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Session Workshop Title and Description Leader details 

 

Audience 

 
1 

 
Positive change for inclusion for people 

with learning and physical disabilities 

 
Are you keen to help support people with learning and physical 

disabilities to be included in your community activities? This 

workshop will introduce you to Beyond Words, whose inclusive 

ethos, methods and rationale, offer a range of tested reading 

techniques for general reading and for specialist areas of support 

and learning. How can we contribute to positive change for 

inclusion? We will look at practical advice on reducing physical 

accessibility barriers that can prevent inclusion for all, and greater 

understanding and support for ways to change attitudes towards 

disability, and build a more inclusive community both emotionally 

and spiritually for everyone. 

 
 

TBC 

 

 

 

 

Details are being finalised as we secure our speakers on the topic. 

Watch this space for confirmed details about the experts that will lead 

our thinking. 

 
Mainly for: 

Child/YP 

 
Also for: 

Pastoral 

General 

 
1 

 
Telling your own faith story in a way 

that is real and relevant 

 
What really matters to people in 21st Century Britain and do our 

personal faith stories make sense in light of this question? 

This workshop will explore current trends regarding the important 

things on which people spend their time and money –and why. 

The workshop will then explore how we might reconsider our 

'vocabulary of faith' in order to speak into this context with 

honesty and in a relevant manner 

 
Gary Williams 

 
Gary Williams works for the Connexional team and is based in Scotland. 

Gary has an on-going interest in faith sharing and how it might be 

shaped by different contexts, particularly urban settings. Gary was in a 

failed 8os pop band called Victorian Principles but was kicked out for 

writing depressing lyrics! 

 
Mainly for: 

Pastoral 

 
Also for: 

Child/YP 



 
1 

 
A living faith can change the world 

 
In this interactive, multi-media workshop with All We Can, you will 

be inspired by stories of people’s lives being transformed in poor 

communities around the world. As we seek to live out our faith in 

practical ways, you will be equipped to help your churches and 

communities respond to global injustice in a Biblically-grounded, 

Christ-led way. 

 
All We Can 

 

 

All We Can works to end the suffering caused by inequality and injustice 

in some of the world’s poorest communities. This session is delivered by 

a passionate member of the All We Can team, who will give you plenty 

of ideas and resources to take back to your church. 

 
Mainly for: 

Admin & 

allied roles 

 
Also for: 

General 

Pastoral 

 
1 

 
Re- appropriating the fear of Evangelism and Creating an 

Invitational Network 

 
Michael Harvey has conducted extensive research on the attitude 

and needs of Christians regarding the invitation process over the 

past twelve years. He has identified ways to see church members 

growing in faith and discipleship through trusting their God in the 

face of their fears. Follow on research has discovered almost two 

in every three Christians feel they have missed a chance to speak 

to others about God in the past four months, almost half 

admitting they were ‘just too scared’ to talk about their faith with 

non-Christians. This workshop will help us see fear in a totally 

different light and will provide best practice ideas for those 

working to extend the kingdom of God 

 
Michael Harvey 

 
Michael Harvey is married to Eike and they have three children Ben, 

Kirsty and Lydia. In 2004 Back to Church Sunday was birthed and 

Michael started to work using his own time and money with churches 

throughout the UK and eventually throughout the English speaking 

world. He has spoken to thousands of church leaders in his Seminars 

and has to date seen hundreds of thousands of Christians mobilised to 

invite. He will be launching a National Weekend of Invitation as part of 

Hope Together in June 2018. He is author of the books Unlocking the 

Growth and Creating a Culture of Invitation and as an itinerant speaker 

has a ministry across 18 countries and 5 continents. He is a member of 

the College of Evangelists. Templeton World Charity Fund awarded him 

a grant in 2014 to explore the compatibility of science and faith which 

has resulted in the training of a new generation of science faith 

communicators, and reaching thousands of pre-university Scientists 

 
For: All 
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2 

 
Discernment Café: An interactive missional process for leaders 

 
Discernment Café is a creative, conversational process that supports the 

emergence and development of brand new ideas. This collaborative 

experience flows from a guided set of dynamic, linked conversations that 

build on each other as people move between table groups, cross- 

pollinate ideas, and discover new insights into questions or issues that 

are most important to them and their communities. 

 
There is no set agenda or anticipated outcome; there are only guiding 

questions intent on deepening the missional exploration of all 

participants. Through this process, we seek to draw upon the collective 

intelligence of the whole group through the movement of the Holy Spirit 

among all who are present. That means that in each round, participants 

move between different topics of conversation to order share from their 

unique wisdom and diverse experiences. 

 
This workshop will involve 15 minutes of teaching, an hour-long 

engagement of the process by the entire group, and 15 minutes of 

reflection. Participants are invited (though not required) to bring the 

germ of an idea with them. 

 
Trey Hall 

 
Trey Hall is a pioneer, inclusive evangelist, Methodist presbyter, 

American expat, marathon runner, and failed improv comedy 

student. As Mission Advisor in the Birmingham District, he helps 

both existing churches and new expressions of Christian 

community to practice bold, innovative ministry amidst the 

seismic cultural shifts of the 21st century. Since 2000, Trey has led 

churches in the United Kingdom and in Chicago (USA), 

specializing in congregational revitalisation projects, new church 

starts, and ministry with Gen Y and Gen X young adults. 

 
Mainly for: 

Child/YP 

 
Also for: 

All 

 
2 

 
Unlocking the Bible in Urban Communities 

 
Our life experience matters; our stories; our joys and sorrows. The Bible 

has plenty to say - more than we'll ever know - about our lives if we 

know how to read it and apply it, to ‘Unlock’ it. For many people, 

especially those in urban situations, hearing about Unlock's approach 

brings a eureka moment as they discover a way forward with a fringe 

group that doesn’t relate to traditional Bible studies or formal church 

meetings. 

 
Sarah Parratt-Herbert 

 
Regional Learning and Development Officer for the DMLN. 

Siggy specialises in discipleship, focussing on individual spiritual 

development; church mission; chaplaincy; and forest church.  

She lives in Sheffield and serves the Yorkshire Plus Region 

 
Mainly for: 

Pastoral 

 
Also for: 

YP 



 
2 

 
The unexpected pastoral phone call – what to do when you are the 

first point of contact. What do I say? What do I do? 

 
The purpose of this workshop is to help participants deal with the 

unexpected pastoral phone call (or email), and establish what to do when 

you are the first point of contact. Its target audience is administrators 

who are on the receiving end of pastoral phone calls and messages. 

 
The workshop will use practical examples as far as possible, drawing on 

participants’ own experiences, and attempt to define and share good 

practice. 

 
We hope it will also be enjoyable! 

 
John Keast 

 
John Keast was a teacher of Religious Studies, a LA inspector, and 

RE adviser to the Department of Education. From 2001 - 2010 

John was also consultant to the Council of Europe, and worked for 

the Anna Lindh Foundation. He has led training courses in many 

European and Near Eastern cities. John has been an Ofsted 

inspector, teacher trainer and visiting lecturer in RE. He was 

awarded an OBE in 2011 for services to education. John chaired 

the RE Council of England and Wales from 2011 until 2014, during 

which time John was a trustee of the Inter Faith Network. John 

remains a trustee of the Culham St Gabriel’s Trust, and chairs the 

Cornwall SACRE. 

 
Since 2010 John has been Circuit Administrator for St Austell in 

Cornwall, which has 21 chapels, both rural and small town, 

scattered over a wide area, including industrial villages 

undergoing great social change. He also has pastoral charge of 

two chapels. There are four presbyters and seven other lay staff 

members in the Circuit. 

 
Mainly for: 

Admin & 

allied roles 

 
Also for: 

General 

Pastoral 



 
2 

 
Praying as you can rather than as you can’t 

 

 

This seminar will help you explore a variety of styles of praying  

that you can offer to congregations/groups in varying situations 

and sizes so that everyone finds a way of praying that suits them . 

 
Brian Heasley 

 

Brian Heasley is the International Prayer Director for 24-7 Prayer, 

having previously served as the National UK Director; he has 

served on the International Oversight team throughout this time. 

Brian also works at Lambeth Palace as International Ecumenical 

Lead for “Thy Kingdom Come”, an initiative of the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. 

 
Prior to this, Brian and his wife, Tracy, pioneered the work of 24- 

7 Prayer in the party area of Ibiza, Spain, where they lived for 8 

years, developing rhythms of prayer and mission, with a heart to 

bring about change in a place the British press once described as 

Sodom and Gomorrah. His book, Gatecrashing, tells the story of 

24-7 Prayer in Ibiza. Before living in Ibiza, Brian was the Senior 

Pastor of a thriving church in Norfolk, England. 

 
Brian is a gifted and passionate communicator with a real heart 

for prayer, mission and justice. He is originally from Belfast, 

Northern Ireland, and now lives in England. Brian and Tracy have 

two adult sons and are both part of the leadership team of their 

local church in Norfolk. 

 
Mainly for: 

General 

 
Also for: 

Pastoral 
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3 

 
All Together Now: becoming an intergenerational church 

 
Finding ways to bring different generations together can often be 

challenging so in this session we’ll explore how to create spaces that 

are inviting to everyone regardless of age. 

 
Join us and have an opportunity to share your own experiences as 

well as hearing from others seeking to nurture healthy 

intergenerational church life! 

 
Gail Adcock 

 
Gail is Family Ministry Development Officer and has forged a career 

in supporting children and families, alongside shaping work, 

ministry and practice in the church and beyond. Her background is 

in primary school teaching and local church based ministry. Gail’s 

book A Guide to Family Ministry, is to be published later this year. 

She enjoys reading, crochet, hearing live music and noisily 

supporting Tottenham Hotspur with her sons and husband, Matt. 

 
Mainly for: 

Child/YP 

 
Also for: 

Pastoral 

General 

 
3 

 
Men’s Ministry – Why is it different and how does that affect 

what we do? 

 
This workshop will explore work with men in our communities and 

if/how we need to adapt our approach to make a difference to them. 

It will also consider what it means for the Church to re-engage with 

men in our society, and offer them a Christianity that is relevant for 

them? 

 
Paul Gask 

Paul (known as Gasky) is very privileged to have been appointed 

as Christian Vision for Men’s (CVM'S) Regional Director for 

Northern England. Almost 34 years with the cops has taught him 

"one or two" things about blokes! His remit is to contact all 

churches and groups from across all denominations in order to 

encourage specific men's ministries. With this in mind he has 

been privileged to speak to groups at various churches and 

men's events throughout the North of the UK. 

 
Mainly for: 

Pastoral 

 
Also for: 

General /YP 



 
3 

 
Modern Day Slavery – how does the church respond? 

 
This workshop takes a close look at what is an increasingly worrying 

issue. It takes time to examine what modern day slavery looks like in 

21st century Britain and how we as people of faith should respond in 

our communities when examples are uncovered. 

 
Howard Smedley 

 

Howard works as a District Safeguarding Officer in Lincolnshire and 

has taken special interest in the issue of Modern Day Slavery 

working closely with the authorities. He is an experienced Baptist 

pastor and keen to ensure that churches respond well to those in 

need of support. 

 
Mainly for: 

General 

 
Also for: 

Admin & 

allied roles 

 
3 

 
Social Activism – can we get involved and how? 

 
This workshop considers the role of social activism in helping build 

the kingdom of God. It will discuss why it is important, how we might 

go about it and offers practical ideas to combat injustice, reduce 

inequality, stop oppression and help meet everyone’s basic needs. It 

will look at how we might go beyond responding to immediate 

needs to bring about a better world. There will be things to talk 

about, things to think about and the chance to share stories and 

experiences. 

 
Dr Nigel Pimlott 

 
Nigel works as a Learning and Development Officer in the East 

Central Region of the Methodist Church. His work has focused on 

supporting Pioneer ministers, 3 Generate, the Rise and Shine Young 

Leaders event and he edited the Methodist Publication – A 

Discipling Presence - a workbook for those living in rural 

communities. He also does some freelance writing, project work 

and volunteering in his local Anglican Church and the charity 

supporting refugees in France, Care4Calais. His latest books are 

Embracing The Passion: Christian youth work and politics and Social 

Activism. He lives near Newark, supports Manchester City and 

enjoys gardening, photography and is married to Sue! 

 
Mainly for: 

General 

 
Also for: 

Admin & 

allied roles 

 


