
 ECUMENICAL ACCOMPANIMENT PROGRAMME IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL 

 

Dr. Jenny Bywaters                             Newsletter 3   April 4th 2013  

My first newsletter mentioned that the EAPPI team here in Jerusalem regularly monitors 
checkpoints; it is time to describe in more detail the many barriers to movement and access that 
Palestinian people suffer under the occupation. Checkpoints are located within the Separation 
Barrier which Israel has constructed on the basis that it is necessary for her security. Some sections 
consist of a high concrete wall, while others are composed of fences with electronic monitoring. The 
Qalandiya checkpoint, which we monitor from 4.30 am to 7.30 am on Sundays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, is in the wall separating Ramallah in the West Bank from Jerusalem. Every day thousands 
of Palestinians who live in and around Ramallah have to pass through this checkpoint to go to work, 
school, college or medical facilities in Jerusalem.  Those going on foot enter first a large draughty 
shed, where they join one of the three caged queues. When I say caged, I mean that there are bars 
on each side so that people are forced into single file, and bars overhead. At the front of each queue 
is a turnstile which is released intermittently to allow a few people through. Once through the 
turnstile, they have to go to one of five lanes (though all five are not always open) where again they 
have to wait for a turnstile to let them pass into a booth. Here they have to put bags through an 
airport-style X-ray and step through a metal detector. At the same time, they have to show their 
permit to enter Jerusalem. If their papers are in order, they have to wait for the next turnstile to 
open, after which they have only two more to pass through before they can exit the checkpoint.  

 Lest you should be thinking that every country has security checks at its borders and airports, it 
should be remembered that this is not a recognised international  border . It is a border created by 
Israel between two areas of occupied territory, the West Bank and illegally annexed East Jerusalem.  
About 4 million Palestinians from the West Bank are prohibited from entering East Jerusalem 
without Israeli-issued permits which are difficult to obtain. The checkpoint blocks the route to the 
specialist hospitals in East Jerusalem which Palestinians used to be able to access freely. Now 
patients referred there by a doctor must first obtain from the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah a 
document confirming that the investigation or treatment they need cannot be provided in the West 
Bank. Then they must obtain a letter from the Jerusalem hospital confirming the date and time of 
their appointment.  Only then can they apply for a permit to enter Jerusalem, and if they get one 
they can use only four of the sixteen checkpoints along the city boundary.  A woman we regularly 
visit in Al Eizariya (the Biblical Bethany) told us of her recent experience of this process, in which it 

had taken a month to get the necessary 
permit to visit Jerusalem for a scan.  

Recently  I was with the EAPPI team  in 
Jayyus on the West Bank, north of 
Jerusalem. They monitor the checkpoint 
at Qalqiliya, where huge numbers of 
people regularly cross into Israel for 
work. I counted 3442 people through the 
checkpoint in just two hours between 
4am and 6 am.  Sadly two people were 
injured in the crush and had to be taken 
to hospital by ambulance.  A Palestinian 
man said to us: “We just want to be 
treated like human beings: we are not 
animals or donkeys.”  

Qalqiliya Checkpoint 



 Qalqiliya is a city of 50,000 people which is almost entirely surrounded by the Barrier. If it were 
purely for defensive purposes, the logical route for it would be along the Green Line, the 
internationally recognised border of Israel before it occupied the Palestinian territories in the 1967 
war. In fact the Barrier’s total length (constructed and projected) is 708 Kilometres, more than twice 
the length of the Green Line. When it is completed, 85% of the route will run inside the West Bank, 
putting 9.4% of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, on the “Israeli” side, and including over 
85% of the Israeli settler population .  About 7500 Palestinians who live between the Green Line and 
the Barrier in the so-called “Seam Zone” require special permits to continue living in their own 
homes. In its 2004 Advisory Opinion, , the International Court of Justice said that the sections of the 
Barrier which run inside the West Bank, together with the associated gate and permit regime, violate 
Israel’s obligations under international law. It called on Israel to cease construction and dismantle 
the sections already completed, as well as repealing all related laws. Israel has ignored this call.(UN 
OCHA Factsheet July 2012:The Humanitarian Impact of the Barrier)  

Two weeks ago we went out with Sister Alicia, a Spanish 
nursing nun from the Sisters of Comboni,  to visit some 
vulnerable Bedouin communities in the West Bank. On 
the way back, she took us to see how the Wall has 
bisected her community in Al Eizariya/Bethany near the 
site traditionally identified as the tomb of Lazarus. The 
two sisters who work with Bedouins in the West Bank 
live in a building which is separated by the Wall from the 
rest of the convent on the Jerusalem side.  To meet face 
to face with her sisters in the main convent requires a  
trip of 18 Km.   The smoke-blackened watch-tower and 
wall panels indicate an unsuccessful attempt to destroy 
this Barrier which causes so much   frustration to 
Palestinians under occupation.  

Prevention of free movement and access also has a serious effect upon agricultural communities, 
where sections of the Barrier within the West Bank have cut them off from their own land. So-called 
agricultural gates operated by the Israelis restrict when and for how long farmers can work in their 
fields.  We recently visited the area around Biddu -a 10-minute drive from Jerusalem before the 
Wall, but now an hour’s journey. The number of days farmers have been allowed to go through the 
agricultural gate has been reduced year by year, and the times access is permitted are not 
appropriate. For example, they want to go to their fields for a few hours, harvest their crops, and 
then take them to market while they are still fresh. Instead they have access at 6am but are not 
allowed out again till late afternoon, so the produce is spoiled. Other times they want to go to the 
fields at 3pm after the children are home from school, so that the whole family can help with the 
harvest but this is not permitted. Apart from harvest time, farmers need access all year round to 
take care of the soil: if it is not looked after properly, it becomes less fertile which threatens their 
livelihood. As productivity decreases, farming becomes economically non- viable- yet another 
pressure on Palestinians to consider giving up and leaving the area.  
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The Wall at Bethany  dividing the 
convent of the Sisters of Comboni: 

Sister Alicia lives in the building on the 
right. 
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