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“The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because 
he has anointed me 
to bring good news 
to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim 
release to the 

captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind.”  

(Luke 4:18 NRSV)
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Love in action in a Mexican jail
During a recent trip to Mexico, former 
Youth President HAYLEY MOSS visited a 
local prison.

As I volunteer regularly in a prison 
back in the UK, I had   
 wondered whether I would get 

the opportunity to visit a Mexican 
one. I expected that this would not be 
likely, due to security checks (based 
on my experience of security checks in 
UK prisons) and it possibly being too 
dangerous (based on watching Prison 
Break!). However, I was happy to be 
welcomed along on the prison visit.

There was a group of 10 of us 
participating in the prison visit, 
members of the local Methodist and 
Salvation Army churches. We took 
each prisoner a torta (sandwich), half 
a concha (cake) and a cup of juice. 

We entered the prison with no security 
checks and I was surprised that we 
were able to take in our phones and 
even a knife to cut the cakes.

The food we brought was gratefully 
received by most, although I was 
surprised at the number of men who 
would not rise from their sleep to 
receive the food and drink, even when 
shouted at and kicked by cellmates. 
I wondered whether this was due to 
tiredness, influence of drugs/alcohol, 
or a lack of hope. After serving the 
male prisoners upstairs, the other 
female volunteer and I served the 
female prisoners downstairs. There 
were far fewer, around 15, and I found 
this a more emotional time. The 
women were more talkative and more 
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Hayley (back row, centre) visits a prison with some church volunteers
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For more information, please 
contact Sandra Lopez at  

wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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HAITI: An update

On Tuesday 5 October, 
Hurricane Matthew struck 
Haiti, causing severe 

damage and leaving thousands 
displaced. 

“While broadly speaking the 
Port-au-Prince/Petion-Ville area 
has been spared, the big South 
comprised of Cayes, Jeremie, 
Dame Marie, Miragoane including 
the Petit-Goave areas have 
suffered a lot,” said Bishop 
Gesner Paul, President of the 
Conference of the Methodist 
District of Haiti. Bishop Gesner 
Paul visited the towns of Cayes 
and Jeremie over the weekend of 
9-10 October, to take food and 
other supplies and to assess the 
extent of need in the communities.  

Mission partners John and 
Sharon Harbottle have also been 
involved in post-hurricane recovery 
work. “The crops have been lost 
and most trees have lost their 
branches leaving a landscape, 
throughout Jeremie and Leon, 
in which the trunks look like 
matchsticks standing upright.  
Many animals have also been lost 

leaving small-scale farmers and 
families without goats, chickens 
and pigs, which are an important 
part of the local food chain.  
People are living off the fruit and 
vegetables from the ruined trees 
and plants, salvaging them before 
they go bad, and are now starting 
to get relief supplies of food into 
accessible communities.  

“Please continue to pray for 
support of the relief efforts, 
safety of the people and wisdom, 
strength and resilience to those 
responsible for each of the 
communities. Pray also for the 
leadership of EMH as they seek 
to provide the most effective 
assistance they can with very 
limited resources.”

For more updates, or to make a 
donation to our Haiti Hurricane 
appeal, please visit methodist.
org.uk/mission/world-church/
world-church-news/haiti-hurricane-
appeal.

visibly upset, and we were able to 
spend more time with them, as 
there were fewer of them.

I was impressed by the way that 
the ecumenical group worked as a 
team in a hot and claustrophobic 
environment to serve the prisoners 
as smoothly and quickly as 

possible. One of the volunteers, 
Alfredo, told me that they visit 
every three weeks and that this 
type of social justice work is core 
to Methodism here in Mexico. 
The church volunteers are clearly 
trusted and respected by the 
prison staff, and are able to offer 
valuable practical and spiritual 
care to the prisoners. In many 

cases the church members offered 
to pray with a cell when they gave 
them the food, and the prisoners 
accepted and sat with heads 
bowed, not eating or drinking 
until this was done. Practical and 
spiritual care go hand in hand, the 
Church showing love to people 
in a harsh and dehumanising 
environment.
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For more information, 
please contact Roy 

Crowder at wcr.europe@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Post-earthquake recovery

Following the earthquake that 
struck Ecuador in April, the 
Methodist Church in Britain 

agreed a $5,000 (£3,438) grant 
for the Methodist Church in Chile 
to help provide support for post-
earthquake recovery in Ecuador. 

The United Evangelical Method-
ist Church in Ecuador does not 
currently have the ability to pro-
vide its members with training on 

disaster and risk management. 
On the other hand, the Methodist 
Church in Chile does have this 
knowledge and expertise. Chile is 
also prone to serious earthquakes 
and over the course of its min-
istry the Church has developed 
its EMAH department (Methodist 
Humanitarian Support Team) to be 
able to respond and to mobilise 
people and resources when such 
disasters occur. 

The Methodist Church in Chile 
sent some EMAH staff to Ecuador, 
where they ran a series of training 
workshops on disaster and risk 
management. This took place over 
a ten-day period in June. 

Methodist e-Academy

During the 2015-2016 
academic year, the 
Methodist e-Academy 

received 22 students from 
10 countries as part of their 
programme of Methodist Studies 
for Methodist pastors in Europe. 
The modules offered this year 
were History of Methodism in 
Europe and Methodist Ethics. 
In addition to the regular online 
programme, the majority of 
the students took part in two 
residential block seminars held in 
Tübingen, Germany. One of these 

was a discussion about resurgent 
nationalism in Europe.

“It is always interesting to ob-
serve the development of rela-
tionships between students from 
diverse contexts with often very 
different perspectives,” says David 
Field, Coordinator of the Meth-
odist e-Academy. “As such the 
e-Academy provides an interesting 
example of unity, mutual respect 
and common commitment to the 
mission of God in the world even 
when students hold diverse and 

even contradictory theological and 
ethical perspectives.”

The e-Academy continues to work 
on developing relationships with 
other theological educational in-
stitutions, including collaborating 
with the Queen’s Foundation on 
its Global Christianity programme.
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Some of the members of the Methodist Church in Ecuador who 
received disaster risk management training, with their certificates

For more information, please 
contact Sandra Lopez at  

wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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FOR EVEN MORE UP-TO-DATE STORIES FROM OUR PARTNERS, PLEASE SEE OUR NEWS WEB PAGES:
www.methodist.org.uk/mission/world-church/world-church-news

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

For more information, 
please contact Bunmi 

Olayisade at wcr.africa@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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All change by Dr Claire Smithson

Maua Methodist Hospital 
has a very exciting 
development of a new 

CEO, Dr Salvador. Dr Salvador is 
a surgeon who has a degree in 
business administration and vast 
experience working in mission. 
He is Mexican by origin but has 
worked in Africa for over 20 
years and also in Haiti. With this 
expertise and experience Maua 
Methodist Hospital is entering a 
phase of change, streamlining and 
vision.

One of the main projects we are 
working on and raising money 
for is a new hospital computer 
system. The one we have was 
installed in 2003 and is now 
hopelessly out of date and did not 
include our accounts. Hopefully  

this will be updated and accounts 
included by the end of 2016.

Another major project Dr Salvador 
is spearheading is reorganising 
the hospital buildings to maximise 
use of space. The result of this 
is that our stores have been 
reorganised, and IT has been 
moved to a more central and 

spacious location. Next we hope 
to reorganise the laboratory and 
in- and outpatient services to be 
more efficient and patient-friendly.

Pakistani women promote healthy living 

In an effort to educate 
churchgoers in good hygiene, 
the Women Desk of the Church 

of Pakistan’s Lahore Diocese 
(one of our Partner Churches) has 
embarked upon a project building 
public toilets. 

“Women Desk has been running 
skill training courses in some of 
these church parishes and has 
realised the need to construct 

toilets,” says Ayra Inderyas, 
Secretary of the Women Desk. 
“So far five toilets have been 
constructed with septic tanks and 
running water. The septic tanks 
are environmentally friendly and 
will not allow the waste to clog or 
the disruption of sanitation.

“Integrating healthcare advocacy 
in our existing work has been 
an important dimension to the 

work of the Women Desk, given 
the high maternal mortality rate 
and alarming condition of public 
healthcare – especially in villages 
and semi-urban dwellings, where 
poverty exacerbates the problem.” 

For more information, 
please contact Steve 

Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk

Patients relaxing on the grounds of 
Maua Methodist Hospital, Kenya
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission partners 
that you regularly read about 
in this news bulletin are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

Attendees at the 2016 Korea Peace Treaty Campaign in Seoul, 
South Korea, hold hands as they sing and pray for the peaceful 
reunification of the Korean peninsula. 

Pray for the Women Desk 
of the Church of Pakistan, 
Lahore Diocese, as they 
continue to be advocates of 
good healthcare and healthy 
living. 

Pray for the Methodist Church 
in Mexico as it continues to 
be active in social justice 
work, especially the church 
members who volunteer in 
prison ministry.

Pray for the Methodist Church 
in Chile as it supports the 
United Evangelical Methodist 
Church in Ecuador with 
disaster and risk management 
training.

Pray for the people of Haiti 
and all those affected by 
Hurricane Matthew.

Pray for Maua Hospital, that 
the recent changes may 
take them from strength 
to strength. Pray also for 
Kenya as a general election 
approaches next year.

Pray for the Methodist 
e-Academy as it continues to 
provide ministerial formation 
in areas where there are 
no Methodist training 
institutions. 

PRAYER POINTS
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