
According to Wendy's dad, youth is marked by three
significant ages: at 10 one enters double figures and

becomes an old man or lady, at 13 a rebellious teenager
and at 20 one reverts to being a young man or young lady.
In February, Kathleen celebrated her second year as a
rebellious teenager and in March, Talitha was thrilled to
achieve the status of old lady. Although Julu being a
rebellious teenager is old news, he relished the
opportunity to wind up his grandfather by telling him that
he had taken his rebellion one step further and taken up
smoking. The smoking he was referring to, however, was
not tobacco but food which he and friend Andrew Ruth
have been tantalising our tastebuds with recently.
Following plans from the internet, they built a charcoal
fired smoker out of a used oil drum and tested it out
resulting in a pair of sensational, smoked chickens. Since
then we have also had smoked beef and pork. It is a real
taste treat that harks back to Andrew's youth as a country
boy in Carolina.At the start of April, Julu was able to add law

breaking to his rebel qualifications when we
discovered that Glen's employment visa had expired. After
a hasty trip to Lusaka, and some fast footwork by one of
the Synod administrative staff we were able to correct the
error before the matter was taken further. It was a stressful
experience and we were all greatly relieved, except for
Kathleen, who was looking forward to the thrill of a dash
across the border to take refuge in the D.R.C.Meanwhile, at the UCZ theological college we have

reached the busiest time of semester. Students,
tired from weeks of study, are struggling under a heavy
load of assignments while beginning their revision for
exams. Staff are teaching normal and intensive classes, as
well as marking and getting their exam question papers in
order. There have been several difficult management
matters to navigate so I have been feeling the pressure
more than usual. Set against these challenges have been
the enjoyment of teaching the students and helping the
library to procure another influx of quality books.

The course that has stood out for me over the last four
months has been New Testament Theologies, where

we have been looking closely at the theological ideas in
the New Testament. This has been a very stimulating
course, with a lot of interaction in class, as we have been
struck repeatedly by how difficult it is to do justice to the
complexity and subtlety of thought within the New
Testament writings.Another cause for encouragement has been repair

work on the security wall near UCZ houses. Thieves
have been stealing with increasing regularity and the hole
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in the wall has been providing them with an easy route to
do so. As a community, we have explored and talked
about fixing this hole for a long time. I identified an
engineering company who could rebuild the wall and our
support agencies generously provided the required
funding. As I write, the wall is close to completion which
has heartened those aware of it before its official opening.
One of these is the director of M.E.F. campus who is
inspired by the project and wants to engage the engineers
to continue afterwards and completely restore the integrity
of the wall. When this occurs, this will be a significant
developmental step for the Mindolo community.In January the college was saddened by the death of one

of our intensive students, Rev. Longa. While returning
from the funeral my colleagues had a fascinating
conversation about ministering in poorer, rural parts of
Zambia. Rev. Teddy Sakupapa recounted his time in
Chipata. When he arrived the local church found it very
difficult to provide any financial support to the minister.
He realised that the problem was that the congregation did
not recognise its own wealth and strength (that they were
skilled farmers). He resolved to tap into their expertise
and set up a minister's farm plot where he enlisted the
congregation to help and advise him from planting
through to harvest. The result was a bountiful harvest that
not only provided food for Teddy and his family but also
surplus to be sold.As a next stage he challenged the members to plant

their own plots on behalf of the church and see who
could produce the most. The fruits of these crops were
sold or given in kind to support ministry within the
church. This initiative was highly successful, empowered
the members of the church, and by the time Rev.
Sakupapa left the congregation was able to vigorously
support the work of his successor. Within the college
Teddy can pass his experience onto our graduates who,

when faced with similar hardship, will be better prepared
to empower the Christians rather than be discouraged by
their circumstances.For the rest of the family the regular cycle of home

education continues. At points, Talitha has been
fascinated by her study of American history and Taliesin
too enthuses about the more striking books in his
programme. Talitha is working towards her grade 4 cello
exam and grade 2 piano in June; Taliesin grade 4 piano.
We are looking forward to the release of an online maths
equivalent to Kathleen's “Reading Eggs” this month.
Unfortunately, her epilepsy still breaks through every few
weeks.Julu is building up to his IGCSE exams later this month.

His mock exam results were solid and he appears to be
dealing with the increased workload calmly. In March we
surveyed possible schools for his A level studies and are
very taken by Chengelo, a well established Christian
school in a spectacular rural setting about 4.5 hours from
Kitwe.We have been fortunate to continue involvement

with a group of local orphans and the Copperbelt
Albino Foundation. Our friend, whose family looks after
the orphans, has managed to raise enough support to place
them in school for the first semester. Next, they need to
register themselves formally as carers so that they can
access support services and protect themselves legally.
After a quiet period, where the Albino Foundation
concentrated on encouraging new families, they
conducted an exciting four hour sensitisation programme
at Salem school for orphans. The programme educated
through songs, dance and drama.Our furlough begins in July, so our next letter will be

on its way to you from northern regions. Afterwards,
some of you living in those parts will be meeting with us
in the flesh. How exciting! Until then, farewell.
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