
Hong Kong – now is the time for talking  

This evening the mood in Democracy Square is cautious 

if still polite and determined. The numbers of people 

are significantly down – if there were 100,000 on 

Monday night then tonight the numbers are more like 

20,000. It is possible now to see the road carriageway 

with young people sat at the edge about 4 deep. The 

mood is still up-beat, polite with plenty of evidence of 

people offering water, food and of course umbrellas.  

 

Every 50 yards of so is an open mic opportunity for 

people to share their thoughts and the speakers are 

greatly appreciated. An Australian gets the mic at one 

and his greetings in English receive a rapturous 

welcome. A small girl about 8 or 9 years old asks to 

speak. The crowd warm to her and she is invited to 

climb a ladder so we can see her – her words are greeted with enthusiastic applause. 

Suddenly one of the organizers of this open mic event makes an announcement in urgent tones. 

Everywhere people stand up – a bystander translates for me that apparently students have gained 

access to the office of the chief Executive – he is afraid the police will shoot. All around gas masks are 

being handed out. Then it is announced that this is a false alarm. People nervously take their seats in the 

road and the opportunity to speak out is taken up again. 

I go to the edge of the Central Government Offices, 

locally known as Tamar, to see for myself. All is calm 

though some young people have cling film to hand as 

well as wearing masks. CY Leung is safe in his fortress. 

The Police however are stood casually – until suddenly 

there is a ripple of movement but this turns out to be 

the changing of the guard not the doubling of the cordon. However as I arrived at the protests about ten 

coaches unloaded their passengers of uniformed police each with a hold all. Reinforcements just in case. 



The students and young professionals have taken the world by storm, they have made their argument 

powerfully because they are polite, peaceful and have a strong message. Sunday night’s tear gas and 

pepper spray violence sparked a spontaneous movement in which the students and young professionals 

drove the agenda with their idealist demands. In fact during this week there has been a growing number 

of international Hong Kongers who have come to support or be part of the demonstration. However 

there are signs that some businesses and professionals are losing patience with the turmoil caused to 

the transport in the city. 

HOWEVER now, and I mean tonight, the leaders of the protestors need to be equally nimble of foot to 

recognize that politics is the art of the possible. Megaphone negotiating from within or outside Fortress 

Tamar will not bring a good outcome to this remarkable event: 

 C.Y. Leung will not resign but people from his department may talk. Indeed he may talk 

eventually. 

 The students and young professionals (and the many older people who feel so strongly about 

this matter), will not simply go away. 

 The students and Occupy Central should chose 12 people to represent themselves in the talks. 

People who have the ability to negotiate and will be able to relate the details back to the people 

of Hong Kong. 

 Talking has to be the next move and it should begin tomorrow Friday 3 October. 

 This movement will not die, though the authorities look poised to clear the streets of protestors. 

 The Basic law is the place of agreement for all sides. Now we have to work out the meaning of 

that for the process of identifying  

Now is the time for courageous leadership by both Leung and his team, and the emerging leaders of the 

protestors. Dialogue is the only sensible way forward. Violence will not succeed by either party. 

Consultation, dialogue and negotiation has to be the way forward. The people of Hong Kong deserve 

that and we should start that process before the process descends into violence. 

 

Let us pray for wisdom  

for the Legislative Council 

and the leaders of the protestors. 

May God give them grace to seek dialogue and not confrontation. 

May this demonstration characterized by peace, 

lead to understanding and common way forward. 

Hear our prayer in Christ’s name. Amen 
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