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Link Letter No 21 October 2012 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This marks the end of an era - our last link letter under the Bangladesh group.  But it will not be the 

last Halls Happenings - read on to fine out more... 

 

Time here has flown by and already we can feel the winter 

season approaching with cooler nights (yeah!)   We returned to 

Bangladesh at the end of August and it was lovely to see the 

children so delighted to ‘be home’ in our flat despite having 

been away for almost five months.  We realised that great as 

it is to see family and friends, for now this feels our family 

home.  We had a lovely surprise in the flat with welcome 

flags!  Much was the same, we are back in our flat, met up 

with friends and the children returned to Grace 

International School just two days after returning.  

However, much has also changed which takes longer to adjust to.   

 

As we mentioned in our last letter, we felt it was time to move on from Church of Bangladesh (CoB), 

yet didn’t feel ready to leave Bangladesh.  Sarah was hoping to come back and continue to work in some 

way with the education department of the Church but we realised it would be complicated if we were 

to join different organizations in terms of funding, visas and  agreements.  After some enquires and 

investigating we gradually realised we should join the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), a North 

American Christian development agency.  We are excited by this as it will allow us to build on the great 

experience we gained while at Church of Bangladesh.  David joins the leadership team and will 

spearhead their work in disaster resilience and disaster response.  Sarah will continue to work in 

education, supporting their work in developing quality of teaching.   

 

One pleasing aspect is that MCC has an existing partnership with the Church of Bangladesh.  Sarah has 

also worked with MCC in the past, facilitating joint teacher training between Church of Bangladesh and 

MCC, something she hopes to build upon.  She was very pleased to  facilitate a session at the Church of 

Bangladesh teacher training workshop in October, along with new MCC colleagues.  It was a great 

opportunity to meet up with the teachers that she had been working with over the last six years.  

Please do pray that this link with the education programmes will continue to grow. 
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UK service 

It seems strange now, when we are settling into life with MCC, to look back and recall the uncertainty 

we felt over our future while we were at home in the spring.  I guess that is often how it is - periods 

of change and uncertainty when we learn again to have faith in God and trust Him for the future.  Our 

4 months in UK was very enjoyable, if busy.  We had speaking engagements in Ireland (north and 

south), Scotland and England, visiting around 50 different church groups in total.  However, each visit 

was very enjoyable and encouraging.  Most of the places we visited have supported us for the 7 years 

we have been here, and it was nice to reacquaint ourselves with friends and continue the relationship 

with these churches.  It was humbling in many ways to meet people who have faithfully supported us in 

prayer over the years, and great to have a chance to say a face-to-face "Thank-you".   

 

Although we did not know it at the start, this turned out to be a kind of ‘farewell’ tour, as in our new 

role we can no longer be mission partners with the various agencies.  However we have been very 

encouraged that many people and churches have asked to keep hearing from us, even outside the 

formal mission partner link, and we are happy to retain links with many of the churches that have 

supported us over the years.  We will remain connected in a more informal way with the various mission 

agencies.  For example we and have now become CMS Mission Associates, so we will stay linked with 

the wider CMS community.  We plan to continue writing periodic newsletters (and monthly 

'postcards'), and can send them direct to you if you wish.  If you have not already done so, please 

contact us as shown at the top of this letter if you would like to continue hearing from us.   

 

RELATIONSHIPS 

This letter was meant to be written in August, before we returned to Bangladesh.  However this delay 

does give a chance to reflect more on our time with Church of Bangladesh and explain more about our 

future.  

 

On an evaluation visit to a CBSDP project in NE Bangladesh David asked a community group “Why do 

you prefer the CoB development Programme and not some of the bigger organizations?” Their reply 

was “because CBSDP has a relationship with us, they know us.”   As we planned to return to Bangladesh 

many asked us a similar question - "Why do you want to stay?"  Well one of the reasons is the 

relationships that God has blessed us with during our time here and with those within the Church of 

Bangladesh.  It is good to be back here and be able to build upon existing relationships.   

 

Our greatest privilege in working with the Church of Bangladesh has been seeing relationships develop 

over the time we have been here.  Over the seven years, Sarah has worked with the education 

programme and teachers throughout Dhaka Deanery.  She had got to know well the teachers on the 

Cathedral compound in Old Dhaka where 

the offices used to be based and more 

recently Sarah visited each week.  It was 

this school that Rebecca frequently 

visited and learnt most of her Bangla.  

Dorothy teacher, as Rebecca called her,  

is here in this photo. A lovely young lady 

who recently left the school to look after 

an aging mother in another part of Dhaka.  

Her family are also seeking to find a 

suitable match for her within the 

Christian community for her to marry.  
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Also in Old Dhaka Sarah had the opportunity to teach English to theological students each week and 

enjoyed the challenge of teaching adults but also the chance to get to know the students.  Over the 

seven years it has been great visiting different locations and meeting catechists and priests whom 

Sarah once taught at the college.  While we were in the UK, many in this group photograph completed 

their course and have moved on.  Subol was a 

Hindu convert who was keen to study Theology and 

go back to his community in the north of the 

country and share his faith.  He is now living in 

Mymensingh and looking for a job.  Please do pray 

for him that he will find a job to support his 

family but also that he would be able to share his 

faith.  Purnima has now returned to work with her 

church and the local church school as a children’s 

worker in the very north of the country.  Sadly a 

few months ago, Ratan’s father died suddenly of a heart attack.  

Ratan and Bakoli (his wife) had to leave their studies to find jobs to support the wider family, as Ratan 

is now the head of the family.  They both had huge potential for their studies and work with the 

church.  We hear the Church has now employed them and they are continuing their studies by 

extension.  Pray specially for Ratan as he takes on the role and responsibilities as head of his family.   

 

We’re often amazed by how stories in the Bible seem so alive in this cultural context.  Since coming 

back the parable of the talents has been brought to life vividly for us.  In our speaking engagements 

we sometimes shared the story of Salma, our Ayah (helper). She has so little and yet is so thankful to 

God, remembering that all she has comes from him.  When we left here in March we gave Salma a small 

amount of additional money to enrol in a tailoring course she was so keen to do.  We returned four and 

a half months later and asked how the course had been.  She beamed with pride - “really good.  I didn’t 
want to forget what I had learned so I decided to buy a sewing machine and got a loan for Tk5000 
(about GBP 50).  I heard Singer machines were the best but they were too expensive so I bought a 
butterfly machine.  Since then I have made and altered clothes for my family and friends in the 
community.”  It’s another way for her to make additional money for her family and develop skills for 

her future.   

 

Earlier this month we travelled out of Dhaka for an All Staff Workshop with MCC.  Salma has now 

been directly employed by MCC so she was also invited to come.  We were really pleased; it’s great 

that she is part of the wider MCC family and had the opportunity to attend the training and to share 

her thoughts.  We travelled six hours by train to a city in the north where the training was held.  She 

was so excited at the prospect of travelling out of the city especially as it was her first time on a 

train.  In reflecting afterwards, she said when she first signed her contract with MCC they said now 

you are part of the MCC family. After attending the workshop, she realised it was true –everyone ate 

together, shared together and she felt part of the wider family. 

 

Settling Back 

We have been fortunate to return to our flat which is much closer to our new office, only a few 

minutes walk.   Recently, an Islamist political party in Bangladesh responded to the US film against 

Islam by calling a hartals (a strike). Although it meant that Sarah’s visit out of Dhaka was cancelled we 

had no excuses not to go to work!   We were very grateful to be given the opportunity of one months 

orientation which included further Bangla language study – alas a lot more is needed!   
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Matthew has just started to attend a local playgroup in our neighbourhood, 

which we hope will help him learn Bangla and make some friends in the local area.  

It was quite a surprise though when he got homework his first week – please 

learn Twinkle Twinkle little star!   Rebecca and Reuben have returned to Grace 

International School.  The building’s ‘scare‘ last spring is now over and the 

secondary school has a lovely new site.  David is now Chair of the school’s Board 

of Trustees, so that takes up a lot of his spare time.   

 

 

 

Join us in thanking God for…. 

• Relationships, both new and continued, that we have with many Bangladeshi friends and colleagues. 

• The many people and churches who continue to support us in prayer (you are one of them!)  

• An enjoyable time back in UK, visiting supporting churches and spending time with friends and 

family.  

• Our safe return to Bangladesh and our month of settling into our new jobs. 

• The opportunity to spend more time focusing again on language learning. 

• The opportunity to attend the MCC All Staff Workshop, allowing us to meet and spend time with 

our new colleagues. 

• Matthew settling into a new local preschool in our neighbourhood. 

• Grace International School – especially that buildings are secure for a few more years.  

• Sarah to have the opportunity to participate in Church of Bangladesh teacher training. Pray that 

further opportunities may arise.  

• The opportunity David had to lecture on the Environmental Health module for a masters course at 

BRAC University – another example of the varied experience we get here!. 

 

Please pray …. 

• MCC works with and through local partners.  During the next couple of months both David and 

Sarah will be travelling and meeting with various partners. Pray for safe travels and  

• For Sarah, as she begins to think of ways of providing training and how we can network. 

• The Board of Grace International School, as it strives to secure the future for the school and  

seeks a new principal (see www.graceinternationalschool.org for anyone who is interested). 
• David, as he assumes responsibly as Chairman of the School Board of Trustees. 

• Language study is necessary, but tough.  Please pray that we would be able to improve our Bangla.   

• There are some issues regarding our flat that may mean we have to move.  Pray these can be 

resolved and our accommodation get finalised. 

 

 

With love from the five of us….. 

 

David, Sarah, RebeccaDavid, Sarah, RebeccaDavid, Sarah, RebeccaDavid, Sarah, Rebecca,,,, Reuben Reuben Reuben Reuben    &&&& Matthew Matthew Matthew Matthew    
and our names in Bangla script… 
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