
The sky is leaden and there are tremendous growls of
thunder as we heads towards another downpour of

tropical rains. The brown and dusty landscape around
Kitwe has been transformed into a riotous sea of green
by the heavy Copperbelt rains. Ever present dust, smoke,
population and malodour of the dry season have been
washed away to be replaced by puddles of water and
trails of mud. Local amphibians and insects are rejoicing
at the return of water, have produced their young and are
filling the nights with their melodic calls.At the beginning of October, students at the UCZ

theological college finished their second semester
exams and moved onto the next stage of their HIV
training or rural attachments (for the graduating class).
Most students did well but a few of my students
struggled to perform when their final exams came
around. In the case of one student in particular, this was
really sad to see. Generally he is a good scholar and is
fine ministerial material but this semester personal
tragedy and difficulties have upset him. Over the course
of a year students need to raise about £1250 in tuition
fees without directly soliciting support from
congregations. His financial support was inadequate and
throughout the semester he had to move around trying to
raise his outstanding fees. Midway through the semester,
his new born son developed pneumonia and died. After a
week of grieving with the family he tried to recommence
his studies but it became clear that he couldn't
concentrate and make up for lost time.
This student's case is an extreme example of the typical
hurdles that our students have to overcome to complete
their training and fulfil their ambitions to become leaders
within the Zambian churches. When students do
complete their studies, it is a great achievement that
deserves an accolade for their hard won success. On 2nd
December this was done at the licencing service for the
seven students who finished their training this year. By
the start of the college's next academic year, in January,
they will be at their posts, leading congregations of the

United Church of Zambia into the future.Just before the onset of heavy rains, we took a five day
family camping holiday to Nsobe, a game reserve

about two hours away. The campsite is delightful,
located beside a dam with grassy expanses and plenty of
shady trees. There was fishing and canoeing in the dam,
a good restaurant and reptile and bird houses. Most days
we went for a drive to spot the range of animals who live
at Nsobe. We were fortunate to see most of the ungulates
including the spectacular sable, hartebeest, gnu and
eland. One afternoon we had a close encounter with most

Noel says a few words when receiving his

Grade 6 music theory certificate.
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of the park's giraffes and on our last drive we also
managed to get a good view of a small group of zebra.
We also took advantage of the park roads to put Julu in
charge of the vehicle and have some driving training.
Our final night was marked by the first rains of the
season and the boys discovered the importance of
checking that your tent is pitched properly. They had to
abandon their tent in the middle of the night.During November we all went back to work. I was

on leave from the college so I was writing busily
on my doctoral thesis. Wendy and the children returned
to their school routine. It was a productive time with me
completing a draft of another major section of my work.
The younger children are working solidly through their
lessons in the anticipation that they will be having a long
holiday when we are on leave in the UK next year. Julu is
progressing nicely towards his international GCSE
exams in May and June of 2013.Wendy has fewer music students at present. It's a

mobile population. Trying to engage and inspire
the younger ones can be quite a challenge. Her only adult
student, Noel, a local Zambian Boys' Brigade leader, had
particular reason to celebrate his lessons. After 14 years
of trying, he passed his ABRSM grade six music theory
test. This will boost his musical ministry in his local
UCZ church, where he arranges music for the brass band
and advises the other musical leaders. Last Sunday we
were at his home church to see the minister proudly
present him with his certificate and listen to the Boys
Brigade band playing some of their repertoire of
Christmas carols.Over recent months we have been privileged to come

to know a dynamic local lady and become involved
in some of the inspiring work that she has been doing. An
orphan herself, who had spent time on the street, she
takes in and cares for 18 orphans in addition to her own
dependants. This has created significant challenges for

her and her husband, not only financially providing the
needs for all of these young people. They have been
forced to move many times by landlords who do not
appreciate large family groups.She also became concerned for the situation of albinos

in this part of Zambia. As a result, together with
other likeminded Zambians, she has undertaken to form
a local organisation catering to the needs of albinos. At
the core of the group are several determined and
articulate people who want to transform the future of
albinism in this region of Zambia. They have a strong
sense of purpose and many ideas about how to educate
the community about albinism, fundraise and improve
the lives of those who live with albinism on a daily basis.
They have made substantial progress towards registering
the Copperbelt Albino Association and setting up an
office to become a focal point for their activities in this
region. The group wants to begin an extensive education
programme to break down the misinformation and
stigmatisation that currently exists about albinism. So
many of them have exceedingly poor health and live in
fear due to threats to their lives.As a family, we continue to attend the weekly chapel

service at the Anglican seminary next door. It is a
small gathering with duties shared between the main
families who attend. We are quite settled there, able to
participate in the worship wholeheartedly and have a
sense of community that we had not been able to form
elsewhere.Our neighbours, are an example of how some

Zambians celebrate Christmas. During the month
of December, the children are given fireworks to let off
culminating in a long and loud display at midnight on
Christmas eve. They invite friends around for an outdoor
party with food, drinks and music and take a family day
trip to a local beauty or tourist spot. Of course, we know
many others for whom, after their church celebration,
there is no money for special food.

Farewell for the Yohan family at the Anglican

chapel.

Talitha and Glen having a closer look at an

Nsobe resident.




