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Last week I spent a few days  away from Jerusalem with the  EAPPI team working in the 

villages  round Yatta in the South Hebron Hills. This is another area of occupied territory 

where many Palestinian civilians are under threat of having their homes demolished and of 

being forcibly removed from places where they have lived all their lives.  

 

On the morning of Wednesday March 6
th

, we heard that an official from the District 

Coordination  Office accompanied by  Israeli soldiers had that very day driven  up to the 

village of Khallet a-Dabe  and delivered 21 “Stop Work Orders.”  Earlier in the week the 

Norwegian Refugee Council, who provide legal assistance on housing land and property 

issues, had told us the implications of such orders: unless those affected can persuade the 

court within 30 days to freeze the process, a final order will be issued giving 14 days’ notice, 

after which the structures named in the orders can be demolished at any time.  

                                         

That afternoon I and another EA, 

Heikki from Finland, visited 

Khallet a-Dabe with Hafez al 

Hureini, coordinator of the 

Popular Struggle Committee for 

the South Hebron Hills, which 

organises non-violent resistance to 

the activities of the occupying 

power.  We talked with some of 

the heads of families,  Ali al 

Dababse and his son Amer al 

Dababse, and looked at the papers 

they had been given.  

 

This village is home to 15 families- about 50 people- who have lived here all their lives. 

There was an individual Stop Work Order for each house, animal shelter, toilet and cistern in 

the village: if these were implemented, there would be nothing left standing.  All the orders 

indicated that a court hearing would be held on April 7
th

. We gave the villagers details of the 

free legal help available from the Norwegian Refugee Council, and later notified the  NRC 

ourselves to alert them to the situation.  

 

We were told that this is now the ninth village which faces wholesale demolition and 

displacement of its residents. The reason given by the Israeli authorities is that these villages 

are in an area designated as Firing Zone 918, which is required for military training. This 

particular area was first designated as a firing zone in the 1970’s, In 1999 the military 

expelled villagers from their homes, but after petitioning the High Court of Justice, they were 

allowed to return temporarily. A decade of legal proceedings followed,  including in 2006 a 

petition to suspend the proposed demolition of 15 cisterns and 19 toilets with cesspools built 

by  the British Government under a DFID humanitarian project. In July 2012 Israel informed 

the court that it still plans to expel most of the residents from Firing Zone 918. The Israeli 

human rights organization B’Tselem is running a campaign against this planned expulsion. 

(www.btselem.org/page/136698) .According to the UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, approximately 18% of the West Bank has been designated as a closed 

http://www.btselem.org/page/136698


military zone for training or “firing zone”, affecting about 5000 people. These designations 

have had a serious humanitarian impact on Palestinian civilians, and dramatically reduced the 

land available to them for residential and livelihood uses.  (OCHA Factsheet  August 2012: 

The Humanitarian Impact of Israeli-declared “Firing Zones” in the West Bank  

www.ochaopt.org )  Many residents report that there is actually little or no military training 

taking place in these areas, giving rise to the suspicion that the so-called “firing zones” may 

be a pretext for appropriating land and for a silent displacement of  Palestinians. Certainly 

during our time in the firing zone last week we saw no evidence of military activity in the 

area. International law prohibits the destruction or confiscation of private or public property 

in occupied territory unless for reasons of military necessity, as well as the forced 

displacement of civilians, yet the NRC says that the best lawyers can usually do by going to 

the Israeli courts is to delay demolitions and displacements, not prevent them altogether. 

 

The following day, Thursday March 7
th

,  we received a request to provide protective presence 

for a Palestinian shepherd who wished to take his flock to graze on his own land adjacent to 

the Israeli military base near the village of Susiya (which is also under threat of demolition)  

When we arrived, we found Jihad Abuid with his sheep and goats, supported by  Lizi Sagie, 

an Israeli woman from the Arab-Jewish organization Ta’ayush (www.taayush.org)  being 

confronted by soldiers who had come out of the base to chase the shepherd away. There was 

an animated argument going on in Hebrew, which Lizi  was video- recording. She told us 

afterwards that one of the soldiers wanted to fire a sound bomb at her, but the senior officer 

had ordered him not to.  

 

We remained with Lizi, Jihad and 

his flock for the next three hours 

while the animals grazed the lush 

grass growing close to the  

perimeter fence of the base and he 

pruned his olive trees. Several times 

the soldiers tried to make him go 

further away , but we reiterated that 

he was entitled to graze his flock  

on his own land, and that as he was 

not trespassing into the  military 

base he was doing nothing illegal. It 

was clear that without the protective 

presence of Israeli and international 

observers, he would have been 

intimidated into abandoning use of his land. Palestinians in this area report that such 

harassment and intimidation by the occupying troops is a regular occurrence which threatens 

their livelihoods and makes daily life increasingly stressful. We were told by local activist 

Eid Hathaleen: “The soldiers’ behaviour is like the Wild West”  and “The gun talks.” 
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