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“For thus said the Lord 
GOD, the Holy One of 

Israel: In returning and 
rest you shall be saved; 

in quietness and in 
trust shall be your 

strength.” 
Isaiah 30:15 NRSV
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The Revd Ian Smart (a Methodist minister and radio presenter) visited a prison 
in Nepal with our partner organisation, Prison Fellowship Nepal (PFN).

As we entered into the cell block 
at rear of Nakhu Prison in 
Kathmandu, I was immediately 

struck by how dark the corridor ahead 

of me was. There were men standing 

against the wall on either side; in 

places there were doorways into rooms 

where I could see 20 mattresses 

jammed together with a narrow gap 

running down the centre. Though I felt 

very uncomfortable, I was aware that 

for me, this experience would be very 

short-lived. For the men sentenced 

to stay here, however, the gloom and 

sense of threat are a way of life. 

At the end of the corridor, we stepped 

into a room that could not have been 

more different. It was bright and airy; 

light streamed through the windows, 

tables were spaced out and places for 

reading were available. Bookshelves 

were full of all sorts of books, even 

Bibles, all in good condition. This 

is one of the libraries that PFN has 

now placed in all but two of Nepal’s 

prisons. 

 

Dinesh Neupane, the head of PFN, 
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Behind bars
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Prison library in Nakhu, Nepal
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seeks to share God’s love with those whose freedom 
has been taken away by the Nepali courts. In many 
cases in Nepal, if you are sentenced to a jail term, it 
used to be expected that your children would go with 
you.  With support from the Methodist Church, PFN 
now runs two orphanages for many of these children, 
as well as a sponsorship programme to allow many 
more to stay within the communities of which they 
are a part. This enables schooling to continue and 

some sort of life for those whose families are often 
already in crisis.

Through Christians working together, we will make 
a difference to enable the people of Nepal to 
help themselves out of the disaster of the recent 
earthquakes. By working together, hopefully we can 
bring some light and hope into the dark and threatening 
places that many Nepalis have to live with every day.

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

For more information, please contact Steve Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

Celebrating partnership
by Liz Marriott  

(MWiB Communications Officer 
2011-2016)

On the evening of 4 July, 
Methodist Women in 
Britain (MWiB) and the 

World Church Relationships 
Team had a joint Conference 
fringe event. Stories, songs and 
achievements from near and far 
were all woven into an evening of 
sharing and celebrating (below). 

The Revd Mirella Manocchio, from 
the Methodist Waldesian Union in 

Italy, gave an overview of the work 
being done in Sicily to help provide 
“Safe corridors” for vulnerable 
people from North Africa. Mr 
Edzaire Paul explained how 
Methodists in Haiti are celebrating 
200 years of Methodism.

The Revd Dr Tevita Banivanua 
gave us an insight into the ways 
in which rising sea levels are 
affecting communities in Fiji, 
where there is an ever-present 
threat of flooding from storm 
surges. 

The Revd Purity Malinga told 

us about the celebrations to 
commemorate the anniversary of 
the ordination of women in South 
Africa. Since the first ordinations, 
women’s ministry has moved 
forward and the first woman 
bishop has been consecrated.

In amongst the reports from 
World Church representatives, 
MWiB said some farewells 
and welcomes. Sue Wally was 
crowned the winner of the MWiB 
writing competition, From Deep 
Within, with a piece entitled How 
Beautiful.

Finally, Gillian Womersley reported 
on the fundraising that MWiB  
have done. A cheque for over 
£78,000 for the Dalit Solidarity 
Partnership was presented to 
David Friswell (representing the 
World Church Team) and Alwan 
Masih (from the Church of North 
India). As the evening came to a 
close, we were blessed in Swedish 
by the Revd Charlotte Thaarup 
from the UMC Northern Europe 
Conference.

continued from page 1
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THANK YOU
A message from Bishop Silvio 
Cevallos, leader of the Methodist 
Church in Ecuador.

Many thanks for your timely 
help. The truth is that we 
were greatly saddened 

and pained by the lives lost and 
by the suffering – especially that 
experienced by those with special 
needs. 

We are thankful for the generous 
hearts of our brothers and sisters 
from Great Britain. Your financial 
solidarity was the first to arrive, 
allowing us to help in two stages. 
Firstly, we delivered food to the 
cities. We then identified and 
went into the areas where the 
government wasn’t delivering aid. 
Up until now, nothing has been 
delivered to these places. 

We have been able to help more 
than 400 families, providing them 
with non-perishable and essential 
foodstuffs which can feed a 

family for 15 days. We have also 
delivered toothpaste, personal 
hygiene kits and nappies.   

Your help has been a great 
expression of social holiness, 
distinguishing the Methodist 
Church from other churches. At 
the beginning everyone offered 
help, but now that we are most 
in need they have all gone. In the 
last few weeks there have been 
strong tremors; please pray with 
us that all remains calm.

On Thursday 14 July in 
Nice, France, 84 people 
died when a lorry drove 

into a large crowd that had 
been watching a fireworks 
display marking the end of 
Bastille Day. In the wake of 
the attack, the World Church 
Relationships Team sent a 
letter of condolence to l'Église 
Protestante Unie de France 
(the United Protestant Church 
in France, or EPUF), one of our 
Partner Churches.

On behalf of EPUF, the 
Revd Laurent Schlumberger 
responded: “Many thanks for 
your message of solidarity 
and prayer during this difficult 
and emotional moment where 
so many feelings mingle and 
intertwine. Your support is 
valuable, reminding us that we 
are members one of another, 
and that together, we can trust 
in God.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

For more information, please 
contact Roy Crowder at wcr.
europe@methodistchurch.

org.uk

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

THIS PICTURE AND ABOVE: Distributing food in earthquake-affected areas 
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Encounter Worldwide

Anne Baldwin is coming to the end of a three-
month volunteering term with Encounter World-
wide – a short-term volunteering programme for 

Christians aged 18 and above. She has been working 
at the Theological College Lanka, in Sri Lanka. 

“I received a very warm welcome,” Anne says. “The 
campus is spread out over a good number of acres 
with buildings dotted around the site. The freshers 
arrived at the beginning of May, and I accompanied 
them on most of their induction programme over 
nearly four weeks. During this time I assessed their 
level of English and then drew up and delivered a 
programme over the following two months. 
 
“Faculty staff and students have been most kind, 

helpful and generous with their time and hospitality. I 
feel I have received far more than I have given. Their 
strength of faith is remarkable and encouraging. I 
feel my faith has been re-energised. I have kept up 
to date with the main goings on in Britain while I’ve 
been here. I was very surprised following the result of 
the referendum how so many people I met wanted to 
discuss the matter – even students with little English. 
The farewells are going to be very emotional.”

Meet the interns

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Esther Ao (below) and Neelam Gaikwad (right) 
are two of the interns currently working at 
the internship programme run by the National 

Council of Churches in India (NCCI). 

Esther works with the Commission on Dalits, Tribals 
and Adivasis. She helps organise the Commission’s 
programmes – a job that includes providing 
educational materials about the difficulties faced 
by Dalits, Tribals and Adivasis, who are 

regarded as the 
lowest in Indian 
society. She also 
helps in campaigning 
for the rights of 
these people. Esther 
comes from the 
Baptist Church and 
is really appreciating 
the opportunity 
to work alongside 
others from a wide 
variety of Christian 
backgrounds.

Neelam works with 
the Commission 
on Communication 
and Relations. She 
describes this as 
“the face of the 
NCCI” in that it is 
responsible for the 
website, blogs, 
newsletters and 
e-newsletters. She 
also works on the IT helpdesk. 
Neelam comes from a Methodist background and 
used to work for international Christian radio. She 
has also started an organisation aimed at informing 
Dalit women about their rights.

The World Mission Fund gave the NCCI internship 
programme a grant of £12,000 this year. Peter 
Hancock, Chair of the Northampton District, met 
Esther and Neelam during a visit to the NCCI 
Quadrennial Assembly in Jabalpur on behalf of the 
Methodist Church in Britain.
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

2015 was a fruitful year for the Agro-Pastoral Centre of Amoussoukopé in Togo; 
as well as establishing relationships with local villagers and sharecroppers, the 
centre had a great pineapple harvest. An NMA grant from the World Mission 
Fund helps to keep the centre going.

Pray for all those in Ecuador, and for the 
Methodist Church there, as they help people 
rebuild their lives following the earthquake. 

Thank God for all our partnerships with 
Methodist Churches all around the world. Pray 
that these continue to be strengthened. 

Praise God for the testimonies of the young 
interns from the National Council of Churches in 
India (NCCI). Pray that God continues to guide 
them in all they do. 

Praise God for the work being carried out by 
Prison Fellowship Nepal.

Please pray for l’Église Protestante Unie de 
France (EPUF), and for everyone in Nice, as 
they continue to deal with the aftermath of the 
recent attack. 

PRAYER POINTS
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