
Interview with Assisi and Scout Cook Collins, daughters of our Mission 
Partners Maura Cook and Paul Collins. As a family together with their younger 
brother, Saffi, they are currently living in Ahuachapán, El Salvador.  This 
interview was done with them last year when Assisi was 4 and Scout 6 years 
old. 

What have you liked about being mission partner children and living in a new 
country?   

Assisi - I liked going to the beach on Easter 
Day. The sea is warmer than our beach in 
England so you could stay in for longer. At 
school I learn lots of words from the other 
children that are in Spanish. When I see 
them in the morning, they say 'Hola' to me. 

Scout - I like being able to eat lots of ice 
cream here because it’s so hot. I like my 
big house because there is lots of space on 
the floor inside to play with the train track. 
Because it’s hot we can play with the hose 
in the yard and go to swimming pools 

which are outside. 

What have you disliked about being mission partner children and living in a 
new country?  

Assisi - I don't like the really loud dog that lives on our street. Sometimes I 
don't go out to play because I don't like the dog. I don't like going to school 
some days because I get lots of really hard homework and I don't understand it 
in Spanish. 

Scout - I didn’t like having to move house 
because I miss my old house. We have 
had to do lots of travelling. 

 

 

 



What is the most important thing you have learnt?  

Assisi - I've learnt to do lots of tricky things here,      
like silly kinds of homework and lots of new things 
at school. 

Scout - I’ve learnt some new songs in Spanish, like 
Happy Birthday which is ‘cumpleaños feliz’, and 
how to ride in a tuc-tuc safely. (That’s a motorbike 
with 3 wheels which you can get home from 
somewhere if you are too tired). 

 

 

What do you miss most from back home?  

Assisi - I used to like going to my friends' houses, like Martha's house, and I 
miss fish and chips, the straight fish from the fish and chip shop. 

Scout - I miss my friends and my trampoline and all the toys in the garden like 
the ladder that went up to the sky. 

What are the differences between 
church in El Salvador and your 
church back home? 

Assisi –Our Church in England was 
really fun because I liked playing 
with the felt tip pens. I used to go to 
church in the morning, but here we 
go in the afternoon when it's really 
hot.  

 

Scout - Church is a long way away 
from our house, but in Caistor it was 
just up the hill and round the 

corner. There was carpet on the floor in Caistor church and here it is very dusty 
so we don’t have carpets. 


