
Trying times in 
Korea

On 10 March, the Constitutional 
Court of Korea decided to 
uphold the impeachment 

of President Park Geun-hye over a 
corruption scandal. 

President Park, South Korea’s first 
female president, is the daughter of 
former military leader Park Chung-hee. 
Some saw her presidency as a threat 
to peace and reconciliation; others 
hailed her as a protector of South 
Korean national security. 

In a letter to partners, the National 
Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) 
said: “This is a monumental moment 
in our history. We are hopeful with 
the ruling and recognise that this is 
an opportunity for the South Korean 
government to unite with Korean 
people to better serve our nation 
and Northeast Asia toward a time of 
peace. We, the National Council of 
Churches in Korea, appreciate your 
great support for justice and peace in 
Korean society. 

“However, we still have issues 
on justice and peace, not only in 
South Korea but also in the global 
sphere. One of the greatest we are 

now facing is the deployment of a 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
(THAAD) system.

“The Korean government bought 
THAAD from the US military. Because 
of the deployment of THAAD, tension 
is mounting between China and 
South Korea. China has begun 
a boycott of Korean products 
and the Chinese government is 
apprehensive about their military 
operations being monitored. North 
Korea also announced that they have 
prepared nuclear weapons due to the 
deployment of THAAD. 

“People living in the Sungju village, 
where THAAD is placed, are now living
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“The Lord is my  
shepherd, I shall not 
want. He makes me 

lie down in green 
pastures; he leads me 
beside still waters; he 
restores my soul. He 

leads me in right paths 
for his name’s sake.” 

Psalm 23:1-3 (NRSV)
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The monument to national reunification in  
Pyongyang, North Korea (Photo by Steve Pearce)
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From Russia with love 
By Jill Baker, Vice-President-Designate for 2017/2018

In Russia, Methodism is regarded 
as a sect. The Russian Orthodox 

Church is so dominant that it is 
the only understanding of ‘Church’ 
that most people have; any other 
form of religious devotion is viewed 
as suspect. This seems to impede 
the mission and undermine the 
confidence of individuals and of 
the Church as a whole. There are 
similarities with Scotland, where 
Methodism is so tiny and the 
Church of Scotland so dominant. 

Despite this, Methodist youth work 
here is growing – as evidenced 
during the Youth Forum that 
took place from 31 January to 
3 February. The Forum was held 
in Raivola, a holiday resort set 
in extensive snowy, forested 
grounds. 

Young people attended the Forum 
from across the region: Russia, 
Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan 
and, for the first time, Estonia. 
It was moving 

and significant to 
see Russian and 
Ukrainian youngsters 
leading worship and 
dancing together, 
given the current 
situation of war 
between their 
nations. For some, 
the journeys were 
considerably 
longer than mine had been from 
Britain. The youngest participant, 
16-year-old Valeria, had travelled 
on her own from Komsomolsk-
on-Amur in the far east of Russia 
– a distance of over 9,000 km, 
crossing 7 time zones. 

The worship was outstanding. 
Three bands primarily led from 
the stage (from Samara, Ukraine 
and Estonia) with other musicians 
occasionally taking part. They 
were gifted, 
energetic 

and devout, leading 
worship in a mature, sensitive, 
Spirit-filled way with brilliant 
music and a great deal of prayer. 
The preaching at morning and 
evening devotions was serious 
and thorough (sometimes perhaps 
a little too thorough) but included 
some very moving testimonies. 

These few days and these young 
people have left an indelible mark 
on me and I feel privileged to  
have been involved with this 

event.
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Migrant 
issues

Migration is an issue that 
has seriously affected 
El Salvador for many 

years. As a country from which a 
large number of people make the 
perilous journey to the US every 
year, the new US administration 
has caused great concern. As 
well as the rhetoric of building 
a wall between Mexico and the 
US to keep out mainly Latin 
American migrants, the Trump 
administration is also planning to 
deport a million illegal migrants 
with criminal records. 

The Evangelical Methodist Church 
in El Salvador has been discuss-
ing migration – both as a sending 
country and as one that will soon 
be receiving a significant number 
of deportees who could be return-
ing with a newly found freedom to 
carry out criminal activities. The 
Church is also discussing the fluc-
tuations in national church mem-
bership resulting from migration to 
the US.  

In the US, the United Methodist 
Church is deeply involved in migra-
tion issues both in the region and 
globally, and is using four strands 
to focus its work with migrants: 
the right to remain, the right to 
safe passage, the right to hospital-
ity and the right to dignified repatri-

ation. The Methodist Church in El 
Salvador’s Assembly has passed 
a resolution that local churches 
should offer support to migrants. 
From now on, during the annual 
assembly, the ministers of each 
church will report on what their 
church has been doing to support 
migrants or to raise awareness of 
their situation in the Church and 
community. 

On my recent visit to El Salvador, 
I spoke about what the Meth-
odist Church in Britain is doing 
in collaboration with European 
partners to support refugees. I 
explained about the work the Joint 

Public Issues Team is doing to 
lobby the government, to resource 
Christians in the UK with the tools 
they need to raise awareness of 
migrant and refugee issues and to 
see the human face of migration. 
I shared the A Very British Nativ-
ity video, which depicts parallels 
between the nativity story and the 
story of so many refugees arriving 
in the UK. I also shared how the 
Methodist Church in Britain has 
been encouraging local churches 
to support at least one refugee 
family or individual. It was good 
to be able to tell of how migrant 
Christians are revitalising and 
reviving our churches in the UK.

Thousands of El Salvadorians try to cross the wall between Mexico and the US each year. 

For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

by Sandra Lopez
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission partners 
that you regularly read about 
in World Church News are 
supported by the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
through the sharing of both 
resources and personnel.

You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. Please make cheques payable to “Methodist Church World Mission Fund”.

On 10 March, members of the World Church Relationships Team hosted a 
delegation of 15 bishops from the Methodist Church in Ghana. The visit helped 
strengthen ties between the two Churches, and allowed the WCR team members 
to learn more about some of the ministry work taking place across Ghana.  

Pray for El Salvador as the country tries to discern 
how best to deal with migration. Pray for the 
Methodist Church in El Salvador as it tries to do this 
in a way that is reflective of Christian values and 
God’s love for us all.

Pray for South Korea during this time of transition 
and as it continues to work towards justice and 
peace on the Korean Peninsula. 

Praise God for the growth of the Methodist Church in 

Russia in the face of difficult circumstances – and for 

Jill Baker as she prepares to take up her role as Vice-

President of the Methodist Conference in June.  

PRAYER POINTS

continued from page 1 
in fear of being attacked. Furthermore, the village 
is the holy place of Won Buddhism and the villagers 
are fighting against the deployment. NCCK deeply 
sympathizes with their pain and suffering and stand 
in solidarity with Won Buddhists against THAAD. 
 
“We are also against the deployment of THAAD and 

nuclear weapons in North Korea. Nuclear weapons 
are terrifying Koreans with the threat of a nuclear war 
and we want peace for the Korean peninsula. The 
NCCK has therefore sent a letter to US President 
Donald Trump to remove THAAD from South Korea.”
 
Please join us in sending a letter to the US 
government opposing THAAD, in solidarity with NCCK. 


