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Hello Everyone 

Its now almost October and I am only getting around to finishing my final update. There are 
various reasons for this, being so busy since I returned home, new job taking up my time, totally 
exhausted physically and emotionally, however the main reason is I don’t want it to be my final 
update as I so wish I was still overseas as a Mission Partner serving with the Methodist Church 
GB and Ireland. Coming back home to N. Ireland and settling back into life here hasn’t been easy 
at all. I am very thankful to have a permanent District Nursing Sisters post based in Ballymena 
however the changes since I left the Trust eight years ago is unreal and I’m finding it very difficult 

enjoying being a nurse again in N. Ireland. 

My final weeks and days in Ghana kept me busy. The last 
of the items from the MMSI container had been collected 
and I distributed most of the items, I had to sort what was 
to go in my freight, choose things to be given away, other 
items to remain in my home and others to pack in my own 
luggage. It was an emotional rollercoaster time as I 
distributed gifts to all 312 children in the KG and primary 
schools, bibles or Christian story books to every person in 

the Boys and Girls Brigade, held the official opening and parade of the BB and GB, gave gifts to 
all the staff and said goodbye to many people. The photograph above is of some of the KG pupils 
with the knitted teddy bears they received which came in the container. 

The Girls and Boys Brigade had a very exciting day as we officially opened the company, 
celebrated in the church, distributed a base-drum (with the Brigade name already printed on the 
side), four side drums, straps and drum sticks, 14 bugles, maze, lots of craft items, footballs, two 
football strips, football nets and lots of other items for the companies which came in the MMSI 
container. Anyone who contributed to this container I and all in Ankaase are so pleased and 
grateful. We also paraded around the town where everyone came onto the streets and cheered 
them, it was so encouraging. 

The photo right shows the GB and BB companies 
minus a few officers who at this stage did not have 
uniforms. All officers and all who are brigade 
members have uniforms, the company has all four 
colours/flags needed which includes a Boys Brigade 
and Girls Brigade colour, Church and country flag 
and enough instruments to form their own band and 
someone who is willing to teach them.  

It was such fun to see how excited the children at both the primary and KG school were when they 
received a gift. All the toys, stationary, books or whatever they received came in the container sent 
by the Methodist Church in Ireland. So many people with mission hearts and a generosity I have 
witnessed again and again. I tried as best I could to distribute similar items to children in the same 
class however it wasn’t always possible yet nobody complained about what they did or didn't 
receive. There was also a large box of gents and ladies boxed linen and cotton handkerchiefs. 
There were many more ladies than gents boxes and when I ran out of the mens I apologised to 
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them. The reply from a very grateful male nurse was ‘a hankie is a hankie it doesn’t matter.’ I was 
so pleased they responded in that way. 

My last week was extremely busy having several 
special times with colleagues and neighbours and 
saying lots of goodbyes. We also had some visitors to 
the hospital from USA one nurse, two doctors and 
several medical students who came several times for 
coffee and treats at my home and I was so glad to 
have company. During this time we had several 
storms and power cuts which destroyed a number of 

our electrical items, my chargers and plugs all ruined 
and although my driver repaired my MAC charger it was only temporary and had to be replaced 
on my return as well as my plugs for my phone and other items. My house was also flooded with a 
burst tap and when the plumber came to replace it didn’t turn off the water so it was flooded again. 
I was thankful by this stage my freight had been packed and collected as the guest room where it 
was packed was one of the rooms flooded. So my last few days in Ghana were indeed eventful, 
just like my whole year really!!! 

The photograph above is one of the gatherings at a lovely restaurant 
with some of my colleagues where we had delicious food and I 
received some really lovely gifts from the church, hospital and 
individual people. I’m looking forward to being able to have many of 
the gifts on display in my home when I get the time to sort them.  

Several donations to help the twins had been given to me and although 
a nurse calls regularly she doesn’t keep in contact as often as I would 
like. Their Father also required a small surgical procedure and again 
finance was left with someone to enable this to be sorted. The family 
however had not been very willing to assist by taking him to hospital 
although they did eventually. He will need surgery and follow up 
treatment as there has been a diagnosis of oral cancer. I am hoping the 
family will support him. As for Thomas and Edward they are 
improving although the Mother still is not caring for them the way they need so I’ve been told 
they will be taken to a children's home until they are about 6-7 years. 

As I finish I would like to thank everyone who supported, encouraged, contacted and prayed for 
me. Life is very different now however I know my love for work overseas work will never leave 
me. Please pray as I continue to settle back into life and work at home, get my house sorted as it 
was left it in quite a state, find how and where I can be used in my home church and rekindle 
friendships as I haven’t caught up with too many since my return. 

Pat  

Nobody can go back and start a new beginning. But anyone can start today and make a 
new ending-Maria Robinson 
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