
Hong Kong – Update Monday morning - 6 October 

Now for the hard detailed work… 

The move from protests on the highway to dialogue around the negotiating table is one fraught with difficulty. 

Protesting, in a community shocked by the brutality of the riot police using tear gas, is easy. The detailed discussion and 

inevitable compromise of negotiation is a much more difficult journey.  

The argument has been won; the students, in that sense, have triumphed, and now need to adopt a different stance. 

Popular movements find it difficult to change from admired street activists to the role of detailed negotiator. Both they 

and the Government team need a third party who can act as interpreter and help each party to explore the issues of 

possible agreement and clarify the differences. All sides agree that what is called the Basic Law, the agreement reached 

prior to the hand over in 1997, is the starting point. Views divide on the interpretation of its meaning. Theologians and 

Biblical scholars have centuries of experience of such discussions – maybe a team from the local Divinity school should 

be called upon to help! 

Frustration: 

As we move into a second week of these protests the high ideals of the students are in danger of being swallowed up by 

the frustration of residents of Hong Kong. There is no doubt that local traders in Causeway Bay and Mong Kok became 

angered as the week progressed by the disruption caused by the protests. Some travel journeys take longer because 

roads are blocked and HK is a small place. Only one road links HK east and west on the north of the island. It’s all slow 

lane! 

All the people I know in the financial sector indicate there has been little impact in this holiday week. But the effect on 

tourism has been quite different. Tours from China have been cancelled and the effect in this golden holiday week has 

been significant for hotels and high-end shopping. 

The situation is made complex by the culture of Hong Kong. On Sunday night over 30 taxis, horns blaring, lined the route 

to Admiralty demanding the police open the roads, but a reliable source makes clear this morning they were paid 

$500HK to do so.  The Friday evening intimidation of the protestors in Mong Kok (which is on Kowloon side of HK) and 

Causeway Bay is acknowledged to have been by triad gangs seeking to protect their business and ‘turf’.  Hong Kong is 

without doubt the safest city I have lived in but under the surface in parts of the city is a criminal underworld who are 

being disturbed by the protesters and are willing to pay people to cause trouble. In response the action galvanized 

support for protestors in Admiralty (now called Democracy Square). The crowd swelled on Saturday 4 Oct to the tens of 

thousands seen earlier in the week.  

However in Hong Kong, a city devoted to money making and corporate finance, many people are supportive of those 

protesting on a matter of principle. It is recognized by many in the community that the devotion to making money brings 

wealth to some but a poverty of community cohesion for many. The protests have raised an issue of principle around 

which people can gather, whether students and young Hong Kong professionals, seeking an open democracy they 

believe was promised at the hand over. They are joined by international professionals seeking to join the desire for 

good, responsible governance. 

 Methodist response: 

The Methodist Church HK has confirmed its intention to be a place of sanctuary for protestors and the Chinese 

Methodist Church in Wan Chai remains a hub for first aid and support for the protestors, 24 hrs a day. The President and 

Minister of the Chinese Methodist Church in Wan Chai, Revd Tin Yau Yuen, has issued a Pastoral Letter in which he 

writes: ‘I have no hesitation in opening our church to those citizens as a resting and prayer place when they get hurt 



physically and spiritually…The Gospel we believe in is a Gospel which redeems people from evil and sin, not only saving 

us from personal sin, but also freeing us from the suppression and binding of evil and sin caused by others, society and 

constitution. That’s the reason that the Gospel we believe in is necessarily related to social and political issues. It’s 

impossible to be politically neutral, as who can have no political view?’ 

Revd Yuen writes to those involved: ‘We also urge the protesters to express their views in a peaceful and non-violent 

way. We hope the police, especially brothers and sisters among them, understand that we are denouncing the decision 

maker behind the force, rather than any individual of them. We want them to realize that beyond their attentiveness to 

duties, they have a higher mission-- they are serving God, justice and Hong Kong citizens. We show our sincere respect to 

every member of the police who is loyal to and caring for citizens.’ 

 What is the way forward? 

At this point we could be moving to a new phase but it appears both sides are stuck. The authorities have not repeated 

their brutal approach using tear gas to clear the streets but seem incapable of community policing. The students cannot 

agree whether to leave or not. The problem with a popular movement is that corporate decision making is almost 

impossible. Therefore on Saturday in Mong Kok students present voted to leave, only to be replaced by another group 

more determined to remain. 

All this is a far cry from the Thursday night apparent conciliation when CY Leung (The Chief Executive), came out to 

journalists with the offer of talks with the protest leaders. The Hong Kong Federation of Students had earlier issued an 

Open Letter to CY Leung calling for discussions. 

The talks between the government led by Carrie Lam, and the leaders of the student movement and Occupy Central 

have had a shaky beginning but dialogue and negotiation are the only way to move this agenda forward. 

The call for CY Leung to resign as been dropped, but he needs to speak to Beijing on behalf of the HK people. Something 

he has singularly failed to do. 

The Vice Chancellors and senior figures in the HK University and the Chinese University of HK should continue to use 

their position to call on the students to focus their protest on the talks. 

Creator God, 

who brought all things into being, 

hear our cry for your people. 

May protestors and authorities in Hong Kong 

find opportunity to engage in meaningful dialogue 

for the benefit of all people in Hong Kong and China. 

Be with all those who seek to bring understanding  

and to be bridge builders between people of strongly held views. 

May secure peace and shared justice dwell in our community.  Amen. 
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