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Link Letter No 23                         December 2013 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

As we near the end of 2013 we reflect back on a very busy year which has again been full 

for change and new beginnings for us.  In April, we were asked to become the country 

leaders for Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) in Bangladesh.  This took effect in 

October and we are slowly getting our heads around the role - new challenges but a great 

team to work with.  This new role meant that in the summer we travelled to Pennsylvania, 

USA for a month of orientation to MCC, and learning more about Mennonites in general - 

very helpful for us non-Mennonites!  MCC in Bangladesh is not linked specifically to any 

church, but rather is a Christian development agency which seeks to provide 'Relief, 
development and peace in the name of Christ'.   
 

Our time away was also a great opportunity to see a little of the USA and meet up with 

some special friends from Sarah's childhood in Pakistan.  We were so fortunate to be 

staying within a few hours of Washington DC and New York so were able to take day trips 

to both cities which was great fun.  Travelling all the way to the USA from Bangladesh 

meant that we were able stop off to see family on the way there and on the way back 

which we really appreciated and enjoyed! 

 

Since mid-October more than 100 

people have been killed and hundreds 

injured since the political crisis in 

Bangladesh began over upcoming 

elections and the conduct of war 

crimes trials.  The opposition parties 

have repeatedly called 'hartals' 

(strikes) and blockades which shut 

down all transport links between cities.  

Elections have been set for  
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January 5th and it appears they will go ahead despite wide spread support for them to be 

postponed.  Many have called for there to be dialogue between the main parties, but as 

the front page cartoon of The Daily Star paper  

here in Bangladesh shows, the leaders of the two main political parties each have 

different ideas what this means. 

 

There has been a huge increase in random violence which has resulted understandably in a 

rise in fear as normal people try to continue with their lives.  The blockades badly affect 

the lives and livelihoods of the low income people such as the day labourers who cannot 

find work.  In the MCC Bogra office, much of the work is agricultural and therefore the 

staff are in close contact with farmers.  These farmers are barely making ends meet.  

During the hartals they cannot get transport their vegetables to the nearby markets and 

locally are selling cauliflower for just 4 taka (about 4 pence) whereas in Dhaka they are 

sold for about 35 taka.   

 

Travelling between cities, including the transportation of food and produce, becomes 

impossible as all vehicles come to a halt during the blockades.  During the last month, 

trains have also been the target of vandalism with many trains being derailed.  In our 

office, many of our colleagues talk about being scared travelling in case they are caught 

up in the indiscriminate violence.    

 

However, in the last week we 

have been able to participate 

in different Christmas 

parties.  We were pleased to 

be able to attend the Church 

of Bangladesh on the 

cathedral compound and see 

many of our old colleagues.  

We also had our own MCC 

office party when 30 people 

squeezed to our flat (see 

photo).  Sarah also found 

time to arrange a party for 

the children in our building.  

Exhausting but good fun!  
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This year we were reminded that the first advent candle is the candle of hope, and how 

we should look for signs of God's light among us.  As we reflect back on the year just 

ending we can see much darkness but also glimmers of light as we see Emmanuel - God 

with us.  The Christmas parties are part of this light.  Below we give some highlights of 

other instances of God's light amongst us.  

 

The morning begins at 6 and today was no different to any other - wake up the kids, make 
sandwiches and have breakfast, gets kids to school bus at 7:15 am.  Early in the morning I 
had a phone call from the lady who helps in our home, she couldn't come in.  As I listened 
to her story I'm immediately challenged by her witness. We've mentioned her before, a 
believer, who is such an example to us of living 'like a light set on a hill'.  Last night a 
family in her community was mourning - their 5 year old son had been killed in a road 
accident. She went to be with them despite the huge storm that was raging outside.  She 
spent the night with the family offering comfort and stayed with them today as the little 
boy was to be buried.   
 

One of the MCC supported projects is in one of Dhaka's large 

rubbish dumps.  It isn't an experience you easily forget; 

men, women and children foraging through Dhaka's rubbish 

searching for recyclable material they can sell.  As 'waste 

resource workers' they make at most, 200 taka a day (about 

£2).  They are some of the poorest of the poor, so 

desperate that they look to ways of making money that put 

their health and their children's health at risk.   Most waste 

resource workers wear poor footwear and no gloves as they 

dig through the mountains of rubbish, putting themselves at 

huge risk.  To address this, MCC offered HIV/AIDS 

awareness training to women working in the landfill, in the 

south of Dhaka.  Following the training, one lady Rina Akter 

said   “I learned to be careful about how I collect waste.  I 

pay special attention to sharp objects, such as needles.”  

Many of the women working on the landfill site are accompanied by their children.  MCC 

works with a local partner who has also set up a school for these children on the site 

providing childcare and education for the children.  MCC provides additional support 

through providing school kits for these children.  When we visited earlier in the year, we 

had the opportunity to hand out the school kits and we had such a warm greeting as the 

young boys ran up and helped unload the van with such lovely smiles on their faces.  See 

more at http://mcccanada.ca/stories/videos/day-life-waste-resource-workers-bangladesh    
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A few months ago, Sarah visited a small preschool which meets in a Church of Bangladesh 

church building in a tribal part of northern Bangladesh.  The children are taught in their 

mother tongue and are gradually introduced to Bangla to prepare them for the 

government school which they will start when they are six.  Many do not know Bangla as 

they do not speak it in their families 

or communities and the preschool 

prepares them for that step, laying 

important language foundation. As we 

approached the community, we were 

greeted by beautifully dressed girls 

performing a graceful dance (see 

photo).  The church plays a central 

part in the community, valuing and 

encouraging the local tribal culture 

and language. 

 

 

 

These are just some examples of where we see glimpses of hope, God is with us - 

Emmanuel.  The chorus in a song by Casting Crowns expresses it so well.  We pray this for 

each of us again this Christmas - that we will be reminded again of His presence. 

 
Love is raining down on the world tonight 

There's a presence here I can tell 
God is in us, God is for us, God is with us, Emmanuel 

He's a Saviour we have been praying for 
In our humble hearts He will dwell 

God is in us, God is for us, God is with us, Emmanuel 
 
 
Join us in thanking God for…. 

 His presence with us and glimpses of hope this year 

 Relationships, both new and continued, which we were able to enjoy during the Christmas 

festivities.   

 Rehana, and the light she brings to her community. 

 Safety during the blockades and hartals 

 

Please pray …. 

 Please continue to pray for Bangladesh, especially in the time around elections in early 

January.  

 for our safety as we travel around Dhaka during hartals, trying to keep life as normal as 

possible. 

 During the blockades, travel for work has become impossible and many visits and trainings 

have had to be postponed.  Please pray as we try to rearrange these in the next few months. 

 That we would be able to share more about Christmas with colleagues and neighbours. 
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A note from Rebecca, Reuben & Matthew...... 

Rebecca continues to be so thoughtful, and was keen to have a 

Christmas party for all the children in our building.  We had 

over 20 come for cake.  Rebecca made sure that a young boy  

aged 11, who works in one of the homes in our building, 

received a small gift.  Please do remember him in your prayers 

- he is so young and works so hard. 

 

Reuben has a huge enthusiasm for life and lives it to the full.  

He was delighted to be a main part in his Christmas play, The 

Sleepy Shepherd. 

 

Matthew is enjoying the his school but is still home in time for 

his favourite 'dhal bhat' (rice and dhal) at lunch.  He likes 

words and made someone laugh when last week they asked his 

name and he said with a big smile - 'Mosha' (Bangla for 

mosquito) instead of 'Mothi'  (the Bangla for Matthew) 

 

 

 

With love from the five of us….. 

David, Sarah, Rebecca, Reuben & Matthew   

and our names in Bangla script…ডেভিে , সারা, ডরবেকা, রুবেন, ম্যাভিউ   
 
 
 

 

 
Rebecca, Reuben and Matthew with 

Rehana and her family 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


