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Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of our 
faith. Hebrews 12: 2 (NIV) 
 

 
 

Follow our blog at: 
www.keepingeyesfixed.blogspot.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“He is not here, 
He is risen” 

Luke 24: 5 (NRSV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Alleluia Christ is risen!” 
He is risen indeed, Alleluia” 
 
Around the world this weekend, those words would ring out 
in a multitude of languages as Christians celebrated Easter 
and the resurrection, the foundation of our faith. 
 
Easter greetings, grace and peace be with you all 
 
Holy Week in the Togolese Methodist church has been a 
busy event beginning with Palm Sunday.  The church next 
to our house has been very busy with services at 5am, 
9am 12 noon, 6.30pm and a watch night service on Easter 
eve, from 10pm to 3am.  We didn’t manage to be at them 
all. 
 
Easter Sunday Morning was spent at a small church to the 
east of Lomé where Michael led the service and preached.  
The dancing and singing during the time of worship was a 
joy to see as we celebrated the hope of Easter in the midst 
of difficulty.  This part of the city floods each year and 
many of the church members have to cope with flooded 
homes and as a result there is increased illness, 
particularly malaria, for a good four months of the rainy 
season before the water subsides.  We are reminded that 
for many in this part of the world, life is a daily struggle to 
provide the basics of life, shelter, food and health against 
increasing odds.    
 
Climate change in the north of Togo has led to drier 
weather, and falling crop yields.  This has led to migration 
to the city as people look for work which has in turn meant 
increased urbanisation that progressed faster than the 
development of infrastructure to cope with the population 
changes.  Added to this is high levels of existing 
unemployment and rapid increases in the prices of many 
basics, (food stuffs, petrol and electricity have shot up over 
recent weeks) and we begin to get an impression of the 
trials of life people face.   
 
Meanwhile, Michael’s work continues.  He is currently 
working on an introduction to the Old Testament for 
preachers and is teaching a mission module for 
Mediafrique, an organisation that provides training for 
Christian radio workers from across West Africa 
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We are seconded by the 
Methodist Church of Great Britain 
to the Methodist Church in Togo 
as mission partners, sharing in the 
work of building God’s Kingdom 
across the world.   
For further information and details 
about how you can help support 
this work, please get in touch, 
(address below) or contact the 
World Church Relationships Office 
of the Methodist Church at: 

 
Methodist Church House 
25 Marylebone Road 
LONDON 
NW1 5JR 
0207 486 5502 
wcr.admin@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 
 
 
Contact Us 
 
C/O, L’Eglise Méthodiste  du Togo 
BP 49,  
Lomé 
TOGO 
West Africa 
 
+228 854 88 29 
 
michael.holland@methodist.org.uk 

 
 
 
Mailing Options 
 

To receive this newsletter by 
email, amend address or to stop 
receiving, please email: 
 
michael.holland@methodist.org.uk 

 Sheila meanwhile has begun working with Louis, (our 
driver) supporting children in difficult circumstances.  The 
work which they call Dieu n’oublie personne (God forgets 
no one) supports the schooling of young children and 
provides a weekly ration of basic foodstuffs, (rice, oil, 
sardines, tomato paste and maize flour).  They currently 
support three children, with plans to increase this as 
funding allows.  

 
Delali (9)is the eldest of the 
children.  Her father died 
before she was born and 
her mother, unable to care 
for her, left her with 
relatives in her village and 
has not been seen since.  
Delali was brought to Lomé  
at the age of six to live with 
another family who already 
have a number of their own 
children 
 
 

Delali receiving food from Louis 

 
The work aims to 
demonstrate the enduring 
love of God, that despite 
their difficult 
circumstances, God has 
not forgotten them, just 
as God did not forget the 
Israelites in the desert 
and provided them with 
food as they needed.  
 

Dieu Donné receiving food from Sheila 

 
We will be in Britain for our ‘home assignment’ and holiday 
from June to August this summer, and will be based at 
Sheila’s parents in Cumbria.  We hope that we will get to 
see some of you during our time there.  Michael will be at 
the Methodist Conference in Southport and we have 
speaking engagements in the Cumbria District:  Penrith 
Circuit (10 July) and Wigton Circuit (17 July).   We will also 
be at the Keswick convention (week 2) 
 

Prayer Points 
 
We appreciate your continued prayers: 

• For good health and safety in travel 

• For rest and refreshment during our time in the UK 

• For the work Dieu n’oublie personne 

• For continuing language skills (French and Mina) to 
help us in our work and in developing and building 
relationships 


