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Further Education Chaplaincy  

 

Introduction 

• There are over 350 Further Education (FE) Colleges in Britain educating about 2.7 

million learners  

• 37% of 16-18 year olds study in FE Colleges  

• Colleges seek to offer “Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural” Development (SMSC) 

and are often interested in improving “faith literacy” (knowledge about world faiths) 

amongst their learners 

• Many colleges are interested in multi-faith chaplaincies  

Exploring Further 

Chaplaincy in an FE college might involve supporting individual students and staff in a 

crisis, chatting in the coffee bars and corridors, running a multi-faith event to help 

students understand religious diversity, being a link between the colleges and churches, 

or working with a small group of Christian students and staff – there is no standard 

model.  Working with FE colleges is an exciting opportunity to engage with people 

outside the life of church and meet with the generations that are often absent from our 

churches.  Many colleges are very diverse communities with learners and staff of all 

faiths and none and chaplains find this environment to be enriching as well as 

challenging. 

 

Getting Involved 

If you would like to get involved in chaplaincy work with FE colleges begin by finding out 

about your local college and whether there already is a chaplaincy.  If you are not sure 

about this talk to your local Churches Together Group, or there may well be someone 

who works in the college in one of your local churches.  There is a network for FE 

chaplains and members of the Methodist Connexional team are there to help – so please 

get in touch (all contact details are on the resource sheet).   

 

Chaplains are always guests in the institutions they serve, so if there is an opportunity 

to begin new chaplaincy work in your local college it is very important that your 

approach to the college should be an offer of help. At the same time try to think about 

what you actually can and cannot do – what skills, gifts and time can you bring which 

the college might need?  Find out as much as you can about the college first and seek 

advice from fbfe and other appropriate Methodist staff.  Wherever possible chaplaincies 

should have ecumenical support, but this doesn’t mean you need to have involvement 

from all your local churches in order to go ahead.   Think carefully from the beginning 

about to whom chaplains are responsible and how they will report back to the churches. 
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FE Chaplaincy Information: 

Faiths and Further Education: A Handbook (LSC 2005),  

http://www.afan.uk.net/teachers/related-chaplaincy/articles/handbooks/articles-relevant-

chaplains 

Multi-Faith Chaplaincy a Guide for Colleges (LSC 2007)  

http://readingroom.lsc.gov.uk/lsc/National/nat-multi-faith-chaplaincy.pdf 

Welcome to Chaplaincy – A Training Programme for Multi-Faith Chaplaincy in the Further 

Education Sector (LSC 2008) 

http://www.fbfe.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Welcome-to-chaplaincy.pdf 

SMSC Report - Planning and delivering spiritual, moral, social and cultural support in the 

learning and skills sector: (LSIS 2010) 

http://www.lsis.org.uk/Documents/Publications/SMSC%20Web.pdf 

Organisations: 

All Faiths and None (AFAN) 

An educational facility and forum for discussion for FE students and teachers. 

http://afan.uk.net/ 

Faith in Further Education (FIFE) Umbrella name for the newsletter produced by 

fbfe and AFAN with the Church of England FE Adviser:  Contact Garry Neave to join.  

FIFE newsletters are automatically forwarded to the Methodist FE mailing list. 

Chaplaincy Central is a Christian network and resource hub for those involved in 

schools or FE chaplaincy. http://chaplaincycentral.co.uk/ 

Festive works across the UK supporting Christian students, chaplains and those in 

Further Education through prayer, advice, resources and training. www.festive.org.uk  

FE Chaplain Training (FECT) is a multi-faith chaplaincy training project which provides 

free online training courses. http://fect.org/ 

National Council of Faiths and Beliefs in Further Education (fbfe) this group is no 

longer operating; useful information is still on their website http://www.fbfe.org.uk/ 

Contacts: 

Support for FE Chaplaincy from the Methodist Church:  

C&C Development Officer: Meg Prowting, prowtingp@methodistchurch.otg.uk 

C of E FE Officer: Rev Garry Neave garry.neave@churchofengland.org 

Website: http://www.churchofengland.org/education/colleges-universities/fe 

Methodist Chaplaincies:  

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/chaplaincy 

Inquiries:Chaplaincies@methodistchurch.org.uk 

Lead officer: Matthew Reed reedm@methodistchurch.org.uk 07972 37019  

Facebook: Methodist Chaplaincies Twitter: @methchaplaincy 
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