls, and gifts 
all mean so much to us.”
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

A member of the Methodist Church in Cuba, unable to bring a money offering, 
brought a whole roast pig as an offering to share with the Church the joy of 
celebrating her birthday at the same time as Bishop Ricardo Pereira Diaz was 
re-elected bishop of the Methodist Church in Cuba.

Pray for Barry and Gillian Sloan, 
as well as the INSPIRE team, 
as they seek to serve the Brühl 
however they can. 

Pray for Stephen and Jane Day; 
for clarity and wisdom in all they 
do, and that they continue to 
develop good relationships with 
people.

Pray for the Institute for Healing 
of Memories (IHOM), and for the 
individuals being blessed by their 
ministry.

Thank God for the steps towards 
peace in Colombia, and for 
Juan, that God may use him in 
reconciliation work there.   

Pray for children in rural 
and boarding schools in 
China, learning in difficult 
circumstances. 

Pray for the Methodist Church 
in Cuba and re-elected Bishop 
Ricardo Pereira Diaz.   

Pray for the Aire & Calder 
Circuit’s new partnership with the 
Methodist Church of Italy.

Thank God for the success of 
Matthew Rusike students in their 
recent exams.

PRAYER POINTS
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