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“Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they 
will be filled.”

Matthew 5:6 (NRSV)
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Heads of Methodist Churches 
from across Africa witnessed 
the formation of the Africa 

Methodist Council at the Heads of 
Churches Summit, which took place in 
Ghana last October.

The Africa Methodist Council is a 
pan-African association of Methodist, 
Wesleyan, and related Uniting and 
United Churches. It is set to encourage 
Methodist unity in witness, facilitating 
mission in Africa, and fostering 
ecumenical and inter faith activities.

The participants at the summit had 
the rare privilege of paying a courtesy 
visit to the Ashanti King, Otumfuo Osei 

Tutu II. The King said he was glad that 
it was in the Kingdom under his charge 
that such a great movement will be 
officially born. 

Presiding Bishop of Methodist Church 
Ghana, the Most Revd Titus Awotwi 
Pratt, offered prayers for the King 
and his kingdom. All the delegates 
were delighted to have had such an 
opportunity to experience such a deep 
cultural heritage kept intact in the 
Ashanti Kingdom. 

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

For more information, please 
contact Bunmi Olayisade at  

wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

Participants at the Heads of Churches Summit

Africa Methodist Council is born

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

“All one in Christ” 

The United Church of Zambia 
brought a year of golden 
jubilee celebrations to a 

close with a service of worship at 
Nkana Stadium in Kitwe on Sunday 
17 January. 

“The weather was gracious to us 
on the day,” says mission partner 
Keith Waddell. “On Saturday 
evening, the Mindolo congregation 
hosted an evening prayer service 
at the place where, and on the 
anniversary when the UCZ came 
into being on 16 January 1965. 
The meeting continued amidst a 
heavy, much-needed and much-
prayed-for downpour of frontal rain.”

The service began with a march 
by the combined Boy’s Brigade 
Band and the Girls Brigade 
Majorettes. The salute was taken 
by His Excellency, the Republican 
President, Mr Edgar Chagwa Lungu 
and the Synod Bishop.

Revd Silwenga opened in prayer 
followed by the Boys Brigade Band 
who then struck up the National 
Anthem. Revd Kazovu constituted 

the gathering to officially close 
the Golden Jubilee Celebrations 
which had reminded us of our 
oneness with God, each other 
and in Jesus Christ and had led 
us to recommitting ourselves 
to proclaiming the Gospel and 
further unity in the fullness of life. 
It commemorated the comings 
together of the Church of Scotland 
and London Missionary Society at 
Chitambo on 1 December 1945; 
they were then joined by the Union 
of Churches on the Copperbelt 
on 26 July 1958  at Mindolo. 
Finally on 16 January 1965 the 
United Church of Zambia was 
formed at Mindolo with the Church 
of Barotseland and Methodist 
Missionary Society entering the 
then United Church of Central 
Africa in Rhodesia.

As a sign of commitment to the 
proclamation of the gospel for 
the next 50 years, Deaconess 
Mabel Sichali (together with 
four representatives from the 
Boys Brigade, Girls Brigade, 
Men’s Christian Fellowship and 
Women’s Christian Fellowship) 

presented a banner, a light and 
a Bible to the Synod Bishop and 
General Secretary. The Copperbelt 
Presbytery Bishop then offered a 
prayer of thanksgiving.

Are you passionate about Jesus?

Do you want to put your faith into action in another part of the world? 
Do you want to work alongside local communities, deepening your faith  
and knowledge of global justice and development? 
Are you willing to spend 6-12 months overseas, meeting exciting people? 
Are you ready for a life-changing challenge, putting your skills to good  
use and learning new ones?

If you answered YES to these questions, then Encounter Worldwide could be for YOU!  
To find out more, visit www.methodist.org.uk/encounterworldwide

Eastern Presbytery Bishop in Ngoni attire

President Edgar Lungu making his speech

http://www.methodist.org.uk/encounterworldwide
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Hitting the ground running 

I began ministering in my first 
week as I was taking over 
from the Revd Asiri P Perera 

who was inducted as President 
of the Conference in August. It 
was a different experience than 
that of the British conference 
and although interesting, it was 
also a time of getting used to 
the humidity and very tiring. I 
was pleased to meet the British 
representative, the Revd Rob 
Hilton from the Leeds circuit. We 
had the opportunity to visit the 
tea plantations in the hill country 
where we were inspired by the 

ministry amongst the plantation 
workers.

In my first weeks I had to learn 
very quickly how to dress myself 
in a sari, so that I was able to 
wear the white sari, the official 
clerical dress for women ministers 
during the Conference. The last 
few months have been a time 
of orientation, getting used to 
the weather, food and a different 
culture. It’s been a time of meeting 
the congregation and the many 
ministries of Kollupitiya Methodist 
Church, as well as visiting the sick 

and housebound. It has also been 
a time of watching and learning 
and probably getting some things 
wrong! However I am grateful for 
the patience of those I have the 
privilege of ministering alongside. 
Since my arrival we have found 
ourselves ministering to many 
Pakistani refugees who have 
horrific stories of persecution as 
believers in Christ. Our brothers 
and sisters worship with us, 
have joined a bible study and 
have started their own Urdu 
monthly service. Although this is a 
challenging time we thank God for 
his goodness and provision.

I am grateful to the young adults 
from the Soup Bowl, and being 
able to go out on the streets 
feeding the homeless, praying 
and sharing God’s love with them 
weekly. One man who is a Hindu 
begged us not to go, as he thought 
God would go with us and he was 
desperate for prayer. After a time 
of prayer he said, “God is good!” 
What a glorious moment with 
those who are hungry and thirsty 
for righteousness. God is indeed 
good.

Steve Pearce writes: “It 
was good to see Angleena 
looking so happy and 

to hear enthusiastic stories 
from her pastoral ministry at 
Kollupittiya Church. Kollupittiya 
Church is a historic place; 
built in 1854, it is where the 
autonomous Ceylon Methodist 
Conference was constituted 

in 1964 and its site contains 
the Church headquarters and 
Methodist College as well as a 
block of shops and offices which 
provides rental income for the 
Church. The congregation is 
large, mixed and has many gifted 
and devoted members sustaining 
a wide variety of ministries and 
activities. There is a monthly 

Urdu service which Angleena 
has encouraged in response to 
the growing presence of people 
from Pakistan who are seeking 
refuge and asylum in Sri Lanka. 
Her gifts are clearly being 
exercised and appreciated. The 
new President said he and the 
congregation are 100%  
pleased.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

“I thank God for sending 
me as a mission partner 

to Sri Lanka and the 
opportunity to be in such  

a beautiful country 
amongst beautiful 

hospitable people.”

Writes Angleena Keizer, who 
has recently started her first 
year of service in Colombo,  
Sri Lanka. 
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FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

“Em pinis!”*  
by Wande Ebofin

Yes – my first term as a 
mission partner has come 
to an end. I thank God for 

the privilege to serve the United 
Church in Papua New Guinea for 
the past two and a half years. 
It’s been great experiencing the 
diverse cultures, working with the 
nationals, making new friends 
and eating local produce (despite 
some challenges!).

One of the traditions when you 
are about to leave, is being roped 
in to speak to groups. In the last 
couple of months, I spoke to the 
Grade 10 students during their 
dedication, to the graduating 

mothers of the School of Theology 
and Mission (STM) in Rarongo on 
their retreat, and was rotated to 
preach to the Rarongo community.  

At STM the certificate course that 
started last year has now been 
upgraded to a diploma (Year 1) 
with the intention of STM reaching 
university status. For the second 
year running I was able to deliver 
the Mathematics and English 
courses I designed last year. The 
last batch consisted of 14 male 
students (no females). It was a 
bit challenging to start with, but 
by the end of the academic year, 
we had made some progress. 
I continued to lecture the 
women in keyboard skills and 
micro-enterprise. The Deputy 
Prime Minister of PNG was the 

guest speaker at the last STM 
graduation, and I had a picture 
taken with him. My status must be 
growing! 

In agreement with all stakeholders, 
it has been agreed that my next 
placement will be in the Niu Ailan 
region of PNG. This is the next 
island to East New Britain where 
I am now. The assignment will 
be similar to what I have just 
completed – working with the 
secondary school, pastors’ college 
and the United Church assembly. 
I thank God for enablement and 
wisdom. Also for your continued 
prayers and support. May you be 
richly blessed! 
 
(* Tokpisin for “it is finished”)

Really a year?    

Stephen and Jane Day can 
hardly believe how much 
time has flown since they 

started serving with the Methodist 
Church Southern Africa. 

“It seems hard for us to believe 
that it is nearly one year since 
we arrived in Germiston,” they 
say. “The good news is that we 
are functioning very well in an 
incredibly diverse culture; one in 
which we do not easily fit into any 
of the cultures – even those that 

seem closer to what we know at 
home.” 

One highlight of the past year 
for the Days has been the 

launch of Magnify, a leadership 
programme for women. “We wait 
in expectation of the ways in 
which God will use the women in 
Magnify,” the say. “There has been 
a fantastic response to the launch 
with 50 women participating, 
drawn from diverse backgrounds 
and representing 17 churches 
and seven denominations! We 
are delighted that a number of 
members from Germiston are part 
of this, and look forward to seeing 
how Magnify encourages this 
group of women in their leadership 
roles.”

For more information, please contact Steve Pearce at  
wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Two of the women who attended Magnify

http://www.methodistchurch.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news
mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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Inter faith work   

For the last five years, the 
Methodist Church in Britain 
has been funding Lakshman 

Rosa’s work as an inter faith 
officer with the Methodist  
Church Sri Lanka, via an NMA 
grant. 

Lakshman helps to produce an 
inter faith newsletter, as well 
as with setting up inter faith 
committees around Sri Lanka. 
He emphasises that the key is 
not simply to form committees 
which just sit and discuss ideas, 
but which identify local issues, 
working together to resolve them. 
Consequently, his work is varied, 
ranging from farming projects to 
healthcare projects. 

For example, in Anaradhapura, 
there is a very high incidence of 

kidney disease. Many farmers are 
affected by agricultural chemicals 
that cause irreparable kidney 
disease. Here, the councils 
have worked together to hold 
screening clinics in different 
villages in the area, where the 
villagers can see a nurse and 
one of two doctors who can help 
them identify whether or not they 
have the disease. “This inter 
faith work is crucial considering 
Sri Lanka’s post-conflict 
situation,” says Partnership 
Coordinator Steve Pearce. 

The Methodist Church Sri Lanka 
is committed to continuing its 
inter faith work. “I am an admirer 
of what has been done in this 
respect by Lakshman Rosa,” said 
Steve Pearce, during a recent 
visit. 

Working with 
words   

Constant Lokossou is 
a national in mission 
appointee with the Good 

Samaritan Hospital in Benin. 

At the hospital, Constant 
works as a translator, where he 
translates medical documents 
into English and French. He also 
works alongside mission partners 
Michael and Joanna Tettey, as 
an interpreter for the prenatal 
and post natal clinics Joanna 
runs. He also helps out with their 
health promotions and training 
workshops. 

“Constant is fulfilled and grateful 
to be part of this programme,” 
says Bunmi Olayisade, Partnership 
Coordinator for Africa.  “Hospital 
staff have given him feedback on 
improved employee relations at 
the hospital. They say staff morale 
has improved, with improved 
communication with management 
and other hospital departments.” 

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Constant Lokossou

The Inter faith Committee at Anaradhapura
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to ‘Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund’.

Several churches in Peru’s Huancavelica region have asked our partner 
organisation AMIPASTOR to develop lectures on looking after the environment 
from a Biblical and cultural perspective. AMIPASTOR broadcasts two weekly radio 
programmes locally; one of them, Yachasunchik Allin Kausananchikpaq (“let’s 
learn to live better”), gives basic information on looking after the environment 
and communal living. 

Pray for Jane and Stephen Day, and for Magnify, the 
women in leadership programme.

Please pray for Constant Lokossou in his work as 
translator/ interpreter for the Good Samaritan Hospital.

Pray for Lakshman Rosa’s work, and for the people of 
Anaradhapura as they manage the high rate of kidney 
disease caused by agricultural chemicals. 

Please uphold the partnership coordinators in prayer 
as they visit and strengthen relationships with Partner 
Churches around the world. 

 Pray for Angleena Keizer as she settles into her service 
as a mission partner in Sri Lanka.

Pray for Wande Ebofin as her first mission term served 
comes to an end, and as she prepares for her next 
placement. 

PRAYER POINTS

https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/

