
Many ways to be community
by Steve Pearce

There are many ways to be 
community. The Methodist Church 
has had a presence in the Pacific 

for about 180 years and we now regard 
seven autonomous Methodist, United 
and Uniting Churches as our partners. 
They are all members of the Methodist 
Consultative Council of the Pacific 
(MCCP), which has been meeting in 
various forms for almost 40 years, 
initiated partly because United and 
Uniting Churches were keen to keep in 
touch with their Methodist heritage and 
partners.

The Methodist Church in Fiji is one of 
the Partner Churches that sends the 
Methodist Church in Britain a presbyter 
to act as ‘chaplain’ to lead a ‘fellowship’ 
of Fijian members who have migrated 
to Britain. Similarly, Australia and New 
Zealand also receive large numbers of 
Methodists from other Pacific nations 
into their churches, and have amended 
their constitutions to allow for language 
congregations and their participation in 
the structures and governance. 

New Zealand now uses its European 
and Maori names and the Church 
operates a form of consensus in its 
decision making so that all decisions – 
including the election of the President 
– have to be acceptable to both the 
Maori part of the structure and the 

Tauiwi (everyone else). The Fijian, 
Samoan and Tongan groups within the 
Church have non-geographic synods. 
Where Methodists arriving from those 
countries begin a new language-
based congregation in a Methodist 
church, after about six months they 
are regarded as equal partners rather 
than hirers or tenants. The Church sees 
these newcomers as a source of new 
life and enthusiasm, though the road is 
not always smooth. 

The Pacific voice needs to be heard; 
it has much to teach us as Christians 
about living together in human 
societies. It has, however, a quiet voice 
and anything we can do though our 
partnerships to amplify it, will be effort 
well spent in terms of God’s mission to 
the world.
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“How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live 
together in unity!”

Psalm 133:1 NRSV 

This edition of World Church News explores what it means to live in 
community with each other. It features stories from brothers and sisters 
in New Zealand who are seeking a greater sense of community, from 
Methodists in Chile who are letting go of their traditional understanding of 
community in order to welcome strangers, and much more. 

The Crown Prince of Tonga opening the  
MCCP meeting



Changing communities
by Mariela Correa Montecinos 

The influx of migrants into Chile 
has dramatically increased these 
past few years, with migrants 
from Haiti and Venezuela joining 
the Peruvians, Colombians and 
Ecuadorians who mainly used to 
come over before. 

La Iglesia Metodista de Chile 
(the Chilean Methodist Church) 
is carrying out immense work 
amongst Haitian migrants, who 
arrive in Chile in great vulnerability 
and have been victims of abuse at 
all levels. In a society as diverse 
as ours – a country that can also 
be classist, racist and xenophobic 
– the Church has to act for 
people’s dignity, and to protest at 
our society’s denial of it. 

One of the Chilean Methodist 
Church’s biggest achievements 
is getting Haitian migrants into 
Spanish classes. This has been 
difficult, but many have received 
Spanish literacy certificates. 
La Iglesia Segundo in Santiago 
has had more than 300 Spanish 

students this year alone; this work 
is a priority in our congregations. 
Other work includes training and 
motivating districts in regards to 
the attention and accompaniment 
of migrants. We carry out 
workshops with leaders on a 
district and local level, in order 
to empower them to deal with 
this. We also generate resources 
in order to resolve certain basic 
emergencies, such as food for 
their first week in Chile. It is 
urgent to work with migrants to 
prevent social problems. Due to 
their vulnerability, migrants are 
easy targets for drug trafficking 
networks and delinquency.

Such is the importance of the 
work with Haitians, we asked for 
a Methodist minister from the 
Methodist Church in Haiti to come 
to Chile, to see what’s happening 
to their Haitian brothers and also 
to guide us as Chileans, in this 
process of mutual learning and 
inclusion. 

Edison’s story
Edison is a Haitian 
migrant who lives in 
Chillán, a five-hour bus 
ride from Santiago. 

I have been in Chile for nine 
months: two in Santiago and 
seven in Chillán. I arrived 
very sad because I had many 
problems in Santiago. In 
Chillán I lived with a friend, but 
things were not okay. I needed 
a job. I spent three days 
praying, and on the fourth day, 
God gave me work. I said, “You 
are great God, you are worthy, 
you can do all things… God 
makes everything new.”

In January, I felt the need for 
a church. I was walking down 
the street and saw a Methodist 
church. I said to God, if you 
want this church for me please 
send me confirmation, and the 
pastor, Alejandra and another 
pastor met me with love and 
I gave thanks to God. I feel 
comfortable in the church; I 
have two pastors who are like 
my mother and father.



Saying goodbye 
by Angleena Keizer

I returned to Sri Lanka in July 
to prepare for closure on what 
has been an amazing two years. 
Part of the closure has been 
preparing to say goodbye to the 
Kollupitiya Methodist Church 
(KMC) congregation I have had 
the privilege of ministering with 
and alongside. Together with the 
Board of Social Responsibility 
(BSR) and the En Route ministry, 
we have reached out with the 
love of God to those we have met 
along the way, including members 
of the persecuted Church from 
Pakistan. The soup bowl ministry 
“from our table to yours” caters 
for up to 80 persons every Friday, 
providing substantial nutritional 
meals for those living on the 
streets, elderly people and street 
cleaners. 

This year, the Church has once 
again reached out to those 
suffering and in great need from 
flooding. The Maradana/Kollipitya 
Circuit has a partnership link with 
the Hatton Circuit in Derbyshire. 
Through this partnership, 
funds have been raised for 
evangelists’ travel, re-roofing a 
church, providing new toilets, and 
leadership training. The KMC’s 
women’s fellowship is seeking to 
assist and support the women of 
the Hatton Circuit.

This year the Church celebrates 
200 years of Christian witness in 
Colombo, and is reminded of the 
responsibility each generation is 
tasked with in sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ’s life, death, 
resurrection and ascension. I 

thank God for the many ways 
I have witnessed this great 
commission being exercised 
during my time in Sri Lanka. It 
was a great experience to work 
alongside a multicultural team 
of ministers at KMC. One was 
a Korean working alongside the 
Sinhalese congregation, a Tamil 
with the Tamil congregation, a 
Thai Chinese building a Chinese 
congregation, and myself with 
the English congregation. We 
worked well together, enjoyed staff 
meetings, praying and studying 
the word together. 

I have never been good at saying 
goodbye but this is the nature of 
itinerant ministry. Thank you for 
journeying with me over the last 
two years, and for your prayers.

Angleena with two refugees from Pakistan



Ubuntu: living in community 
by Stephen and Jane Day 

It has been a great privilege 
to spend the past three years 
as mission partners living 
and ministering in the city of 
Germiston, a few miles east of 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

If you were to visit us, one of 
the first things you would notice 
is that our house – like all 
the houses on our street – is 
surrounded by a gate and high 
wall, with the wall bearing the sign 
for the armed security company 
offering protection. It has taken 
a long time to get used to being 
surrounded by these security 
measures, with bars on the 
windows acting as a constant 
reminder. Crime is an ever-present 
threat, requiring constant vigilance 
even going about mundane 
daily tasks. Whilst many of our 
neighbours seem used to living 
with this sense of vigilance and 
anxiety, it has been very hard for 
us. We have become aware of the 
issues of poverty, unemployment 
and inequality, which seem to lie 
behind much of the crime.

Another thing you would notice 
in Germiston is the variety of 
languages spoken. Within our 
church – Germiston Central 

Methodist Church – members 
speak six languages! With 
language also goes culture and 
identity and so part of what 
it means to live in community 
here has been learning and 
adapting to a variety of different 
languages and customs. It has 
been fascinating to be able to 
experience so many different 
cultures in one city, but it has 
also been incredibly demanding to 
be in a place of discomfort living 
beyond what feels familiar to us, 
including eating such delicacies 
as cow feet and sheep ears!

Having heard many things about 
Ubuntu, which speaks about 

our interconnectedness and 
interdependence as people, it 
has been fascinating to see 
the reality of it in Germiston. 
Sharing is a natural way of life 
here. Unlike many of our church 
members, we have use of a car, 
and this has become a community 
resource. When we visit a family, 
we invariably take at least one 
other person with us. This means 
time spent taking people to and 
from their homes, but provides a 
greater sense of pastoral care as 
a shared responsibility.  However, 
it has also been disturbing to see 
that despite the ideal of Ubuntu, 
endemic racism, patriarchy and 
the abuse of women and children 
all exist.

We are looking forward to 
returning to Germiston for another 
three years, during which we will 
no doubt learn much more about 
living in community.

Traditional costumes on display at harvest

Security at the manse

The circuit Seven Words service on Good Friday in Katlehong



Settling in
Chris and Vera Lacey recently 
arrived in Colombia to serve as 
mission partners in Medellin.

We’re now entering our third week 
in Medellin, which has become our 
new home. We moved to Colombia 
mid-August and are based at the 
Centre for Projects of the Colombian 
Methodist Church. Our role is to 
support the existing work of the 
centre, accessing new funding 
opportunities and providing technical 
support.

We are slowly getting used to the 
local way of driving: motorcycles, 
cars, bicycles, pedestrians all sharing 
the same road with blurry lanes. Near 
misses are very common and make 
us watch our tongues. Praise God for 
horns! 

Medellin is based in a beautiful 
mountainous valley and so we 
are changing altitude by about a 
kilometre twice a day. This is why the 
cable cars (known as ‘invasiones’) 
that connect the poor communities  
on the slopes of the valley to the rest 
of the integrated public transport are 

so revolutionary in this city. People 
no longer have to trek up and down 
those high hills; now they can take a 
cable car that connects to a city train 
to get to work and back. 

The locals proudly describe Medellin 
as “the city of eternal spring”. It’s 
jumper weather in the morning, but by 
mid-afternoon, it’s shorts and t-shirt 
weather. We are discovering new 
exotic fruits and finding how to best 
peel, open, and consume them. 

Church here takes on many different 
shapes and forms. Today we saw 
one located in a shopping centre. 
Ours meets in a space that once was 
a garage. It has a congregation of 
around 15 members, and its pews 
were made by the Bishop himself 
and his family.  Despite the modest 
appearances, the ambitions of the 

national Colombian Church are high 
as it aims to transform communities 
that have experienced the country’s 
political conflicts first hand. 

By now you can probably tell that 
we are enjoying our first weeks here 
discovering what has become our 
new home. We are very much in 
the ‘Tourist’ phase of culture shock 
– a topic we covered during our 
pre-placement training in Panama. 
Looking at my notes, I realise that 
after the initial high of the Tourist 
phase comes the inevitable dip of 
disenchantment, when we expect 
different irritations to surface. I 
wonder what this will be in our 
case? Regardless of what it will 
be, the training we received has 
provided practical tips on how to 
avoid common mistakes, and what to 
expect when entering a new culture.  

Pre-placement training in Panama
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Thank God for the work Angleena was able to do as part of 
the Kollupitiya Methodist Church community. Pray for KMC’s 
ministers at as they continue to work for God’s kingdom. 

Pray for the Methodist Church in Chile as it goes against 
societal norms in order to cater to the needs of Haitian 
migrants. 

Pray for Stephen and Jane Day as they continue to learn what 
it means to live in community in Germiston, and as they seek 
to truly embody Ubuntu.

Pray for Methodist churches in the Pacific, as they seek to 
foster a greater sense of community, ensuring that all feel 
welcome within the body of Christ. 

Pray for Vera and Chris Lacey and their two girls, as they 
prepare to immerse themselves in a new culture and 
community.

PRAYER POINTS

DONATE TO THE WORLD 
MISSION FUND

All the Partner Churches, partner 

organisations, NMA postholders, 

scholarship students and mission 

partners that you regularly read 

about in this news bulletin are 

supported by the Methodist Church 

World Mission Fund, through the 

sharing of both resources and 

personnel.

You can donate online by 

going to www.justgiving.com/

mcfworldmission/donate. 

Alternately, send a cheque to: the 

Methodist Church World Mission 

Fund, Methodist Church House, 

25 Marylebone Road, London 

NW1 5JR. Please make cheques 

payable to “Methodist Church 

World Mission Fund”.

Sandra Lopez, Partnership Coordinator for the Americas and the 

Caribbean, meets members of the Methodist church serving the 

Nove community in Valle Escondido (the “hidden valley”), Panama. 

There are approximately 300 people in the community, and the 

church has about 40 members of varying ages.

https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/

	_GoBack

