
Two sides of the same barrier

The barrier separating the USA 
and the Republic of Mexico is 
made of metal stakes whose 

gaps have been closed off with mesh, 
leaving tiny gaps in the barrier – just 
big enough to pop your pinky finger 
through. It’s a barrier that was built 
to stop migrants from Latin American 
(mainly Central American) nations from 
entering the US illegally.  

On the US side, the metal looks cold 
and it is highly guarded. Only 25 
people at a time can come near it, 
and only at limited times during the 
week. On the Mexican side, the metal 
is painted and decorated and people 
can freely come as close to the barrier 
as they want, for as long as they want, 
whenever they want. The decorations 
and graffiti speak of the desperation 
that comes from families being torn 
apart by deportation from the US. 
They speak of families trying to get as 
close to their loved ones as physically 
possible, even for a short space of 
time.  They speak of hope that one day 
the barrier may no longer exist and US 
migration policies would help migrant 
families, rather than separate them.

Thousands of migrants from Central 
America flee their countries every year 
to try and find a better life in the US. 
In 2015, over 100,000 people from 
this part of the world tried to enter the 
US illegally. The primary root cause is 
the violence perpetrated by dominant 
gangs, mainly in Honduras, El Salvador 
and Guatemala. This violence forces 
families to run for their lives and travel 
through Central America to try and get 
across the Mexico/US border illegally. 
Sometimes parents are so afraid for 
their children that they send them off 
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“Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again  

I will say, rejoice.” 
Philippians 4:4 (NRSV)
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by Sandra Lopez

Family members separated by the barrier can’t hug 
each other; the most they can do is poke their little 
finger through the holes and ‘hug’ that way. 
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PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

Craig goes to Fiji 
One of Craig Gaffney’s last jobs 
as Youth President was to visit 
Methodist churches in Fiji. Here 
he shares some highlights from 
the trip.

There were many reasons why I 
wanted my overseas trip to be to 
the Pacific – one being my love 
for rugby! Fiji is a very Methodist 
country; both the Prime Minister 
and the leader of the opposition 
are Methodists, and some studies 
say 66% of the indigenous 
population are too. 

Before visiting Fiji, my travel 
companion Steve Pearce and 
I stopped in New Zealand, 
visiting Auckland and a Tongan 
youth camp in Hamilton. We 
then flew to Suva, the capital of 
Fiji. Here, I had the privilege of 
speaking at several Methodist 

Young People gatherings and two 
Sunday services. I also met Julia 
Edwards and Val Ogden, two of 
our Methodist mission partners 
working in Fiji. 

We then visited the island of 
Leleuvia, a major tourist resort. 
It was interesting to hear how 
dependent the Fijian economy 
is on its tourism industry, which 
plays a massive part in the 
livelihoods of many people. 

Finally, I had the opportunity to 
spend the night in one of the 
villages. My host was a lovely 
minister called Cema. She showed 
me the Pacific village way of life, 
which is heavily reliant on farming. 

During my time in Fiji, there was 
a lot I learnt that I think we as 
British people (and especially as 

British Methodists) could learn 
from. I loved my trip, and thank 
Steve Pearce for organising 
and Revd James Bhagwan for 
coordinating it. 

Craig speaking in a church during his Fiji trip.

Hanging out with one of the young people’s groups. 

You can read Craig’s full 
report on his trip at 

fijioverseastrip.blogspot.
co.uk/2016/08/ 

overseas-trip-to-fiji.html

http://fijioverseastrip.blogspot.co.uk/
http://fijioverseastrip.blogspot.co.uk/
http://fijioverseastrip.blogspot.co.uk/
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unaccompanied on this dangerous 
journey, in hope that they will 
cross into the US and live with 
relatives.

The United Methodist Church and 
the Methodist Church in Mexico 

work together to help separated 
families spend time at the barrier 
as best they can. ‘El Farro’ (the 
Lighthouse) is a church run by 
Methodists on both sides of the 
barrier. They hold joint services at 
the barrier, share communion and 

raise awareness of the problems 
that migrants face on both sides 
of the divide. They work together 
to lobby the US State Department 
to make its immigration policies 
fairer and better for migrant 
families who are caught living 
illegally in the US and face the 
threat of deportation and/or 
deportation from their loved ones 
and dependants.

Please pray for all Latin American 
families who are separated from 
one another because of the 
barrier. 

MISSION PARTNER NEWS

Hello and 
goodbye

F ive years pass very quickly 
when you are enjoying 
yourself! It was in the 

autumn of 2010 that we were 

challenged to consider the post 

of Superintendent at Methodist 

International Church, Hong Kong 

(MIC). This has been a privilege 

and a delight. MIC is young, 

dynamic and, with the backing 

of Methodists in Hong Kong, 

has been willing to take on a 

remarkable project of rebuilding. 
But it is the desire for a deepening 
faith, the commitment to serving 
the community and a willingness 
to face big visions that are most 
compelling about this church.

My successor at MIC will be 
the Revd Eden Fletcher. Eden 
is presently working with the 
Methodist Church in Vietnam 
and was for many years the 
Superintendent of the Brunswick 
Mission in Newcastle. He came 
to meet the congregation and 
leaders over the first weekend 
of June. Methodist Ministers 
don’t often get the opportunity 
to preach when considering a 

new appointment, but it was the 
opportunity to preach and be in 
worship that sealed the invitation 
and his response. Rosie and I are 
delighted that Eden can come in 
January 2017. 

For more information, please contact Steve Pearce at wcr.asiapacific@methodistchurch.org.uk

continued from page 1

The Mexican side of the barrier.

by Howard Mellor

For more information, please 
contact Sandra Lopez at  

wcr.americascaribb@
methodistchurch.org.uk

mailto:wcr.asiapacific%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.americascaribb%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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For more information, please contact Bunmi Olayisade at  
wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Offering 
alternatives
Florian Çela is an NMA post 
holder with the United Methodist 
Church in Albania, acting as 
pastoral leader for church 
development in Elbasan. 

Albania is one of those countries 
in the Balkans that are facing 
huge economic and social 
challenges. Month by month, 
large numbers of people go 
abroad in search of better 
prospects. 

“Under such circumstances, 
if the Church aims to be 
socially relevant and credible, 
witness and service need 
to go hand in hand,” Florian 
says. “A Church that does not 
offer alternatives in regard 
to trustworthy communities, 
reliable relationships, and 
responsible leadership, is not so 
well received by people who have 
hardly any Christian background. 
The UMC in Albania in general 
– and the UMC in Elbasan in 
particular – therefore tries to 
combine preaching, teaching, 
sharing and serving.”

Karathaiga Women’s Group

The Karathaiga Women’s 
group is made up of 100 
women from Meru – a 

part of Kenya that is frequently 
affected by drought. The group 
formed when the women came 
together to find ways of improving 
their living standards in such 
harsh conditions. 

Last February, the women’s group 
met with Martin Gikunda, an NMA 
postholder with the Methodist 
Church in Kenya. Martin trained 
the women in greenhouse 
farming, drip irrigation and fish 
farming. He then linked them up 
with someone who constructed a 
tree/fruit nursery greenhouse for 
them; he also talked to the county 
government who donated another 
greenhouse. The women saved up 
and pooled their money, and then 
constructed a third greenhouse 
on a half-acre piece of land 

donated by one of their members. 

They planted tomatoes, reared 

fish and also started germination 

of fruit/tree seedlings for sale to 

the public. By the end of 2015 

the women had sold tomatoes, 

fish and seedlings worth $6,372. 

Thanks to the Karathaiga fruit 

seedlings nursery, all 100 women 

and over 400 other people now 

have kitchen gardens in their 

homes. 

Martin Gikunda visits one of the greenhouses.

For more information, please 
contact Roy Crowder at  

wcr.europe@ 
methodistchurch.org.uk

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

A vegetable 
and tree 
nursery.

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:wcr.europe%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

Bunmi Olayisade, partnership coordinator for Africa, recently attended the 
thirteenth Assembly of the World Federation of the Methodist and Uniting Church 
Women (WFMUCW), held in Houston, Texas. Bunmi and the other partnership 
coordinators also attended the twenty-first World Methodist Conference - giving 
them the opportunity to meet with Partner Churches from around the world.   

Thank God for the work the Methodist Church in 
Mexico is carrying out with migrants. 

Pray for the people of Fiji who have been 
affected by natural disasters, as they rebuild 
their lives and homes.

Pray for Howard and Rosie Mellor as they 
prepare for retirement, and also for Eden 
Fletcher as he prepares for his new ministry with 
the Methodist Church in Hong Kong.

Praise God for the work Martin Gikunda is doing 
with the Methodist Church in Kenya, especially 
his work with the Karathaiga Women’s group.

Praise God for the work taking place with the 
United Methodist Church in Albania! Pray that 
it may continue to impact lives and that the 
Church may continue to grow.  

PRAYER POINTS

https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/

