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All in God’s good time 

2 Peter 3:8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like a day 

 

Hyupsung 

Gradually we are adjusting. Steve finished his first year at 

Hyupsung University yesterday. This 2nd semester he 

taught an undergraduate English conversation class and a 

graduate Theology class and launched an English 

language chapel service. Lorraine helped him with the 

conversation class throughout the semester as well as 

taking 3 lectures, 2 English & 1 Theology, when he went to 

USA to take a beloved friend’s 2 memorial services. 

Tomorrow his office is being moved to the Theology 

department ready for the new academic year. This is 

definitely progress with regards to being accepted. Also, 

about 3 months ago he was invited to attend the theology 

faculty meetings – though he understands little of what is 

being said. 

 

 

Shin Kwan English language service is evolving well. 

We currently have a new young American man who is God 

sent. He is not settled but is a wonderful addition musically 

when he can come. We have our small team of helpers who are enthusiastic and supportive. Our 

services are creative and inclusive, dare I say, fluid in style. Our Facebook website is called Light 

of Faith and our sermons (mostly Steve’s) are put on it. 

 

Steve recently completed a new research project, which has now been submitted to a Mission 

Studies journal for publication. The short version was delivered last Sunday at the 5th Appenzeller 

International Academic Forum which was presented by the Chungdong First Methodist Church 

English Ministry in Seoul. Steve spoke on the, “Ministry in the Paradox of a Global Korea: Realizing 

the Image of God”. While the other guest speaker the Egyptian Ambassador to the Republic of 

Korea spoke on “Ambassador for God”. (At end of 

report) 

 

One of the outcomes of his study is the identification of 

the importance of a multicultural congregation for both 

the church and the nation. This new awareness 

provided focus and clarity for what our multicultural 

service is about.  It is intentionally multicultural so that 

we can learn from one another through God’s presence 

and power.  This helps the nation that is seeking to 

continue its move to being open to other cultures in this 

Theology Class and English Language 
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global world.  The numbers of foreigners we attract 

then and the congregation’s independence is less 

important than the participant’s transformation and 

understanding of what it means to be a part of 

God’s global family.   

 

The “ah ha” moment is allowing us to review the 

expectations that were put on us when we arrived. 

Possibly part of the expectation was that we 

ourselves would automatically attract foreigners 

out of the ether.  

 

Lorraine survived her beginners Korean language 

classes that were way over her head mainly because she was the only beginner there. She has 

recently done some pottery at the small shop next door where hand building is taught, and is even 

more convinced that throwing is her passion. A weekly ladies Bible study and prayer group is now 

being held at our apartment.  

 

In May, we went to the opening of the Horeb 

Community a retreat centre in Chiaksan National 

Park that Pastor Dong-Hwan Kim and his wife are 

running. They recently returned from ministering in 

England for 17 years. It was a wonderful occasion 

and we met many gracious people who were so 

welcoming.  The centre is exploring ways that Steve 

and Lorraine could be used in their ministry.  

 

 

 

 

 

On a personal note, Steve had two stints in the hospital since 

March.  The first was for elbow surgery.  The second was for 

surgery on a total rupture of the Achilles.  He is learning medical 

Korean the hard way.  Steve and co-author Ed Mackenzie also 

have a new book that has just been published called:  Networks 

for Faith Formation: Relational Bonds and the Spiritual Growth 

of Youth.   

  

Next week Lorraine is travelling back to England to join the 

Methodist Conference.  She will also catch up with daughter 

Hannah and have a break.  Steve and Lorraine will then meet in 

Bangkok for the Asia Pacific mission partner meeting.   

 

Love in Christ 

Lorraine and Steve 

 

Lorraine potting about 

Horeb Community Leadership Training 

 

Learning again about excellent 
Korean surgical practices 

 


