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Greetings from all at Kamatungu School for the 
Hearing Impaired! We have just come to the 
end of the second term---a fifteen week term 
with no breaks so everyone is ready for a well 
deserved rest. 
 
We have much to thank God for, especially for 
providing enough food to feed the children 
until the end of term. The April rains were not 
sufficient to provide a good harvest so at 
present there is a lot of hunger in Tharaka. 
However thanks to help from friends our 
children have had enough to eat. We really 
thank God for His provision. 
 
The children’s diet has been greatly enriched 
by the produce from our shamba. We had a 
bumper harvest of tomatoes in early June. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Henry, Peter and Paul are enjoying the fruits of 
their labour!! 

We have now planted sweet potatoes ---another 
new crop in Tharaka, made possible by use of 
the irrigation water. Children here enjoy sweet 
potatoes (when they are boiled) just like  
children in Ireland enjoy cake. 

 
The photo below shows that we should have a 
good harvest in January. We are most grateful 
to those friends who made it possible for us to 
buy into the irrigation scheme---it has really 
transformed our compound. 

Goat meat has become very expensive in 
Tharaka so this term we decided to start 
breeding rabbits. The department of livestock 
provided us with four rabbits (a buck and three 
does) and we built the hutch.  
We are hoping to supplement the children’s 
diet with rabbit meat----let’s hope they like the 
taste! At home they hunt and eat wild hare so 
we are fairly confident that they will enjoy the 
rabbit meat. I will let you know the verdict 
after we slaughter our first rabbit! 
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Visitors 
We were very pleased this term to have a return 
visit from Rosemary and Paul Gardner (from 
Banbridge). Rosemary did a lot of work with 
the teachers on audiology and speech teaching. 
The children are now all fitted with hearing 
aids and obviously benefiting from them, as 
they wear them even when they are not in the 
classroom.  
Rosemary working with Mr. Kibaara and Lucy. 

 

While Rosemary was busy teaching speech 
Paul was busy grouting tiles in the church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thankfully we have almost completed the 
church and the opening is planned for the first 
Sunday in November (Nov 4th) 

Inside church 

 
Outside church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manse (almost completed!) 

 

Please pray that all will go well with the 
preparations for the opening of church and 
manse and that the day will bring honour and 
glory to God. We are expecting from one and a 
half to two thousand people----all of whom 
(according to Tharaka custom) have to be fed!!! 
Because of the lack of food in Tharaka the 
whole community will probably come, even if 
it is only to get a good meal! We have already 
started to make preparations so we are trusting 
that it will be a great day of celebration and 
thanks to God. 
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School 
I was hoping that we could have a rest from 
building for a few months at least. However we 
have a number of children waiting to come at 
the start of the new school year in January and 
as we have no classroom for them, we have had 
to continue building. 

Last week some of the builders started to dig 
the foundations of the classroom so we are 
hoping that we shall be able to continue and 
have it ready for January. 
 

Communication 
At present all our children have gone home for 
the end of term break. They usually encounter a 
big problem when they go home as none of 
their parents know sign language so there is 
very little communication. However this term, 
thanks to a grant from Plan International, we 
were able to hold a three day seminar for 
parents so that they could learn basic sign 
language and thus be able to communicate with 
their children. 

 

The parents really enjoyed the opportunity to 
come together and discuss issues regarding 
their deaf children. Plan International has 
promised to fund further such seminars in the 
future, which should greatly benefit both 
children and parents. 
 
On September 3rd we shall return to school 
after a three week break. Next term is the last 
term of the academic year. On behalf of 
everyone here I would like to thank you most 
sincerely for all your support in prayer and 
giving---- it is very much appreciated by all 
here. 
 
Many thanks and every blessing 
 
Helen. 
 
Give Thanks 
 

• For progress on Church and manse 
• For enough food to feed children last 

term 
• That work has started on new classroom 
• For good academic results in end of 

term exams 
• That all children now have hearing aids 
• That deaf children are becoming more 

accepted in the community 
• For good health and safe travelling 

 
Please Pray 
 

• That church and manse will be 
completed by end of October. 

• For preparations for opening ceremony 
on 4th November 

• That opening service will give praise 
and glory to God 

• That  chaplain will be sent to the church 
by the stationing committee, which 
meets in September 

• That we shall be able to complete 
classroom for new children starting 
school in January 2013 

• That we shall have enough food to feed 
children until the end of the year 


