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Greetings from a green and pleasant 

Marimanti!! What a change from a few weeks 

ago. At the end of October the landscape in 

Tharaka was dry and barren. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cows were dying due to lack of fodder. 

 

However at the beginning of November the 

rain came! Everyone gave thanks to God and 

started planting their crops.  
 

We also started planting cowpeas and 

greengram at the school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children took great pleasure in showing me 

how to plant in lines and then weed with the 

panga. The picture below shows how our 

compound looks today. 

 

Relief food is still coming into Tharaka but we 

are all looking forward to a good harvest in 

February. We would like to say a very sincere 

thank you to everyone who helped us during 

the long period of drought. Without your help 

we would have had to close the school. Many 

thanks from all here. We truly appreciate your 

support. 
 

Of course the rain will not last. Even as I write 

it is coming to an end. However we are hoping 

that early next year we shall have irrigation 

water. There were some problems in laying the 

main pipe but thankfully these have been 

resolved and work has now resumed. We have 

already started digging the trench from the road 

to the school so hopefully all will be completed 

when I next write. 
 

New Church 
 

Work on the church is progressing steadily. 

Our children are really looking forward to 

worshipping with children from the 

neighbouring boarding schools. The local 

community has asked that we have two services 

each Sunday morning---one in English for the 

schools and one in Kithataraka for the local 

people. The Presiding Bishop of the Methodist 

Church has promised to send a minister to the 

church in July if we can complete the church by 
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then. What we are thinking about now is 

bringing electricity to the church, furnishing it 

inside, buying some musical instruments and 

putting up a gate!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Rite of Passage 
In Tharaka when boys reach the age of 14 they 

go through the rite of circumcision. It is a very 

important time in a boy’s life and after this time 

he is no longer regarded as a boy but as a man. 

After the actual circumcision the boy is kept 

isolated for 2 or 3 weeks and during this time 

he receives teaching from the elders. Much of 

the traditional teaching is contrary to biblical 

morality. This year the Methodist Church in 

Tharaka asked if they could use our school to 

offer the boys in the area an alternative rite of 

passage----one based on Christian principles. 

The parents of 40 boys agreed to bring their 

boys to the school. They were circumcised by a 

doctor rather than a traditional circumciser and 

they received Christian teaching during the 

following 3 weeks. Five of our boys joined the 

group and on the 16
th

 December I joined their 

parents and the parents of all the other boys in 

the ‘coming out’ ceremony. 

It was a very joyful occasion with many people, 

including the Presiding Bishop of the 

Methodist Church’s wife and the Moderator of 

the Presbyterian Church in Kenya, coming to 

join in the celebrations. 

 

It is difficult for the people of Tharaka, even 

the Christians, to let go of the old traditional 

practices and teachings although these are very 

contrary to the teaching of Christ. Let us pray 

that this new rite of passage, with its emphasis 

on Christian morality and respect of women, 

will become the norm in the years to come.   

 

Christmas Greetings 
 

 I hope to travel up to Maua hospital on the 23
rd

 

to spend Christmas with Dr. Clare and Sister 

Barbara----Methodist mission partners from 

England. We plan to go to Meru Game Park on 

Boxing Day which will be a lovely experience. 

School starts again on the 3
rd

 January, which is 

the start of our new school year. We have nine 

new children coming to the nursery, including 

Pilate, whom I wrote about in my last 

newsletter. Let us hope they all settle quickly 

and happily into their new surroundings. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish 

you all a very joyful and peaceful Christmas 

and also to thank you most sincerely for all 

your support in prayer and giving. 

 

Every blessing. 

 

Helen 
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