
A gift of

Easter

A gift for you from the Methodist Church.  
He is Risen. We wish you a very happy Easter. 



The journey    
Jesus said to his followers:

“See, we are going up to Jerusalem,  
and everything that is written about  
the Son of Man by the prophets  
will be accomplished. For he  
will be handed over to the  
Gentiles; and he will be mocked  
and insulted and spat upon.  
After they have flogged him,  
they will kill him, and on the  
third day he will rise again.” 

Luke 18:31-33, New Revised Standard  
Version of the Bible (NRSV)

Lent is a time to prepare for Easter – it reflects the 40  
days that Jesus spent in the desert. 

The week before Easter is called Holy Week, and gives us an 
opportunity to reflect on the last week of Jesus’ earthly life.

to Easter



Jesus   enters Jerusalem 
On Palm Sunday we commemorate 
the entry of Jesus in Jerusalem, riding 
on a donkey. Crowds welcomed him, 
celebrating his arrival by waving  
palm branches.

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hark, all the tribes ‘Hosanna’ cry; 
your humble beast pursues its road 
with palms and scattered garments strowed.

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
Bow your meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, your power, and reign.

From Henry Hart Milman’s hymn in Singing the Faith, one of the  
hymn books of the Methodist Church, no. 265

to Easter



Drink from it, all of you
On the Thursday of Holy Week (Maundy Thursday) Jesus met 
with his followers in an upstairs room. Together they had a 
meal, which is now known as ‘The Last Supper’. This was 
Passover time when God’s people remembered how God had 
set them free from slavery in Egypt.

Jesus added new meaning to this, which Christians have 
developed into various expressions of Holy Communion.

“While they were eating, Jesus  
took a loaf of bread, and after bless-
ing it he broke it, gave it to  
the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this 
is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and 
after giving thanks he gave it  
to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all  
of you; for this is my blood of the  
covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.’”

Matthew 26:26-28, NRSV



Because you have said:

‘Do this for my sake,’  
the mystical bread  
we gladly partake;  
we thirst for the Spirit  
that flows from above,  
and long to inherit  
your fullness of love.

From a hymn by Charles Wesley, one of the 
founders of Methodism and a noted hymn writer, 
Singing the Faith no. 574 

Do this for my sake

The Elements of the Holy Communion  
by Jacques Iselin, reproduced courtesy  
of the Methodist Modern Art Collection,  

www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection,  
© TMCP, used with permission



Love one another
John’s Gospel records that at the Last Supper, Jesus 
took the step of washing his disciples’ feet.

Kneels at the feet of  
his friends, silently 
washes their feet, 
master who acts as  
a slave to them.

From a North Ghanaian song, Singing the 
Faith no. 249. Words: Tom Colvin © 1969 
Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream,  
IL 60188. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. Reprinted under  
license #78414

“After this act of humility and service, Jesus  
said: ‘You call me Teacher and Lord – and you  
are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set 
you an example, that you also should do as I  
have done to you.’”                     

John 13:13-15, NRSV



Just as I have loved you
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,  
if you have love for one another.”                    

John 13:34-35, NRSV



Yet not my will...
It was in the garden that the authorities arrested Jesus. 

There in the garden of tears,  
my heavy load he chose to bear;  
his heart with sorrow was torn,  

“Yet not my will but yours,” he said.

From a hymn by Graham Kendrick, Singing the Faith no. 272 Copyright © 1983 Thankyou 
Music (Adm. by Capitol CMG Publishing excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of  
the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com)

Following the Last Supper, Jesus and his disciples went to the 
Garden of Gethsemane to pray.

“And going a little farther, [Jesus] threw himself on the ground and 
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He  
said, ‘Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup 
from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’”                                               

Mark 14:35-36, NRSV



Jesus is put on trial
Jesus is taken to the high priest’s house and put on trial.

Why, what has my Lord done? 
What makes this rage and  
  spite? 
He made the lame to run,  
he gave the blind their sight. 
Sweet injuries! 
Yet they at these themselves 
displease, and ’gainst him rise.

They rise, and needs will have  
my dear Lord made away; 
a murderer they save, the  
Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet steadfast he to suffering 
goes, that he his foes 
from thence might free.

From a hymn by Samuel Crossman, Singing the Faith no. 277





“Then they led him out to crucify him … 
And with him they crucified two bandits, 
one on his right and one on his left.”

Mark 15:20, 27, NRSV

Endless scenes of wonder rise 
from that mysterious tree, 
crucified before our eyes 
where we our Maker see; 
Jesus, Lord, what hast thou done? 
Publish we the death divine, 
stop, and gaze, and fall, and own 
was never love like thine!

From a hymn by Charles Wesley, Hymns & Psalms no. 166

Through Jesus: “… God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross.”

Colossians 1:20, NRSV

Crucified Tree Form – the Agony by Theyre Lee-Elliott,  
reproduced courtesy of the Methodist Modern Art Collection,  
www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection, © TMCP, used with permission



Alleluia!  Christ is risen!
There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain: 
then bursting forth in glorious Day 
up from the grave he rose again!

From a hymn by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, Singing the Faith 
no. 351 Copyright © 2001 Thankyou Music (Adm. by Capitol CMG  
Publishing excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part  
of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com)



“After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was  
dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to  
see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great  
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. … 
the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know  
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is  
not here; for he has been raised.’”                              

Matthew 28:1-2, 5, NRSV

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



The journey   from the cross

Christ is risen and forever 
lives to challenge and to change 
all whose lives are messed or mangled, 
all who find religion strange. 
Christ is risen. Christ is present, 
making us what he has been – 
evidence of transformation 
in which God is known and seen.

From Singing the Faith no. 296 Reproduced by permission from ‘Enemy Of Apathy’ collection (Wild 
Goose Publications, 1988) Words John L Bell & Graham Maule, © 1988 WGRG, c/o Iona Community, 
Glasgow, Scotland.  Reproduced by permission. All Rights Reserved. www.wildgoose.scot

The words and works of the risen Christ are just as important.

For example, Jesus appeared to his followers in a locked room 
on the day of his resurrection. But the disciple Thomas wasn’t 
there. When the others told him, he couldn’t believe them.  
It was only the next week when they were gathered again  
that Thomas saw Jesus for himself and believed. 

“Jesus said to [Thomas], ‘Have you believed  
because you have seen me? Blessed are those  
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’”                                                
John 20:29, NRSV
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A gift of Easter
A gift for you from the Methodist Church. If you would like to go to church 
this Easter, or at any other time of the year, visit www.methodist.org.uk/
findachurch to find your local Methodist church. You can also find your 
nearest Methodist church on Google, Bing, Yahoo and other search engines. 

For more information about the Methodist Church and our work in the  
UK and abroad, visit www.methodist.org.uk. You can also find us on 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, Flickr and Google+. 


