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Adjustments 
We (Lorraine and Steve) have been mission partners in South Korea 
since the 18th of September 2016.  People who have moved to 
other countries especially when there are deep language and 

cultural differences know that at four 
months we are still in our adjustment 
period.  As we both have lived in a 
number of different countries, we are 
well aware of the joys and difficulties 
of making cultural adjustments.    
 
Some of our initial struggles included a five-month wait for the issuance of an official 
invitation from our University, which was needed before work visas could be obtained.   
We arrived two weeks after the semester started which left no time for learning 
language and made house hunting and furnishing stressful.  There were also some 
uniquely Korean adjustments of not being able to get phones, bank accounts, or much of 
anything else without an alien registration card.  This took over 3 weeks to obtain.   
 
Many of these stresses are behind us now but we are still wrestling with the language 
with Lorraine taking a 10-week full time course during break to learn a bit.  Steve 
continues to self-teach at a slow pace.   
 

Please pray for us in our moving through these adjustments. 
 

 
The church.  One of our primary 
tasks is working with Shin Kwan 
Methodist Church to empower the 
congregation to create a ministry to 
the local immigrant community here 
with the local Samsung headquarters 
and a US military base.   We have 
formed a hardworking team from the 
local church and created an English 
language worship service.  In the 
spring, Lorraine will start a parents and toddlers group as well as home group.  
 
The church has been our great support! In spite of the language barrier they have cared 
for us and inspired us.  We are deeply grateful for this community! 
 
 
 

Please pray for the development of this vision.   
 
Hyupsung University.  The university does not have an English 
language programme so teaching has been a challenge but 
very enjoyable work with the students.   The first semester 
Steve taught Theology in English.  This was a bilingual course 
where the students theologically reflected on their own 
practice.  Lorraine attended classes and provided language 
support for the students.   Plans were also made for starting 
an English language chapel service at the university. 
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Next semester Steve will start the chapel services as well as teaching three courses.  
Lorraine will provide support in two of the three courses.  
 
The President of the university has been very supportive in this work.  Issues however 
remain surrounding translating lectures and team teaching.  Please pray for this part 
of our partnership.  
 
Relationships with the Korean Church.   
We have had a number of opportunities to visit other 
Methodist Churches, Universities and national 
leadership.  This is exciting in terms of the potential for 
developing the partnership between the Korean and 
British Methodist churches.  We have much to offer 
each other! 
 
Social Life:  Lorraine quickly found a local exercise 
group and Steve joined a tennis club and a climbing 
club all within 5 minutes of our home.  
 

We also have discovered family!  
Steve’s niece Pamela is married to 
Honchul and they live in Pittsburgh.  
Honchul is originally from near 
where we live.  His family invited us 
to an art exhibition celebrating the 
100th year of Honchul’s 
grandfather’s birth.  It turns out that 
he was a famous artist with one of his portraits being on the 1000 
won note.  They took us under their wing for the evening, treated 
us, and honoured us like family.  It is a small world.  
 

We thank you for your continued prayers in our partnership with the Korean Methodist church and our work at the 
University and most of all for us personally.  
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