
Celebrating 200 years of 
Methodist presence in Haiti

In a letter dated 18 July 1815, 

President Alexander Pétion invited the 

Methodist Church to “bring teaching of 

Christian doctrine” to Haiti. The country 

only had primary schools at the time, 

so President Pétion also asked the 

Methodists to help establish secondary 

education. The Wesleyan Methodist 

Missionary Society in London responded 

positively; John Brown and James Catts 

arrived in Haiti on 7 February 1817.

Eglise Méthodiste d’Haiti (EMH) leads 

the eight districts of the Methodist 

Church of the Caribbean and the 

Americas (MCCA) in terms of church 

growth, and has been a leading 

contributor to development in Haiti.  
EMH has provided elementary 

education in over 100 communities, 

teacher training, professional schools, 

agricultural and rural skills training, 

microcredit groups and health initiatives 

through clinics and community 

health education. The Revd Ormonde 

McConnell, who later became the 

first Chairman of the District for EMH, 

established a formal written Haitian 

Creole and this led to EMH publishing 

the first ever journal in Creole, Zetwal 

Metodis (Methodist Star). EMH provided 

an important training for democratic 

citizenship in the time following the end 

of dictatorship in 1986.
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“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” 
  Romans 12:15 (NRSV)

In this special edition of World Church News, we join with 
partners around the world as they celebrate major anniversaries.

50 year anniversary celebrations at Collège Méthodiste de Frères



(Continued from page 1)  

EMH is looking to the future, 
wanting to become self-sufficient. 
This will involve training church 
members in stewardship and 
equipping them to pass on the 
gospel message to bring other 
souls to Christ. The Church also 
provides training in disaster 
preparedness and seeks to 
improve its ability to respond to 
natural catastrophes such as 
Hurricane Matthew, which hit Haiti 
last year.

Representatives from the 
leadership of MCCA will 
be present at celebrations 
recognising the 200 years of 

Methodist presence in Haiti. On 
Sunday 5 February, there will be 
a service to commemorate the 
arrival of Methodism in Haiti; on 7 

February, each of the 11 circuits 
will hold a thanksgiving service. 

Please continue to pray for 
all members of EMH, the 

communities around Haiti that 
the Church seeks to serve and 
for strength and wisdom for the 
leadership who guide the Church 
through the huge challenges it 
faces. You will find information 
and prayers on day 13 of the 
Methodist Prayer Handbook to 
inform your prayers.

KeMU: A challenging year

This year marks the twentieth 
anniversary of the founding 
of the Kenya Methodist 

University (KeMU). Starting 
with one campus in the eastern 
town of Meru, KeMU now has 
campuses in Nairobi, Mombasa, 
Nakuru and Nyeri. 

Sadly, KeMU has had a 
challenging year. “It’s been difficult 
for a variety of reasons,” says 
mission partner Peter Ensor, a 
theology lecturer at KeMU’s Meru 
campus. “We have experienced a 

period of austerity due to reduced 
student recruitment. The provision 
of university education in Kenya 
is a highly competitive market, 
and KeMU has been undercut 
by other universities that offer 
similar courses for lower fees. 
The consequent loss of income 
led to a general cutting back on 
expenditure, including reductions 
in staff. 

“The outlook improved in 
September, when we received 
a large number of government-

sponsored students. There are no 
obvious signs yet that KeMU is 
able to loosen its purse strings, 
but I am pleased to be able to 
report that in September we 
admitted four Ugandan students 
to train for the Methodist ministry, 
and are expecting a fifth. Most of 
them had attended the training 
weeks we have been holding in 
Uganda over the past three years. 
Their acceptance of ministerial 
training is a sign of hope for the 
future of the Methodist Church in 
Uganda.”

March of witness after Annual Conference – Cayes 2016

Hurricane 
Matthew 
damage at 
Gomiers 
church and 
school near 
Jeremie

World Church News | Milestones February 2017  |  page 2



Live to tell by Julia Edwards

Saturday 20 February 

2016 will live long in the 

memories of those who 

survived – 44 people died and 

40% of Fiji’s population was 

severely affected.  

“I knew [Cyclone Winston] 

was coming”, said Faranisese 

Maisamoa, a resident of Rakiraki 

Town in northern Viti Levu. Having 

seen on YouTube the damage 

that Cyclone Pam had caused 

neighbouring Vanuatu in 2015, 

Faranisese was prepared. “My 

husband went on to the roof and 

removed the satellite dish on 

the Friday evening, and I made 

my three children empty their 

school bags of books and put in 

two lots of biscuits and tinned 

fish, and two changes of clothes 

each. I then wrapped all the 

appliances in tarpaulin and put 

them in the empty deep freeze, 

before wrapping that in tarpaulin. 

I couldn’t move the freezer, but 

Winston blew it 10 feet across 

my kitchen after ripping off the 

kitchen roof. It wasn’t a wind, it 

was a devil.” 

Stories of sheer terror and 

incredible survival abound in Fiji, 

a nation known for its orators. 

Sharing stories is a way for 

people to come to terms with 

their experiences. Vendors in 

many of the markets in Fiji recall 

that with no produce to sell, they 

spent days just talking through 

the events with each other, 

remembering; children rolled 

in mats, stuffed into kitchen 

cupboards; people sharing hillside 

caves with goats, whole families 

squashed under floorboards.

#StrongerthanWinston was the 

hashtag used on social media in 

the immediate aftermath of the 

Fiji cyclone, a resolute stance 

that points to the resilience and 

resourcefulness of Pacific people. 

“Life and dry clothes, that’s all 

that matters,” said 74-year-old Lia 

Saqacala, President of the Nadi 

Vendors’ Association. 

Akisi Bale, a market vendor from Suva Market, was trying to get home when Cyclone Winston struck. Unable to get 
back, she was extremely worried about her four children, whom she had left with her husband. Of the 37 houses in 
her mataqali (clan), only 4 were not destroyed. “We were lucky no one died,” she says.
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Celebrating unity and reconciliation

This year marks 20 years 

since the Methodist Church 

in Benin was divided. Today, 

after many years of crisis and 

failed attempts at reconciliation, 

the Protestant Methodist Church 

of Benin (EPMB) is finally entering 

a new era of unity.

“The big day has arrived. God 

has visited us. These are new 

times, let’s sing praise,” sang 

Methodists from all corners of 

the country during the service 

of reunification at the Congress 

centre in Cotonou, on the 3 July 

2016. Ministers from the two 

former divisions of the Methodist 

Church came together for the 

service, with various government 

officials and President Patrice 

Talon, the President of the 

Republic, who played a pivotal role 

in the unification proceedings. 

The division, which originated 

in an organisational dispute 

rather than a theological one, 

finally reached a resolution in 

2015. Then President Patrice 

Talon launched reconciliation 

proceedings that lasted 30 days. 

During the reconciliation service, 

the Revd Nicodème Alagbada 

and the Revd Mathieu Alao (the 

respective presidents of the two 

ex-divisions) each addressed 

the congregation, imploring that 

henceforth the road to take 

should be one of peace and 

prayer. The Methodist Protestant 

Church in Benin is now undergoing 

a year’s transition period, at the 

end of which EPMB will officially 
recover the unity of former times. 

During this period a 15-member 

transitory management body, 

headed by President Nicodème 

Alagbada, will govern the Church. 

Following the reconciliation 

service, EPMB held a pastors’ 

retreat for all the pastors of the 

unified churches. “It was so 

beautiful to see brethren once 

divided come together to work for 

the advancement of God’s work in 

Benin,” said President Nicodème 

Alagbada. “Glory be to God.” 

President of EPMB Nicodème Alagbada greeting President Patrice Talon, President of the Republic of Benin

World Church News | Milestones February 2017  |  page 4



The tea in your cup

The plantations of Sri Lanka, 

the home of Ceylon tea, are 

extraordinarily beautiful. 

Villages are surrounded by a variety 

of fragrant green shimmering tea 

plants forming elegant frills around 

undulating hills; colourfully dressed 

women pick tea tips and toss them 

into woven baskets; a rich variety 

of trees punctuate the low tea 

plants, giving them shelter from the 

noonday sun.  

However, there is a more 

challenging side. After three 

decades of conflict, Sri Lanka is 

an island that needs reconciliation 

across divided communities. 

Through our role with the National 

Christian Council of Sri Lanka 

(NCCSL), we are working with an 

organisation which, driven by its 

faith, seeks to build bridges to 

reconcile every part of Sri Lanka. 

Every community, every person. This 

includes the ‘silent community’ of 

nearly 1 million ‘up-country’ Tamils 

who work on the tea estates – 

some of the most powerless people 

in Sri Lanka. 

The challenges this community 

faces are complex but include poor 

housing, poor access to education 

and a low daily wage of only about 

£2.60 for tea pickers. The women 

who pick tea can only claim that 

wage if they pick their quota of 17 

kg of tea per day.

Though churches were originally 

set up to minister to the planters, 

many tea estate workers and 

managers are Christians. This 

means the Church cannot be 

silent. NCCSL, with the Methodist 

Church and other Partner 

Churches, supports tea estate 

workers in a truly holistic sense, 

empowering them to restore their 

dignity and enabling them to 

access their basic human rights. 

This year, we are recognising 200 

years of estate workers in Sri Lanka 

– and seriously reflecting on the 

role of the Church. Whenever you 

have a cuppa, pray for the women 

who spend their lives picking 17 kg 

of tea a day for very little money to 

feed their families.

Mervyn and Raing McCullagh are 

mission partners of the Methodist 

Church in Britain and Ireland, 

serving as strategic consultants with 

the National Christian Council of Sri 

Lanka.

A tea picker eases her  
back in the heat of the day

Raing McCullagh visiting workers on 

one of the Sri Lankan tea estates

World Church News | Milestones February 2017  |  page 5



All the Partner Churches, partner organisations, 

NMA postholders, scholarship students and 

mission partners that you regularly read about 

in this news bulletin are supported by the 

Methodist Church World Mission Fund, through 

the sharing of both resources and personnel.

You can donate online by going to www.

justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate. 

Alternately, send a cheque to: the Methodist 

Church World Mission Fund, Methodist Church 

House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR. 

Please make cheques payable to “Methodist 

Church World Mission Fund”.

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

Legends from Bocas

This year, the Panama and Costa 

Rica Conference celebrates 

a century of mission work in the 

Cusapin area of Bocas del Toro, 

Panama. 

The late Revd Dr Ephraim Alphonse 

pioneered mission work in the 

Cusapin area, with the support of 

the Methodist Church in Britain 

and the Methodist Church in the 

Caribbean and the Americas. 

Ephraim’s book, Legends from 

Bocas, is full of moving, amusing 

and insightful stories from the 

mission work there over the past 

100 years. 

Legends from Bocas has been 

reprinted as part of the centenary 

celebrations. The book costs 

£15, with proceeds going towards 

the purchase of a boat for use 

as transportation in the Cusapin 

area. If you would like to order a 

copy, contact Derek Stanworth on 

0208 777 5794 or via email at 

derek_stanworth@hotmail.com.

Methodist Church House, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
© Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 2015  Registered charity no. 1132208

Prayer points
   Pray for the people of Fiji as they continue to 

recover from the effects of Cyclone Winston, 

especially those still awaiting materials to 

rebuild their homes. 

   Thank God for the reunification of the 

Protestant Methodist Church in Benin. Pray 

that the peace it is now experiencing may be 

lifelong. 

   Please pray for Kenya Methodist University 

as it celebrates its twentieth anniversary this 

year.

   Rejoice with l’Eglise Méthodiste d’Haiti on 

its bicentenary! Pray that God grants the 

Church strength and wisdom to overcome all 

challenges. 

   As Sri Lanka recognises 200 years of estate 

workers, please pray for those who toil daily 

for very little money to support their families. 

Haiti trip for 
young people 
24 July-4 August

This opportunity is 

organised jointly by 

World Church and Methodist 

Children & Youth. If you 

are aged 18-23 and 

interested in finding out 

more about what God is 

doing in another corner of 

the world (or if you know 

someone who is), download 

the application form from 

www.methodist.org.uk/

haitivisit. The deadline for 

applications is 28 February.

https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
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http://www.methodist.org.uk/haitivisit

