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“Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer.”  

(Romans 12:12 
NRSV)
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A week in Jamaica

At the beginning of February, 
representatives of the Baptist 
World Alliance and the World 

Methodist Council met in Runaway Bay, 
Jamaica, for a week of work. It was the 
fourth round of an ongoing dialogue 
between the two churches. The overall 
theme that guides all these meetings 
is “faith working through love”; this 
time round, the conversations were on 
“Grace and faith: sung and preached, 
lived and shared”.

Participants discussed and debated 
around a series of documents covering 
a wide range of topics. On the Sunday 
(5 February), delegates participated in 
worship at the Hoolebury Methodist 
Church in St Ann’s Bay, led by Bishop 
Everard Galbraith of the Methodist 

Church in the Caribbean and Americas. 
The Revd Oral Thomas of the United 
Theological College in Kingston 
preached on Matthew 5:20.

The group travelled to Kingston, where 
they visited the offices of the Jamaica 
Baptist Union and Jamaica Methodist 
District before a shared lunch at 
Saxthorpe Methodist Church. They also 
visited the campus of the University 
of the West Indies and the Bob Marley 
Museum.

Representatives of the two Churches 
will meet one final time for discussions 
in March 2018 in the UK: at Sarum 
College, the ecumenical Christian 
Institute in Salisbury.

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS

The Revd Dr Tim Macquiban (centre-left) with other participants from the Methodist-Baptist dialogue in Jamaica.
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SALT of the earth 
Some exciting news has just come 
in from two former Scholarship 
and Leadership Training (SALT) 
students. 

On 15 January, Avanka Fernando 
(above) was appointed acting 

Principal of Wesley College in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. Avanka had 
received a SALT grant to allow him 
to undertake a Master’s degree 
in Education with the University of 
Portsmouth from 2014 to 2015.

“Finding Christians in key 
positions has been a struggle for 
the Church,” said the Revd Dr AW 
Jebanesan, who was President of 
the Methodist Church Sri Lanka 
at the time Avanka applied for 
a SALT grant. “The Education 
Department of the Church in 

Sri Lanka demands that school 
administrators should have a 
postgraduate degree.” Having 
identified Avanka as someone with 
potential, the Church decided to 
support his application.

Meanwhile, in Cameroon, the Revd 
Peter Nyuki (below) successfully 
defended his PhD thesis on 7 
February, and is due to graduate 
in April. Peter was a lecturer at the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
in Kumba with the Revd Daniel 
Pratt Morris-Chapman, who was a 
mission partner in Cameroon at 
the time. He then undertook his 
doctoral studies in Missiology, as 
a SALT student at the University of 
Pretoria, South Africa.

“This is very important for the 
future of our Church as currently, 
we are reliant on overseas 
lecturers coming to train pastors 
in this subject at the seminary,” 
said the Rt Revd Dr Festus 
Asana, a former Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in Cameroon. 
“If we are to be self-reliant in this 
area we need to have lecturers 
trained to doctoral level.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS
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Bolivia: “Evangelism is hard” 

“The work of evangelism 
is hard, but with the 
help of God we are 

advancing.” So says Justino 
Quispe, an evangelist from the 
Methodist Church in Bolivia. 

In Cochabamba, where Justino’s 
mission work takes place, there 
are six churches in the areas 
of Ivirgarzama, Comunidad 
Isla Flotante, Puerto Villarroel, 
Chasqui, Sajta and El Palomar. The 
Yuracaré indigenous community 
also has one. There are 75 

families in the churches, with an 
average of 10 children per family. 

These communities are isolated 
from the main cities, and so have 
many basic needs such as water, 
healthcare and education. “For 
this reason, we can’t just talk 
about the word of God,” says 
Justino. “We have to find ways to 
help them face their problems.”

One pressing issue is the flooding 
all these communities face, for 
which they hope to receive help 

from the Bolivian government, 
as well as from the Church. 
“Their houses are flooding and 
we are helping them move their 
belongings to higher ground,” 
says Justino. “It will not be easy 
to recover the crops. We are 
attempting to provide guidance, 
to search for programmes or 
institutions that can help them, as 
the cassava, maize, plantain and 
mandarin crops are drying up. We 
continue to preach God’s word in 
the midst of this situation, and to 
support the people.”

PARTNER CHURCHES AND ORGANISATIONS
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Play4All

Play4All is a children’s 
project started by the 
United Church in Kamatipa, 

Zambia in 2012. It aims to give 
unschooled and under-schooled 
children an opportunity to improve 
their social skills, through 
structured play.

The project runs sessions five 
mornings a week. It recently 
started afternoon sessions with 
about 45 children. Their numbers 
remain steady at around 80-100 
a day with 3-4 times that number 
on special ‘fun days’ held 4-5 
times a year. Traditional dancing 
and drumming are very popular 
amongst the children who come 
to Play4All; so too are puzzles and 
problem-solving games. 

Lately, Play4All’s development 
manager Jane Mwenda has been 

thinking of starting something 
akin to Brownies for the girls. It 
will be called ‘Kalulu’, which is the 
Bemba word for ‘rabbit’ (a highly 

respected animal in Zambian cul-
ture). “We hope to use Kalulu to 
raise the girls’ self-esteem,” says 
mission partner Jenny Feather-
stone. “We may link up with Zam-
WILL (the Zambia Women’s Insti-
tute of Learning and Leadership) 
and see if we can stretch this idea 
across community schools in the 
area.”  

Sport plays a large part in the 
children’s lives. “We are especially 
pleased at the numbers of girls 
becoming skilled in both netball 
and football,” Jenny says. “Four 
girls from Kamatipa took part in 
a football tournament in Lusaka 
as part of the ZamWILL team, and 
have been chosen to represent 
Zambia at an international tourna-
ment in Sweden.”

MISSION PARTNER NEWS
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NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

Women matter 

In many parts of Latin America, 
women are often overlooked 
– both in church ministry 

and in leadership generally. The 
Methodist Church in Guatemala 
has identified this as an issue 
that is hindering its work, and has 
decided to face it head-on. 

The Church has launched a 
project aimed at increasing 
awareness of the importance 
of pastors’ wives in ministry. 
Workshops mainly targeted at 
pastors highlight the important 
role a pastor’s wife has in church 
ministry, and why it is important 
for pastors to involve their wives 

in such activities. The project 
began in 2016, but is being 
relaunched this year with the aim 
of delivering the workshops to all 
Guatemala’s Methodist churches. 

Diego Chicoj Ramos, an 
NMA post-holder in charge of 
coordinating theological training, 
is spearheading the project. 
“The biggest challenge I have 
is convincing pastors that 
they should think about their 
wives supporting their pastoral 
ministry,” he says. “According to 
cultural traditions, women are 
not usually taken into account in 
matters other than looking after 

the house and children.” 

Part of Diego’s strategy is 
to lead by example. “My 
wife accompanies me to the 
workshops and all related 
activities,” he says. “The 
presbyteral members of the 
association of ministers’ board of 
directors have started involving 
their wives. This has motivated 
pastors to actively include their 
wives in ministry, and that in turn 
motivates the wives to take part 
in ministry.”
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DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in this news 
bulletin are supported by 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources and 
personnel.
You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate. 
Alternately, send a cheque to: 
the Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, Methodist 
Church House, 25 Marylebone 
Road, London NW1 5JR. 
Please make cheques payable 
to “Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

Steve and Lorraine Emery-
Wright are mission partners 
in South Korea. One of their 
primary tasks is working 
with Shin Kwan Methodist 
Church to empower the 
congregation as it ministers 
to local immigrant 
communities. They have 
formed a team from the 
local church and created an 
English-language worship 
service.

Pray for the Methodist Church in Guatemala as it works 
to increase awareness of the importance of pastors’ 
wives in ministry. 

Pray for Play4All, as it aims to give children in 
Kamatipa the opportunity to improve their social skills.

Pray for the Methodist Church in Bolivia as they 
persevere in mission work, despite the many difficulties 
they face.

Rejoice with Avanka Fernando and Peter Nyuki as they 
celebrate their respective successes.

Thank God for the dialogue taking place between 
Baptists and Methodists internationally.

PRAYER POINTS
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