
John Howard, Mission Partner in Jerusalem, was at a remarkable service last week for the World 

Week for Peace in Palestine Israel (see more in his blog here). He sent us these two addresses, which 

he found especially inspirational. 

 

1 A welcome from Zoughbi Zoughbi 

I would like to welcome all of you to Wi’am wholeheartedly. On behalf of the PIEF and the NCCOOP. 

It is great to be together, marking the International Day of Peace.  Celebrating the day, does not 

mean only prayers and spirituality. It is an open invitation for all of us to entice our collective 

responsibility using whatever is possible and means we are comfortable with to end the illegal 

occupation and work for justice..  

Allow me to share a few remarks on the term peace: peace is not the absence of violence or war, 

peace is the presence of justice on all levels: economically, politically, socially, spiritually, 

psychologically and so on. Second, peace means cessation of all violence, where the world and the 

media only focus on insurgent violence. They ignore or even legitimize state violence because they 

think violence committed by uniformed soldiers is okay. Needless to talk about, is state sponsored 

violence committed by right wing groups, especially settlers. We should not forget environmental 

violence and violence committed to diminish cultures and destroy civilizations. Third, peace means 

for us to live in a safe environment, void of violence, and terrorism where each individual can live in 

a community and a state enjoying all kinds of human rights and human security.  Fourth, peace 

means to live in secure borders that guarantee sustainability, development, and growth. Fifth, peace 

means that we are all entitled to live respectfully, dignified, and is able to build the right 

relationships among ourselves where we will have meaningful dialogue and vivacious 

communications with all peoples and nations. Sixth, peace means to have existence and all people 

enjoy equal citizenship with duties and responsibilities based on the separation of the four powers: 

judicial, legislative, executive, and media. Let us dismantle all walls in our hearts as wells as in reality 

by listening to the wise words of his holiness Pope Francis “let us build bridges and not walls.”  

 

2 WWPPI sermon in English by Patriarch Emeritus, Michel Sabbah 
September 22nd, 2016 
Prayer at the Wall 

1 This evening, we come to pray and meditate before the wall, here, in Bethlehem, the city of the 
Nativity, the birthplace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of peace. Peace is a gift from God who 
created all peoples of the earth to live in peace and love. 
The political situation we live in is not a situation of peace and love. It is a situation of hatred and 
death. Palestinian Israeli relations are not built on peace and love. The relation is between the 
oppressor (Israel) and oppressed (Palestinians), the occupier (Israel) and occupied (Palestinians). 
Moreover, internal divisions among political Palestinian parties are not a relation of peace and love. 
We want to remove the wall, a symbol of hatred and hostility. We will be able to remove the cement 
wall if we can remove the barriers of animosity and quarrels ruling our hearts and humanity. If we 
can achieve unity, we can then make peace. Yes, we are oppressed and we are in need of freedom 
and dignity. God, however, tells us that as deep as oppression is, we still need to remove our own 
oppression for ourselves and others. 
Making peace means liberating ourselves from our own sins in order to remove oppression imposed 
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by others. 
God, we raise our voices to you and say: “We are afflicted in every way" (1Cor. 4), and with the 
psalmist “Make us know thy ways, O Lord, teach us thy paths” (Ps.24:4) 

2 In this week, the whole world is praying with us, for us and for justice and peace in order to 
dismantle barriers so that we transform our land into a land of justice, peace and love, and of human 
beings, equally created by God, equally loved by God. 
In 2017, the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian land would be in its 50th year. The Holy Bible 
speaks of the 50th year as that of Jubilee when all is returned to its owners, and when slavery ends. 
The enslaved captives are freed; so is the land that has been sold or taken by others. Who liberates? 
God in his grace but human beings too. The future depends on God’s grace and on human action 
with him. Will the Israeli powers respond to God’s grace in the year of the Jubilee, face the reality of 
the occupation and remove it? The land says, most probably, no. Occupation will not end. 
3 Today we pray with the churches around the globe asking for God’s mercy. We pray for the wall 
and barriers to be dismantled and fall. We pray for Jerusalem so that it becomes again a holy city, a 
city of life, not hatred and death, as it is now. 
We pray for Gaza so that the siege will be lifted and its inhabitants be allowed to live a normal 
human life. 
We implore God Almighty to step in our history, in our reality of military occupation, the wall and 
the siege of Gaza. We pray him to come back to Jerusalem, and to give life, justice and peace for all. 
Lord come back to Jerusalem, Lord, come back to Gaza, Lord come back among us, Israelis and 
Palestinians, change our hearts and minds, “make us know thy ways, teach us thy paths” (Ps.24:4). 
God, hear the cries of human beings and see our need for your mercy, your truth and justice. 
Remove all man-made inflictions and suffering. 
Lord, with the Psalmist we pray: “For thy sake we are killed all day long: we are considered as sheep 
to be slaughtered.”(Psalm 44:22). Lord, hear our prayer. 

4 We ask the Churches around the world who pray with us to act. We ask them to complete their 
prayers with rightful pressure upon their governments who intentionally or unknowingly perpetrate 
or support our oppression. Let your prayers be a tool of education and awareness building for your 
governments and for Israel. Let your prayers help Israel find means for ensuring ‘security” other than 
our oppression and occupation. 
The path for freedom and liberation from fear is clear: It is PEACE, a just and total peace that 
respects the Palestinian like the Israeli. This is our message! it will become a reality when the Israelis 
themselves say it, and when other nations tell it to the Israelis and when churches tell it to their own 
governments. There will be peace, when there is a just and total peace that respects the Palestinians 
and the Israelis alike. 
War, absence of peace in Israel, is caused by fear. We say to Israel: take the risk, dare to make the 
just peace. It will produce security. 
To Israel we say that our continued oppression will not lead to peace, neither to you nor the 
neighboring countries. Peace, security, for you, Israel, for Palestinians and for the whole region is 
dependent on a just peace with the Palestinians. For you, Israel, to live in security, equality and 
dignity, Palestinians have to be assured of the same life, security, equality and dignity. 
The whole region will be at peace when Palestine, the core of war and peace, the land that God 
willed for all its inhabitants will be a land of peace and security. 
God Almighty, look down upon us and have mercy on us. 

 


